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Good morning, everyone. Welcome to Walsh College’s 

Novi campus. I’m Stephanie Bergeron, the president of 

Walsh College. 

 

We have a great program for you this morning, featuring 

some of our region’s top public servants – State Senator 

Mike Kowall, Oakland County Executive L. Brooks 

Patterson, and Novi Mayor Bob Gatt. 

 

I’d like to recognize Strategic Federal Affairs, a 

government relations firm, for bringing us all together this 

morning. Among our guests today, are members of a city 



 
2 

 

manager coalition from Sweden. I’m honored to welcome 

you to Walsh College and to Novi.  

 

Ed Batayeh (BUH-TAY-AH) is the director of our Novi 

campus, and I hope you’ll all take the opportunity to thank 

him for hosting this important event. 

 

I’m confident that many of you have become familiar with 

Walsh’s marketing campaign: “Live. Breathe. Business.” 

Although we’re certainly well recognized for our dedication 

to real-world business education since we were founded in 

1922, there may be a few things you still don’t know about 

us.  
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We first began offering classes in Novi in 1993 and 

opened this campus just five years later in 1998. Today, 

the Novi campus serves 950 students with 35,000 square 

feet of technology-enriched classrooms, through 12 

academic undergraduate and graduate programs.  

 

The Walsh Novi campus is even used by Michigan State 

University for several of its classes. Through a unique 

partnership, Michigan State students can earn a business 

certificate by taking three business classes through Walsh. 

In return, Walsh MBA students can augment their program 

with three graduate-level advertising and public relations 

courses from Michigan State. 
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Walsh is now one of Michigan’s largest graduate business 

schools. Our faculty members have contemporary 

business experience and are highly-respected in their 

chosen fields. 89% of our graduates remain in Michigan 

and many our alumni hold influential leadership positions 

across multiple industries. 

 

Overall, I hope you remember that Walsh College is 

dedicated to southeast Michigan and Novi. We are 

committed to developing local businesses, improving the 

community, and preparing our students to be leaders.   

 

Thank you for the opportunity to talk to you today. Now, I’d 

like to introduce our first panelist. 
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State Senator Mike Kowall of White Lake has been a 

member of the senate since 2010. He previously served in 

the State House and in the White Lake township 

government. He holds a number of leadership positions in 

the State Senate including the Reforms, Restructuring, 

and Reinventing Committee, which is charged with finding 

ways to implement changes and best practices to 

restructure government when necessary, and to reinvent 

how the state does business. 

[Kowall speaks and then introduces Patterson. 

Patterson speaks, then Stephanie introduces Gatt]. 

Thank you, Brooks. Now, I’d like to introduce Bob Gatt. 

Bob was elected mayor of Novi in 2011 and previously 

served as the city’s mayor pro tem. He also spent eight 

years as a member of the Novi City Council and 30 years 
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as a law enforcement officer. Bob is passionate about 

public safety and is an avid community advocate.  

[Gatt speaks, then back to Stephanie.] 

Thank you, Bob. Before we get to your questions, I’d like 

to give our sponsor, the Suburban Collection Showplace, 

a few minutes to speak with you. The Suburban Collection 

is currently building a new hotel in Novi, and they’ve 

always been happy to support Walsh. Please welcome, 

NAME TBD.  

[Representative from Suburban Collection speaks]. 

Now, let’s get to your questions … 

*** 

Thank you to everyone who attended this morning, and 

special thanks to our speakers. I hope you found this 
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event insightful, and I look forward to seeing you all at 

Walsh again very soon. Have a great day. 

 


