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J
ay Sigel will go down as 
one of the most accom-
plished amateur players 
ever. And he followed that 

with a very successful career on 
the Champions Tour. A member 
at Aronimink, he’s also about as 
familiar with Merion Golf Club 
as anyone, having won the Phila-
delphia Open and a Pennsylvania 
Amateur there. Plus, as he’s quick 
to point out, the club’s better-ball 
Hugh Wilson 
tournament. 

In 1989, at 
age 45, he near-
ly won his third 
U.S. Amateur. 
But after clos-
ing with back-
to-back bird-
ies to force a 
sudden-death 
playoff in his 
quarter-final match with eventual 
runner-up Danny Green, his drive 
on No. 1 rolled into a sand divot in 
the fairway. He made a bogey and 
was eliminated. “It wouldn’t have 
been so bad if somebody hadn’t 
put a heel mark in it,” Sigel said. 
“Things happen. I made a helluva 
comeback. But I still think about 
that, a lot.”

So here’s his take on what the 
U.S. Open players will be facing as 
they make their way around this 
intimate masterpiece:

Hole-by-hole view of U.S. Open

No. 1

Par 4

350 yards

Short dogleg right, with 13 bunkers. 
It requires a long iron or utility club 
to a spot in the left-center of the 
fairway. This provides a better view 
of the green that slopes back to front 
and right to left. So much at Merion 
is about fi nding the proper angles 
to come in from. That certainly will 
come into play. Even though it’s the 
fi rst hole, there should be birdies in 
bunches. And no, I’m not trying to be 
a smart you-know-what.

No. 2

Par 5

556 yards

A reachable par 5, even though the 
tee shots’ into a slight rise and out 
of bounds (Ardmore Avenue) on the 
right and a new cross bunker in front 
of the green. There’s not much to 
say. It’s another birdie hole. I think 
they’ll hit driver. If it’s into the wind 
they won’t, because they’re hitting 
into that hill. It depends on how fi rm 
it is. I think they’ll try to knock it on 
in two, some of them with two 
3-woods. Guys who miss the fairway 
left and have to chop it out of that 
stu�  may have to contend with that 
bunker up there.

No. 3

Par 3

256 yards

Long iron or utility to a very large, 
elevated green with deep bunkers. 
The green is 47 yards deep, very 
tricky with many contours. It’s 3-putt 
territory. They’ll be on the green or in 
a bunker. It’s really all about the put-
ting here. It’s hard to get close to the 
hole, because of the slope. You have 
to shoot for the middle, and there’s 
a ridge running through it. Can play 
297 from the back tee to the back of 
the green. That’s interesting. If you 
get within 25 feet of the pin they’ll be 
very happy.

No. 4

Par 5

628 yards

They lengthened this, and it’s a 
tee shot to a sloping right to left 
fairway with dangerous runout 
into the left rough. That’s going 
to be a problem, especially if it’s 
fi rm. The players will [gripe] but 
the USGA won’t pay any attention 
to them, which is what I like. Then 
a blind second shot, o�  this steep 
slope, will leave a short iron third 
to a relatively fl at green. Putts can 
be made there. It’s important to 
get o�  to a good start.

Jay Sigel takes 
you around 
Merion Golf Club
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No. 5

Par 4

504 yards

There’s a stream left 
and a bunker right, 
and it’s a 285-yard 
carry to get past 
that. It’s a cause for 
concern, so perhaps 
they’ll use a fairway 
metal to avoid that. 
The fairway slopes 
severely right to 
left. It’s a mid- to 
long-iron second 
shot to a wide 
open green sloping 
right to left with no 
bunkers. It’s one of 
the fastest greens. 
And the stream’s 
only several steps 
from the left edge of 
the putting surface. 
It’ll be shaved down. 
You could see some 
4-putts. Anything 
where you’re putting 
uphill is good. You 
don’t feel terrible 
with a bogey.

No. 6

Par 4

487 yards

Driver to slight dogleg 
right will leave a mid- 
to long-iron to an 
elevated green that 
has a false front. So 
it plays one-half club 
longer. The green’s 
relatively fl at, so putts 
can be made. But you 
might be making them 
for par.

No. 7

Par 4

360 yards

Long iron or utility to 
sloping right to left 
fairway with OB right 
leaves short iron to el-
evated, narrow green. 
There’s a lot of move-
ment on this green. It 
depends on where you 
are. It’s in sections. 
You’ll think you hit 
a good shot, but if 
you’re on the wrong 
level you’ll struggle to 
2-putt. It’s like three 
di� erent greens. They 
want to leave them-
selves 100 yards in to 
the front, from where 
it’s almost fl at. The 
fairway pinches in at 
around 280.

No. 8

Par 4

359 yards

Mid to long iron. I’m 
saying no drivers. I don’t 
see that happening. The 
opening [to the green] 
is not that wide. Maybe 
on 7 they’ll move it up 
enough to let them at 
least think about it. You 
want to stay short of the 
left bunker, so you have 
a short downhill shot 
to one of the smallest 
putting surfaces. There’s 
fescue down the right 
side. They’ll be chipping 
out of that, because you 
can’t play from it. There 
will be many birdies 
here.

No. 9

Par 3

236 yards

Fabulous hole. They have 
an elasticity with the 
three longer par 3s — 3, 
9 and 17 — where they 
can have 270 yards of 
length change. This hole 
is downhill, fronted by the 
stream and a pond, with 
fi ve surrounding bunkers. 
Depending on the tee 
placement it could be 
anywhere from a 4- to a 
7-iron. They can move that 
around. Do not short-side 
yourself. The best pin 
placement on the kidney-
shaped green is front. Par 
is a good score. You just 
want to get to 10.

No. 10

Par 4

303 yards

I’ve got a drivable dog-
leg left. Most will lay up 
with a 3-metal or utility 
to leave a short shot 
to a narrow green with 
a ridge in the center. 
This was called ‘Gam-
bler’s Delight’ in the 
2009 Walker Cup. That 
will be an exciting hole. 
You can drive it on the 
front of the green. I 
think the pin will be on 
the front at least one 
of the days. For a lot 
of guys, it’ll be a hard-
hooking 3-wood. But 
there is OB if you’re 
long. And you don’t 
want to miss short left, 
either. The further you 
are right, the straighter 
shot you have in.
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No. 11

Par 4

367 yards

Obviously one of the great 
short par 4s anywhere. 
And one of the most fa-
mous, since Bobby Jones 
completed his Grand Slam 
there. Long iron or utility 
to downhill, blind fairway 
nestled over beside the 
creek. A short iron from 
the fairway will produce 
many birdies. And many 
balls in the water as 
well. If they’re not in the 
fairway they might have to 
chip out. It’s such a small 
green they’ll be hitting to 
the middle unless it’s ideal 
weather. And players will 
have to start here one of 
the fi rst 2 days.
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No. 12

Par 4

403 yards

Sharp dogleg right calls 
for a fade to avoid the 
bunkers straight away. 
The second shot’s a me-
dium to short iron from 
a left-to-right sloping 
fairway. It’s a birdie hole, 
but the sloping green 
provides extremely fast 
putts from above the 
hole, even with the rais-
ing of the front of the 
green (to provide more 
pin placements). You 
want to stay below the 
hole, yes.

No. 14

Par 4

464 yards

Now you have to tighten 
up your shoelaces for the 
fi nish. Driver uphill to a 
right-to-left fairway with 
elevation. Then it’s an 
uphill mid-iron to a blind 
green. Not many birdies. 
The green’s very di�  cult. 
The scary shaved slope 
left of it will cause havoc. 
That’s the original design. 
They used to have a bun-
ker there. If the greens are 
fi rm and you pull one, it 
could end up in the street 
(Golf House Road).

No. 16

Par 4

430 yards

The Quarry Hole. 
Downhill tee shot 
with a fairway 
metal or utility. 
This is the easi-
est hole [of the 
closing stretch]. 
Mid- to short-iron 
to large uphill 
sloping green, 
left to right. It’s a 
di�  cult green to 
putt, even though 
the top of it is fl at. 
It’s kind of weird. 
Par is good. If you 

miss short the ball 
will roll back o�  be-
cause of the ridge.

No. 17

Par 3

246 yards

Long downhill shot 
with fairway metal or 
utility to long, narrow, 
three-tiered green 
surrounded by six 
bunkers. And there’s a 
Valley of Sin in front of 
the putting surface. Dif-
fi cult to navigate. These 
guys have never seen 
something like what’s 
down front. It’s really 
not a bad place. I know 
I can at least make a 4 
[from there], if I get my 
fi rst putt up the slope. 
The pin’s not going to be 
down front, I don’t think 
so. They might have to 
move this thing along.

No. 18

Par 4

521 yards

The Ben Hogan hole. Tee 
shot needs to carry 240 
yards over the quarry to 
a fairway that severely 
slopes right to left. 
Balls could be running 
through to the rough or 
a downhill lie on the left. 
The second shot is a 
mid-iron or utility to an 
elevated green that runs 
away from the player. 
Short of the green is 
no good. The putting 

surface is relatively 
fl at, but it’s the third-

longest hole in U.S. 
Open history.

No. 13

Par 3

115 yards

It’s a small target to 
a relatively fl at green. 
Should produce many 
birdies. They’ll only have 
wedge in their hands. 
Any putt from the 
middle of the green is 
going to be very short, 
regardless of where the 
pin is, since it’s only 20 
yards deep.
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No. 15

Par 4

411 yards

You need courage on 
this tee shot. Underline 
that. There’s OB left and 
bunkers right, which 
produces a very tight 
driving hole. The choice 
most likely will be long 
iron or utility. [Ian] 
Poulter hit 5-wood there. 
You have to shape it left 
to right. It’ll only play 
like 23 yards wide. Once 
in a sloping left-to-right 
fairway a player will have 
an uphill shot to a nar-
row green that slopes 
right to left. Very tough 
putting, even though 
they added a sec-
tion up front 
left.
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