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Walsh College 101st Commencement Ceremony 

Zion Christian Church 

June 22, 2013 

 

10:10 A.M. GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENT   

 

RICK BERSCHBACK  

 

Good morning. Welcome to the 101st Commencement of 

Walsh College. Thank you for being here on this very special 

day. We have quite a large crowd today, so please take some 

time to fill up all of the seats in your row, leaving those on 

the end for additional guests. I will be back in about 10 

minutes with some guidelines for maintaining the dignity of 

today’s ceremony. And immediately after that, our ceremony 

will begin. 

 

10:20 A.M. SECOND ANNOUNCEMENT   

 

RICK BERSCHBACK  

 

Good morning. Our program is about to begin. Please be 

seated.  

 

This is a very special day for our graduates, for their families 

and friends, and for the College. Even though all of us are 
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excited to participate in this commencement, we ask that 

you maintain the dignity of today’s ceremony by cooperating 

with some guidelines. 

   

Please turn off all cell phones and other electronic devices.   

For your convenience, professional photographers will take 

a photo of each graduate as they walk across the stage. 

These photos will be available for purchase at a later date.  

Fire regulations and the flow of the ceremony prohibit 

standing in the aisles or blocking the aisles with tripods.  

The aisles must be kept clear.  

 

So please remain in your seats and enjoy the ceremony.   

 

Please be considerate if you have children who are 

attending! If they are restless or noisy, as children 

sometimes are, please take them to the lobby or the chapel 

room; we have TV monitors set up so that you can still see 

and hear what’s happening.   

 

Food, drink, and balloons are not allowed in the auditorium.   

 

At the conclusion, please remain seated until all graduates 

have left the auditorium. Then graduates and their families 

are welcome to return to the stage to take pictures for a 

short time.  



4 
 

 

If you are interested in formal photos, you can have them 

taken by the professional photographers in the lobby after 

the ceremony.   

 

10:25 A.M. INTRODUCTION OF THE PARADE OF FLAGS 

 

RICK BERSCHBACK 

  

We begin today’s Commencement ceremony with a 

procession of flags from countries representing the diversity 

of our graduating students. The procession of the graduates 

will follow. Please remain seated during the procession so 

that all of the graduates can be seen. 

 

FLAG BEARERS enter auditorium from main hallway.  They 

walk up the center aisle, go onto the stage, place flags in 

holders, and walk off into the wing on the main floor, stage 

left.  Students will be picked up in the wing and placed at the 

end of the processional line. 

 

GRADUATES’ PROCESSIONAL  

 

FLOOR MARSHALS take their places in the auditorium.  

FACULTY MARSHALS lead graduates from chapel to 

auditorium doors. When FACULTY MARSHALS reach the 
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doors, CINDY VANDAMME cues LA CORDA to change music to 

“Pomp and Circumstance.” VIPs walk to places on stage, stage 

left. Remain standing while graduates process in. 

 

FACULTY MARSHALS enter auditorium, led by DR. KONYU-

FOGEL with the mace. FACULTY MARSHALS walk down the 

center aisle and go up on the stage to their seats. RICK 

BERSCHBACK goes to side podium and waits. After the last 

FACULTY MARSHAL, there will be a slight break before 

graduates enter the auditorium. FLOOR MARSHALS will guide 

graduates to their designated rows.  

 

CINDY VANDAMME cues LA CORDA to stop playing once 

graduates complete procession into auditorium. 

 

10:30 – 10:40 A.M. COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY  

 

CALL TO ORDER, WELCOME, AND INTRODUCTIONS 

 

RICK BERSCHBACK  

  

Good morning. Graduates, you may be seated. 

 

Members of the Walsh College Board of Trustees, faculty, 

and staff of the College, honored guests, parents, families, 

friends – and especially graduates – welcome to this Walsh 
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College Commencement ceremony to confer bachelor’s, 

master’s, and doctoral degrees on March graduates and June 

candidates. 

 

My name is Rick Berschback, and I am a Distinguished 

Associate Professor of Accounting at Walsh College. I hereby 

call to order this 101st Walsh College Commencement 

ceremony on Saturday, June 22, 2013.   

 

I would like to present the College officers and distinguished 

members of the ceremony’s presiding delegation. Beginning 

at your left on stage, are: 

 

● Kahn Hall, today’s student speaker, who is receiving a 

an dual MBA/MSF; 

● Dr. Marla Scafe, professor and doctoral advisor; 
● Dr. Lee Meadows, professor and doctoral advisor; 
● Dr. Sheila Ronis, professor and doctoral advisor; 
● Dr. Mike Levens, professor and doctoral advisor; 
● Dr. Linda Hagan,  professor and director of graduate 

studies;  

● Stephanie Bergeron, Walsh College president and chief 

executive officer; 

● Deborah Hopkins, chief innovation officer and 

chairman of Venture Capital Initiatives for Citi Group. 

Ms. Hopkins is today’s Keynote Speaker and Recipient 

of an Honorary Doctor of Laws; 
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● William Roney, member of the Walsh College Board of 

Trustees; 

● Dr. David Shields, executive vice president and chief 

academic officer;   

● Madhava Reddy, distinguished alumnus, and; 

● Audrey Olmstead, vice president and chief 

development officer 

 

Behind and next to them on both sides of the stage are 

members of the Walsh College staff, faculty and our 2012-

2013 student Academic Award winners. 

 

Seated in the front section in the audience to my right are 

distinguished guests who are joining us today.    

 

Please welcome: 

 

 Trustees Shirley Gofrank, Mike Plotzke, and Aubrey 

Lee; 

 David Hopkins, husband of Deborah Hopkins, today’s 

keynote speaker; 

 Maryann  Dreske, Beth Lilley, and Richard Lilley, 
friends of Ms. Hopkins, and; 

 Jeff Bergeron, husband of Walsh College President, 
Stephanie Bergeron 

 

[APPLAUSE] 
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GREETING FROM THE BOARD OF 

TRUSTEES/INTRODUCTION OF WILLIAM RONEY  

 

RICK BERSCHBACK 

 

It is now my privilege to present William Roney, member of 

the Walsh College Board of Trustees and past chair of the 

Board. 

 

Mr. Roney is a senior vice president and division director at 

Raymond James & Associates. He is also a member of the 

board of directors of the Michigan Council for Economic 

Education. 

 

Please welcome Mr. Roney. 

 

Trustee Roney goes to the center podium and delivers his 

remarks.    

 

TRUSTEE WELCOME: WILLIAM RONEY 

 

Good morning. On behalf of the Walsh College Board of 

Trustees, congratulations graduates. You have made a great 

investment in the degree you will receive today. You 
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dedicated countless hours to study, and now you are a 

bachelor, master, or doctor of your chosen subject. 

 

We anticipate great things from you as you prepare to make 

a difference in the business world. We are excited to see the 

new, creative ways that you will solve critical problems, and 

we are encouraged by your energy and your optimism. This 

graduating class will certainly help the world to become a 

better place.  

 

Congratulations on your graduation! 

 

MR. RONEY returns to his seat on stage. PRESIDENT 

BERGERON approaches center podium to deliver the 

President’s address. 

 

PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS: STEPHANIE BERGERON 

 

Good morning, and congratulations, graduates. As president 

of Walsh College , I welcome you, your families, friends … 

and all who have helped support you along the way to our 

101st commencement.  

 

In January, we celebrated our 100th commencement, and 

naturally, this was a very important milestone for Walsh 

College. We used that ceremony to reflect on the history and 
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legacy of the college. But, this ceremony, our 101st, is just as 

significant.  

 

Today is a pivotal point in Walsh College’s history. As we 

look to the future, and think about our 200th 

commencement, we should all be very optimistic. As Walsh 

College graduates, you have an opportunity to shape the 

future of our communities, companies, and organizations, 

and to position Michigan as one of our country’s most 

highly-respected states. 

 

Last month, I participated in a policy conference at 

Mackinac, a state-wide gathering of private and public sector 

leaders. During the event, there was one simple message the 

attendees heard over and over again: “If there’s a time to be 

hopeful, it’s now.” 

 

I am confident that as Walsh College graduates, you are up to 

the challenge because your education has focused on 

preparing you for the real world of business and to help you 

succeed.    

 

You are destined to make us, your family, and yourselves 

very proud.  
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Based on past experience, we know there may be a few 
graduates in the audience who reluctantly agreed to 
participate in the ceremony today.  
 
You thought we didn't know, right? Well, on behalf of your 
guests, thank you for attending today. You may not know it, 
but this day is perhaps a bigger achievement in the eyes of 
your children, your spouses, your parents, and your 
grandparents, than you could ever imagine. This day will 
leave an impression in their hearts, minds, and photo albums 
long after you have sold your last book and packed away 
your class notes. 
 
In this 101st Commencement class of 487 graduates, 49 

percent of you are women and 51 percent of you are men. 

The range in your ages is a wonderful example of lifelong 

learning. We are awarding undergraduate degrees to 

learners aged 20 to 58.  Recipients of our graduate degrees 

are 23 to 60. 

 

Two of your classmates earned 4.0 grade point averages. 

Both of them are here today. Please join me in congratulating 

Amy Renwanz (Ren-wanz), of Berkley, who earned a 

master’s in accounting, and Sarwat (Sar-wat) Sayed (Say-ed), 

of Sterling Heights, who earned a bachelor’s in business 

administration. 
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I would also like to point out that we have 14 graduates and 

two faculty here today who have served in our country’s 

armed forces. They are distinguished by a red, white, and 

blue regalia cord. It’s a small recognition, but Walsh College 

is honored to have these service men and women among our 

ranks and we want to express our respect and gratitude for 

their service. Could you please stand to be recognized? 

 

In addition, let’s not forget the sacrifices of the military 

families who supported their service members and our 

country.  Please join me in a round of applause for them.   

 

Walsh College faculty members are valuable players on your 

team, as well, because they know that they are better 

teachers if they keep learning. Please join me in 

congratulating Theresa Hilliard and Samuel Palmeri, who 

recently earned doctoral degrees.  

 

Dr. Hilliard earned a DBA in Accounting from Georgia State 

University and Dr. Palmeri earned a PhD in Organization and 

Management from Capella University.  

 

I would like to recognize the men and women who have the 

most important role at Walsh College: preparing our 

graduates for the real world…who champion academic rigor, 
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who themselves love learning and never stop learning… the 

Walsh College Faculty. 

 

Our faculty are very accomplished and two of them were 

recently honored for their work. Just a few days ago, The 

National Defense University presented our own Dr. Sheila 

Ronis with the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff's 

Outstanding Public Service Award. And, Dr. Michael Levens 

just completed a Fulbright Specialist Fellowship in Latvia.  

 

I invite our Walsh College faculty to please stand and be 

recognized …    

 

(APPLAUSE) 

 

Thank you. Now, I’d like to turn the floor back to Professor 

Berschback for the presentation of our honorary doctorate. 

 

PRESENTATION OF HONORARY DOCTORATE/KEYNOTE 

SPEAKER 

 

PROF. BERSCHBACK asks DR. SHIELDS and MR. RONEY to 

escort MS. HOPKINS to center stage. PRESIDENT BERGERON 

remains at the center podium and introduces MS. HOPKINS. 

MR. RONEY and DR. SHIELDS put the honorary doctorate 

hood on MS. HOPKINS. PRESIDENT BERGERON will present 
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her with a degree. PRESIDENT BERGERON, DR. SHIELDS and 

MR. RONEY return to their seats. 

 

RICK BERSCHBACK 

 

Now I would like to ask Dr. Shields and Trustee Roney to 

escort Deborah Hopkins to the podium as we confer the 

Honorary Doctor of Laws degree. 

 

Today, we hood Deborah Hopkins as part of the traditional 

academic dress of the doctoral recipient. The Doctor of Laws 

hood is trimmed with purple, the color representing Law, 

and lined with royal blue and white – the Walsh College 

school colors.  

 

STEPHANIE BERGERON 

 

INTRODUCTION OF DEBORAH HOPKINS: STEPHANIE 

BERGERON 

 

In 2000, Ms. Hopkins was already an established leader in 

the business world and had just been named one of Fortune 

Magazine’s 50 most powerful women. In June of that year, 

Ms. Hopkins gave an interview to Crain’s Detroit Business, in 

which she attributed a good deal of her success to the 

practical lessons she learned as a student at Walsh College. 
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Ms. Hopkins earned a bachelor’s degree in Accounting at 

Walsh College, and we are honored to count her as an 

alumna.  In the Crain’s article, she specifically recalled the 

strength of Walsh College’s faculty, recognizing them as 

practicing professionals with a pragmatic, rather than 

theoretical, approach to education. 

 

Since the Crain’s article, Ms. Hopkins has continued in her 

success. She has held the roles of CFO at Boeing, then Lucent, 

and is now the chief innovation officer and chairman of 

Venture Capital Initiatives at Citi, based in Palo Alto, 

California. In this role, Ms. Hopkins is charged with client-

focused innovation. 

 

We are happy that Walsh College contributed to Ms. 

Hopkins’ success and are pleased that she can be here with 

us today to honor a whole new set of graduates and future 

business leaders.  

 

I recently discovered that Ms. Hopkins has sometimes been 

called “Hurricane Debby” by colleagues. This nickname is not 

a reference to destruction, but alludes to her power and 

strength. There is no doubt that Ms. Hopkins has taken the 

business world “by storm,” leaving a trail of success 

wherever she goes. 
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Ms. Hopkins, the Walsh College Honorary Doctor of Laws 

degree is presented to men and women of distinction for 

their professional and personal achievements and 

leadership in business and in the community.   

 

By the authority of the State of Michigan, vested in our Board 

of Trustees, and by them delegated to me as President of 

Walsh College, I hereby confer upon you the honorary 

degree of Doctor of Laws.   

 

Congratulations, Dr. Deborah Hopkins.  

 

PRESIDENT BERGERON returns to her seat on stage. MS. 

HOPKINS speaks at center podium. 

 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS & POWERPOINT PRESENTATION: 

MS. DEBORAH HOPKINS  

 

MS. HOPKINS returns to her seat on stage.   

 

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS AWARD PRESENTATION 

 

RICK BERSCHBACK 

 

Prof. Berschback approaches the side podium. 



17 
 

 

Now, I’d like to introduce Audrey Olmstead. Ms. Olmstead 

will present our Distinguished Alumni Award to Madhava 

Reddy. 

 

AUDREY OLMSTEAD 

 

I am happy to introduce Madhava Reddy, who is a Walsh 

College Trustee and Alumnus. He is also the founder, 

president, and chief executive officer of HTC Global Services, 

Inc., in Troy, Michigan. 

 

HTC is a global information and technology service and 

solution provider and has experienced significant growth 

since Mr. Reddy founded the company more than 20 years 

ago. HTC has ranked among Michigan’s top five fastest-

growing private companies in each of the last three years.  

 

For two consecutive years, the company has also been on 

Inc. Magazine’s “Inc. 500” list of the fastest-growing private 

companies nationwide.    

 

Mr. Reddy is active within both the community and his 

profession, and is a member of a number of professional 

organizations including the Michigan Minority Business 

Development Council Certification; Detroit Regional 



18 
 

Chamber of Commerce; Michigan Association of Certified 

Public Accountants; and the Asian-Pacific American 

Chamber of Commerce. 

 

It gives me pleasure to present this award to Madhava 

Reddy. 

 

MADHAVA REDDY 

 

MR. REDDY’S REMARKS 

 

MR. REDDY RETURNS TO HIS SEAT. 

 

ACADEMIC AWARDS PRESENTATION 

 

PROF. BERSCHBACK approaches the narrator’s podium and 

announces that DR. SHIELDS will present the academic 

awards.  

 

RICK BERSCHBACK 

 

Dr. Shields will now present special academic achievement 

awards for finance, taxation, and accounting.  

 

DR. SHIELDS approaches the center podium. 
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DR. SHIELDS  

 

Thank you, Professor Berschback. The College will recognize 

each student with a certificate of recognition. Award plaques 

displayed in the Founder’s Court at our Troy campus are 

engraved with the students’ names.   

 

Each year, the Bureau of National Affairs Graduate 

Accounting Award recognizes an outstanding Master of 

Science in Accountancy student for his or her academic work 

and contribution to the College.  This year's winner is Ryan 

Mary Stedman.  Congratulations, Ms. Stedman! 

 

In 1977, the College created the Everett M. Hawley, Jr., 

Taxation Award to promote accounting and taxation through 

education. The award, named for the former chair of the 

board of trustees, annually honors a graduate Taxation 

student for academic achievement. Patricia Lynn Martinez, 

recipient of a Master of Science in Taxation, is our 2013 

recipient. Congratulations, Ms. Martinez! 

 

Every year, the Detroit Chapter of The Financial Executives 

Institute recognizes finance students for outstanding 

academic performance. In March 2012, Tamara A. Olson 

received a medal recognizing her achievement. Ms. Olson 
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will receive a Bachelor of Business Administration today. 

Congratulations, Ms. Olson. 

 

Recently, Louis C. Schmidt V (the fifth), Master of Science in 

Finance graduate, was named as our graduate FEI award 

winner. Congratulations, Mr. Schmidt.  

 

The 2013 undergraduate Financial Executives Institute 

Award was bestowed on Bachelor of Accountancy student 

Ishan (EE-shan) U. Shah. Congratulations, Mr. Shah. 

 

The Detroit Chapter of the Institute of Management 

Accountants established the Firman H. Hass Writing Award 

to recognize a graduate student whose writing contributes 

to the accounting body of knowledge. The chapter named the 

award in honor of former trustee and honorary doctoral 

recipient Firman H. Hass. Amy Elizabeth Renwanz (Ren-

wanz), who is a candidate for a Master of Science in 

Accountancy, is this year’s winner. Congratulations, Ms. 

Renwanz (Ren-wanz). 

 

The Research Institute of America Graduate Tax Award is 

given to an outstanding Master of Science in Taxation 

student for his or her academic work and contribution to 

Walsh College. Michelle Elisha Locke, who has earned her 

MST, is our current winner. Congratulations, Ms. Locke. 
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Each year, the Stanley W. Smith Taxation Manuscript Award 

is bestowed on a Master of Science in Taxation student who 

has written an outstanding paper or thesis in the field of 

taxation. This year’s outstanding paper was written by 

Thomas S. Mitchell. Congratulations, Mr. Mitchell. 

 

And finally, each year, the College awards the Walter B. 

Fisher Award for Excellence in Accounting to a student who 

achieves a 3.5 or better grade point average in the Bachelor 

of Accountancy program. The student also contributes to 

Walsh College or the accounting profession through tutoring, 

club leadership, community service, or other activities. The 

award is named for Walter Fisher, the chair emeritus of the 

Walsh College Board of Trustees. Christopher Ryan Elmore 

is this year’s recipient. Congratulations, Mr. Elmore! 

 

HOODING & INTRODUCTION OF GRADUATE STUDENT 

SPEAKER  

 

PRESIDENT BERGERON approaches the center podium with 

DR. SHIELDS. DR. SHIELDS remains standing near the degree 

table. KAHN HALL stands and walks to center stage as PROF. 

BERSCHBACK gives a brief introduction explaining the 

symbolism of the master’s hood. While PROF. BERSCHBACK is 

speaking, PRESIDENT BERGERON AND DR. SHIELDS hood 
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STUDENT as the ceremonial representative of the entire group 

of master’s graduates.  

 

RICK BERSCHBACK  

 

Traditionally, academic dress for master’s degree candidates 

calls for black robes, with long oblong sleeves and hoods 

lined in the school colors and trimmed in the color 

representing the subject of the degree earned.  

 

At Walsh College, all master’s degree candidates wear hoods 

trimmed with the traditional light brown business color 

known as “drab” and lined with the school colors, royal blue 

and white. 

 

The candidates’ tassels match the colors lining the hoods. 

Members of the Delta Mu Delta national business 

administration honor society wear purple and gold stoles.  

 

Today, we ceremoniously hood student speaker Kahn Hall as 

a symbolic gesture representing the honor earned by the 

entire master’s class. 

 

After the hooding, PRESIDENT BERGERON and DR. SHIELDS 

take their seats. MR. HALL is at the center podium for his 

introduction by PROF. BERSCHBACK. 
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STUDENT SPEAKER INTRODUCTION: RICK BERSCHBACK 

 

Our student speaker today, Kahn Hall, is graduating with a 

Dual Master of Business Administration and Master of 

Science in Finance. Mr. Hall is a program manager in the 

Automotive Seating Division at Johnson Controls and is 

involved in designing world-class automotive interiors for 

General Motors. Please welcome Mr. Hall.  

 

STUDENT SPEAKER:  KAHN HALL 

 

MR. HALL’S REMARKS 

 

MR. HALL returns to his seat on stage. PRESIDENT BERGERON 

and DR. SHIELDS go to the center podium.  

 

CONFERRAL OF DOCTORAL DEGREES 

 

RICK BERSCHBACK 

 

Executive Vice President and Chief Academic Officer Dr. 

David Shields will now present the candidates for the Doctor 

of Management degree from Walsh College.   

 

DR. SHIELDS 
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Will those receiving doctoral degrees please rise? President 

Bergeron, it is my pleasure to present these candidates, who 

have completed all the requirements for the Doctor of 

Management degree, as prescribed by the faculty of Walsh 

College. 

 

STEPHANIE BERGERON 

 

By the authority of the State of Michigan, vested in our Board 

of Trustees, and by them delegated to me as President of 

Walsh College, I hereby confer upon you the Doctor of 

Management degree, with all the rights, privileges, and 

prerogatives appertaining thereto.  

 

On behalf of the board of trustees, Walsh College 

congratulates you on your graduation.  

 

(APPLAUSE)  

 

President Bergeron and Dr. Shields are seated. 

 

PRESENTATION/HOODING OF DM GRADUATES 

 

RICK BERSCHBACK 
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At the conclusion of the applause, FLOOR MARSHALLS lead the 

graduates onto the stage. ANN SAUBIER will move to the side 

podium from her seat on the stage. Graduates line up 

alongside the narrator’s podium. Once the students are in 

place, PROF. BERSCHBACK will introduce each student 

individually, along with her advisors/committee members, and 

read the dissertation title.  

 

The Doctor of Management is the highest academic degree 

offered by Walsh College and academically is considered a 

terminal degree. The program consists of more than two 

years of intensive coursework, qualifying examinations, and 

the researching, writing, and publication of a dissertation, or 

doctoral thesis. 

 

The Doctor of Management program falls under the 

direction of Dr. Linda Hagan. 

 

The Walsh College doctoral gown is royal blue. The sleeves 

are bell shaped and trimmed with three velvet bars. The 

doctoral cap is a tam with a gold tassel.  

 

Dr. Hagan, Dr. Scafe, Dr. Meadows, and President Bergeron go 

to the center podium. 
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The larger, more elaborate doctoral hood is trimmed in drab 

and lined with royal blue and white. The dissertation advisor 

and program director will place the hood on the shoulders of 

each doctoral candidate as he or she receives their degree.   

 

Today’s doctoral graduates are Christopher Davis,  

Jason Lijewski (Lee-s-key), and Ann Saurbier (Sar-beer). 

 

Mr. Davis’ dissertation is titled “The Impact of Intervention 

Methods of Emotional Intelligence.” Dr. Linda Hagan is his 

dissertation advisor, and committee members are Dr. Marla 

Scafe and Dr. Lee Meadows. 

 

Dr. Hagan and committee members step back as President 

Bergeron presents graduate with his degree with shakes 

hands. A photo is taken of President Bergeron and the DM 

graduate. 

 

[PAUSE FOR PHOTO] 

 

RICK BERSCHBACK 

Congratulations, Dr. Davis.  

 

[APPLAUSE] 
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Dr. Hagan, Dr. Ronis, Dr. Levens, and President Bergeron go to 

the center podium. 

 

RICK BERSCHBACK 

 

Mr. Lijewski’s (Lee-s-key’s) dissertation is titled “Exploring 

Implementation of Organization Change toward 

Environmental Stability.” Dr. Hagan is his dissertation 

advisor and committee members are Dr. Sheila Ronis and Dr. 

Mike Levens. 

 

Dr. Hagan and committee members step back as President 

Bergeron presents graduate with his degree and shakes hands. 

A photo is taken of President Bergeron and DM graduate.  

 

[PAUSE FOR PHOTO] 

 

RICK BERSCHBACK 

 

Congratulations, Dr. Lijewski (Lee-s-key). 

 

[APPLAUSE] 

Dr. Ronis, Dr. Meadows, Dr. Scafe, and President Bergeron go 

to the center podium. 

 

RICK BERSCHBACK 
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Ms. Saurbier’s (Sar-beer’s) dissertation is titled “Tacit 

Quality Leadership: A Phenomenological Exploration of the 

Perceptions of Quality Operationalized in the American 

Higher Education Accreditation Process.” Dr. Ronis is her 

dissertation advisor and committee members are Dr. Scafe 

and Dr. Meadows. 

 

Dr. Ronis and committee members step back as President 

Bergeron presents graduate with her diploma and shakes 

hands. A photo is taken of President Bergeron and the DM 

graduate.  

 

[PAUSE FOR PHOTO] 

 

RICK BERSCHBACK 

 

Congratulations, Dr. Saurbier (Sar-beer). 

 

[APPLAUSE] 

 

CONFERRAL OF MASTER’S DEGREES  

 

PRESIDENT BERGERON and DR. SHIELDS go to the center 

podium. 
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RICK BERSCHBACK   

 

Dr. Shields will now present candidates for master’s degrees 

from Walsh College.   

 

DR. SHIELDS 

 

Will all those receiving master’s degrees please rise?  

 

President Bergeron, it is my pleasure to present these 

candidates who have completed all the requirements for a 

master’s degree, as prescribed by the faculty of Walsh 

College. 

 

STEPHANIE BERGERON 

 

By the authority of the State of Michigan, vested in our Board 

of Trustees, and by them delegated to me as President of 

Walsh College, I hereby confer upon you the appropriate 

degree as indicated in your programs, with all the rights, 

privileges, and prerogatives appertaining thereto. 

 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, Walsh College 

congratulates you on your graduation.  

 

(APPLAUSE)  
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At the conclusion of the applause, FLOOR MARSHALS begin 

leading graduate students out of their rows and up the right 

side of the stage.  

 

ANNOUNCING OF MASTERS DEGREE RECIPIENTS 

 

RICK BERSCHBACK 

 

Graduates, please be seated. In your program, the names of 

the degree candidates are listed in alphabetical order. 

Degrees will be announced in the order in which they were 

introduced as academic programs at the College. 

Our readers for the entire ceremony will be: Beth Barnes, 

vice president, chief human resources and administrative 

officer; Helen Kieba-Tolksdorf, vice president, chief financial 

officer and treasurer; and Victoria Scavone, assistance vice 

president, enrollment and student services. 

 

ANNOUNCING OF MASTER’S DEGREE RECIPIENTS 

 

READER: BETH BARNES 

 

We will now announce the degrees for Master of Science in 

Taxation. 
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CINDY VANDAMME will cue LA CORDA to begin playing. 

PRESIDENT BERGERON moves to center stage and DR. 

SHIELDS moves to position in front of scroll table. MS. 

HOPKINS and/or WILLIAM RONEY may also wish to assist; if 

so, they will go behind the scroll table and hand scrolls to DR. 

SHIELDS.  

 

At some point, VICTORIA SCAVONE will take over reading the 

graduate names. 

 

DR. SHIELDS hands a scroll to each student. PRESIDENT 

BERGERON shakes each student’s hand while posing for 

photographer. Graduates continue across stage to shake 

hands with faculty. Floor marshals will lead the graduates 

back to their rows. 

 

After the last master’s graduate walks across the stage, 

PRESIDENT BERGERON and DR. SHIELDS return to the center 

podium. CINDY VANDAMME cues LA CORDA to stop playing. 

 

STEPHANIE BERGERON 

 

Congratulations, graduates. 

 

CONFERRING OF UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES 
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PROF. BERSCHBACK goes to narrator’s podium. PRESIDENT 

BERGERON and DR. SHIELDS go to center podium. 

 

RICK BERSCHBACK 

 

Dr. Shields will now present candidates for undergraduate 

degrees from Walsh College.   

 

DR. SHIELDS 

 

Will all those receiving baccalaureate degrees please rise?  

President Bergeron, it is my pleasure to present these 

candidates who have completed all the requirements for a 

bachelor’s degree, as prescribed by the faculty of Walsh 

College. 

 

STEPHANIE BERGERON 

 

By the authority of the State of Michigan, vested in our Board 

of Trustees, and by them delegated to me as President of 

Walsh College, I hereby confer upon you the appropriate 

degree as indicated in your programs, with all the rights, 

privileges, and prerogatives appertaining thereto. 

 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, Walsh College 

congratulates you on your graduation. 
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(APPLAUSE)  

 

RICK BERSCHBACK  

 

Graduates, please be seated.  

 

FLOOR MARSHALS begin leading undergraduate students out 

of their rows and up to the right side of the stage. CINDY 

VANDAMME cues LA CORDA to begin playing.  

 

PRESIDENT BERGERON moves to center stage and DR. 

SHIELDS goes to the scroll table. MS. HOPKINS and/or MR. 

RONEY may also wish assist; if so, they will go behind the 

scroll table and hand scrolls to DR. SHIELDS.  DR. SHIELDS 

hands scrolls to each student. PRESIDENT BERGERON shakes 

each student’s hand while posing for photographer. 

 

ANNOUNCING OF BACHELOR’S DEGREE RECIPIENTS 

VICTORIA SCAVONE 

 

We will now announce the degrees for Bachelor of 

Accountancy.  

 

Graduates continue across stage to shake hands with faculty. 

Floor marshals will lead the graduates back to their rows. 
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HELEN KIEBA-TOLKSDORF will take over the reading midway 

through the undergraduate degrees. 

 

After the last bachelor’s degree graduate walks across the 

stage, DR. SHIELDS returns to his seat. PRESIDENT 

BERGERON returns to the center podium. CINDY VANDAMME 

cues LA CORDA to stop playing. 

  

STEPHANIE BERGERON 

 

Congratulations, graduates. 

 

(APPLAUSE) 

 

PRESIDENT BERGERON returns to her seat. 

 

ALUMNI WELCOME & RECEPTION INVITATION  

 

PROF. BERSCHBACK approaches the narrator’s podium.  

 

RICK BERSCHBACK 

 

Audrey Olmstead would like to welcome our newest alumni. 

Ms. Olmstead … 
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Vice President OLMSTEAD goes to center podium, gives 

remarks, and returns to her seat. 

 

AUDREY OLMSTEAD  

 

Congratulations, graduates, and welcome, Walsh College 

alumni!  

 

You are officially part of a community now, a community of 

25,000 like-minded individuals who have worked long and 

hard to achieve the status of being Walsh College alums.  

 

My message to you on this very memorable morning is 

simple:  Walsh College is your partner for life in all things 

related to business.  Walsh College is your partner through 

career services, with expert help in resume writing and 

interview coaching. 

 

Walsh College is your partner if you wish to start your own 

business, either as a sideline, or as a fulltime career option.  

Our Blackstone LaunchPad, with services that teach you how 

to be an entrepreneur, is available to you FREE as a Walsh 

College alum. 

 

Finally, as of this moment you are now a member of the 

Walsh College Alumni Association. Dues are FREE, and we 
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hope you will accept our invitation to become active through 

attending our evening networking and social events.  With 

more than 83% of Walsh College alumni living in southeast 

Michigan, the alumni association is an excellent opportunity 

for you to meet other Walsh College alums and keep in touch 

with faculty.   

 

After today’s ceremony, we invite you and your families to 

attend a reception in Room 405.   

 

On your way there, please pick up your free graduation gift 

(HOLD UP THE GIFT TO THE AUDIENCE) from the Walsh 

College Alumni Association.  You can also pick up your 

“Made in Detroit” gift from Dr. Hopkins there as well (HOLD 

UP CAP TO THE AUDIENCE). 

 

Again, congratulations Walsh College alumni!  

 

FINAL ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

RICK BERSCHBACK  

 

After everyone has left the auditorium, graduates and their 

families may return to the stage for photographs for 30 

minutes after the ceremony has concluded.   
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You can also have professional photos taken after the 

ceremony at the Call Photography area in the main lobby.  

 

For more casual photos, there will also be a free photo booth 

available in the west lobby, in the hallway on your way to the 

reception. The Troy Police department will direct traffic 

exiting the parking lot.  There are two exits. Please use the 

driveway on your right if you are going north on Livernois. 

Use the driveway on the left to go south on Livernois.   

 

I will now turn the program over to President Bergeron, who 

will conclude today’s ceremony. 

 

PROF. BERSCHBACK returns to his seat. PRESIDENT 

BERGERON approaches the center podium. 

 

CLOSING REMARKS 

 

STEPHANIE BERGERON 

  

I would like to thank the members of the La Corda Ensemble 

for their performance in today’s program.  

 

(START APPLAUSE) 
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I would also like to thank Karen Hillebrand, our Director of 

Records and Registration, and all the staff and volunteers 

who worked toward making this a successful day.  

 

Audience, please remain seated throughout the recessional.   

 

Some final thoughts:  

 

Ms. Hopkins, we look forward to hearing about your future 

successes, and we hope you will continue to look to Walsh 

College as a valuable resource. And, thank you for your 

generosity, I cannot think of a more appropriate gift for our 

graduates than the “Made in Detroit” cap. 

 

Earlier, I shared with you my vision for the future of our 

state. Perhaps Michigan’s past struggles are what brought 

you to Walsh College as you looked for new career 

opportunities, or for the credentials to strengthen your 

career path. I am happy to hear many of you say that Walsh 

College has given you the knowledge and ability to achieve 

your goals. Now that you are graduating, it is your turn to 

give back. I am confident that you will take the skills you 

learned at Walsh College and use them to give back to our 

state. Michigan’s future looks promising, but we need your 

help to get there. 
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Graduates, make us proud. And, be sure to thank your 

families for the support and encouragement they have given 

you along the way. We are all confident that you will soon be 

contributing to Michigan’s turnaround. 

 

Graduates and Walsh College faculty, please rise.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, it is my pleasure to present the Walsh 

College Class of 2013! 

 

(APPLAUSE) 

 

RECESSIONAL 

 

VIPs: Stand and exit stage left to the Minister’s Lounge. 

 

Faculty: Stand and exit out center aisle. 

 

Graduates: After the last faculty marshal passes, floor 

marshals will have graduates stand and process out center 

aisle behind faculty marshals. 


