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OUTSTANDING 
DOCTORS’ AWARDS





Our Beaumont doctors are well 

known for putting their patients, 

and the health system, first. I’m 

proud that our patients know that when they come to 

Beaumont, they are getting the best possible care from 

renowned professionals. That’s why it’s so important that 

we take time every year to honor our medical staff with 

the Outstanding Doctors’ Awards. This year, we have 

seven winners, whose accomplishments have made a big 

difference in the lives of our patients, the well-being of our 

communities and the success of the entire Beaumont 

system. Congratulations to all of our winners on their 

incredible successes in advancing the practice of medicine.

Ananias C. Diokno, M.D.
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Special CMO  
Citation Award

Kenneth Myers

While working for a public accounting firm in the 1960s, 
Ken Myers was assigned to consult for Beaumont. At the 
time, Beaumont was a small, financially troubled hospital, 
and Mr. Myers’ skill quickly caught the attention of 
Beaumont’s leaders. So after a nationwide search for a new 
controller and assistant treasurer, Beaumont offered the 
role to Mr. Myers. He accepted and quickly implemented 
a successful turnaround plan. Mr. Myers was later named 
president and CEO, and in this role, he established sound 
business practices to create and maintain long-term 
financial strength and stability. He was also instrumental 
in obtaining significant capital improvements and 
acquisitions. In addition, Mr. Myers was directly involved 
in the recruitment and retention of many prominent 
leaders, resulting in revitalized educational and research 
programs. Under Mr. Myers’ leadership, Beaumont opened 
its Troy location, leading the organization’s expansion into 
a multi-hospital system. During his 31-year leadership 
role, Beaumont grew from 700 beds in Royal Oak to  
1,118 beds in Royal Oak and Troy. Mr. Myers is a 
visionary executive who has helped make Beaumont into 
the successful organization that it is today.
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Outstanding Medical Research Award:
“Seeker of Truth”

George Wilson, Ph.D.

George Wilson, Ph.D., joined Beaumont in 2005 as the 
chief of Radiation Biology. Originally from the UK, 
Dr. Wilson studied at the University of Liverpool, 
the University of Birmingham and the University 
of London. He is currently the scientific director 
of Beaumont’s BioBank and the director of the Erb 
Family Core Molecular Laboratory. With more than 
180 scientific articles and chapters to his credit,  
Dr. Wilson has a long-standing research interest in the 
use of biomarkers to predict the response of tumors to 
radiotherapy. In addition, he is a professor in biomedical 
sciences at the Oakland University William Beaumont 
School of Medicine and professor of radiation oncology 
at Oakland University. He is also an adjunct professor at 
the Karmanos Cancer Institute at Wayne State University. 
Dr. Wilson’s extensive stem cell research is aimed at finding 
new strategies or targets for treatment of breast, head, 
neck and rectal cancer. 
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Outstanding Physician and Humanitarian Award:
“The Modern Hippocrates”

Peggy Nowak, M.D.

Peggy Nowak, M.D., has amassed a long list of humanitarian 
accomplishments. A long-time member and leader of the 
Oakland County Medical Society, Dr. Nowak has joined 
forces with her medical society colleagues to host annual 
fundraisers for uninsured, expectant mothers. Two to 
three times each year, Dr. Nowak travels to Nicaragua 
to help hearing-impaired children and to train local 
otolaryngologists in advanced surgical techniques. In 
addition, Dr. Nowak and her colleagues have helped to 
build a school for deaf children, providing them with 
much needed educational opportunities. She is a dedicated 
Girl Scout leader and volunteer, and supports a number 
of other local charities, including Gleaners Community 
Food Bank. Dr. Nowak has practiced otolaryngology at 
Beaumont since 1988.
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Outstanding Medical Staff Leadership Award:
“A Leader that Delivers”

Marc Sakwa, M.D.

Marc Sakwa, M.D., became Beaumont’s chief of 
cardiovascular surgery in 2008, and he immediately began 
implementing a number of programs that quickly put a 
national spotlight on the hospital’s cardiovascular service.  
Dr. Sakwa embraced a minimally invasive approach to 
the replacement of heart valves, making Beaumont the 
first in the nation to do so. Under Dr. Sakwa’s leadership, 
it wasn’t long before Beaumont became the nationwide 
leader in this vital procedure. Thanks to his ability to 
collaborate and work flawlessly with his colleagues in 
cardiology and vascular surgery, Dr. Sakwa has formed 
cohesive relationships that have been key to establishing 
Beaumont’s cardiovascular program as one of the best 
in the country. Dr. Sakwa’s leadership and dedication 
also extend to development efforts. The Tyner and Ernst 
Centers are largely the result of Dr. Sakwa’s work to bring 
philanthropic money to the cardiovascular program. 
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Outstanding Medical Staff Leadership Award:
“A Leader that Delivers”

James Lynch, M.D.

As senior vice president and physician-in-chief at 
Beaumont, Troy, James Lynch, M.D., is recognized by 
his colleagues as a leader who inspires and motivates his 
team members to achieve more in terms of quality and 
efficiency. His vision for safety and quality at Beaumont, 
Troy have become infectious, quickly spreading throughout 
the organization. Dr. Lynch continues to be focused 
on the best interest of patients while holding his team 
accountable to high standards and encouraging creativity 
in problem solving and identifying improvements. With 
his “servant leadership” approach, Dr. Lynch supports his 
team with the resources they need. Thanks to Dr. Lynch’s 
leadership, Beaumont, Troy has improved significantly in 
terms of quality outcomes, financial results and physician 
engagement scores. 
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Outstanding Academic Excellence Award:
“The Triple Threat”

Alan Koffron, M.D.

In 2009, Alan Koffron, M.D., joined Beaumont as the 
head of solid organ transplantation service and quickly 
became known for his skill as a physician, educator 
and researcher. Now the health system chair for the 
department of surgery, Dr. Koffron is an accomplished 
surgeon with expertise in minimally invasive approaches 
to many surgical procedures. He is an innovator who 
helped develop a minimally invasive approach to donor 
liver transplants, and has presented to audiences worldwide 
about his liver surgery technique. Those who are mentored 
by Dr. Koffron often go on to begin their own successful 
programs. His research has advanced the science of solid 
organ transplantation and has been featured in many well-
respected peer-reviewed journals and in major surgical 
forums. Dr. Koffron has also demonstrated his competence 
as an administrator, developing and expanding Beaumont’s 
transplantation service while maintaining high quality 
and low cost. 
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Outstanding Medical Education and Teaching Award:
“The Modern John Morgan, Father of Medical Education”

David Bloom, M.D.

David Bloom, M.D., has been a staff pediatric radiologist 
with Beaumont since 2005. Clearly passionate about 
working with children and their families, Dr. Bloom is a 
valued member of the pediatric team. Dr. Bloom has also 
found a niche for himself at the Oakland University William 
Beaumont School of Medicine. Thanks to his dedication, 
many young physicians have been exposed to the field 
of pediatric radiology. These students recently honored  
Dr. Bloom with a special award, making him the only 
person to ever receive an award from OUWB students. 
In addition, Dr. Bloom was also the recipient of the 
OUWB Founders Award in recognition of his status as 
a pillar of the school.
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Outstanding Physician and Humanitarian Award: 
“The Modern Hippocrates”
 2008 – A. Glenn Snyder, M.D., M.P.H.
 2009 – Prem Khilanani, M.D.
 2010 – George Costea, D.O., and Jason W. Eastman, M.D.
 2011 – Timothy P. Page, M.D., and Mark Sadzikowski, M.D.
 2012 – Ernestina de los Santos-Mac, M.D.,  
   Michael Pieh, M.D., M.P.H./T.M., and Mary Smyth, M.D.

Outstanding Medical Education and Teaching Award: 
“The Modern Dr. John Morgan, Father of Medical Education”
 2008 – Paul W. Misch, M.D.
 2009 – Christine Comstock, M.D.
 2010 – Renato Ramos, M.D.
 2011 – Carl B. Lauter, M.D.
 2012 – Robert J. Granadier, M.D.

Outstanding Medical Research Award: 
“Seeker of Truth”
 2008 – Barry A. Franklin, Ph.D.
 2009 – Frank Vicini, M.D.
 2010 – Michael Trese, M.D.
 2011 – Robert D. Saf ian, M.D.
 2012 – Michael Chancellor, M.D.

Outstanding Medical Staff Leadership Award: 
“A Leader who Delivers”
 2008 – David H. Forst, M.D.
 2009 – Donna Hoban, M.D.
 2010 – Mark Kolins, M.D.
 2011 – Leslie L. Rocher, M.D.
 2012 – Duane Mezwa, M.D., FACR

Outstanding Academic Excellence Award: 
“The Triple Threat”
 2008 – Alvaro A. Martinez, M.D.
 2009 – Jeffrey Maisels, M.D.
 2010 – George A. Williams, M.D.
 2011 – Harry N. Herkowitz, M.D.
 2012 – Simon Dixon, BHB, MBChB, FR ACP, FACC

Special CMO Citation Award
 2009 – Loyalty and Length of Service:  
   Elmer Mueller, M.D.
 2010 – Outstanding Beaumont Alumni Award:  
   Brian Annex, M.D.
 2012 – Outstanding Contribution to the Oakland University William  
   Beaumont School of Medicine: Virinder K. Moudgil, Ph.D.




