
Stop and Smell the

A guide to help you pick the perfect bloom. The classic rose has 
variations each with a significant meaning. So be sure to choose 

the right color for your message.

6 Color Meanings

3. Orange
Desire, Enthusiasm and Passion
They can be seen as a bridge between friendship, an expres-
sion of fascination, or a gift to say ‘I’m proud of you.’

Perfect for Halloween honeymoons; minor academic 
achievements; subtly hitting on married people.

2. White 
Purity, Innocence, Sympathy, Spirituality

The white rose is a traditional wedding flower. In this sense, white rep-
resents unity, virtue, and the pureness of a new love. White roses are also 

associated with honor and reverence, which makes them a fitting memorial 
for a departed loved one.

Perfect for your wife (first day of marriage); your wife (last day of marriage.)

6. Yellow
Friendship, Joy, Get Well

Closely associated with the sun, these roses are ex-
cellent for cheering people up. Yellow sends a message 
of appreciation and platonic love without the romantic 

subtext of other colors. 

Perfect for tormenting your ex; worshiping Sekhmet or 
your solar deity of choice; picnics in the 1930s.

4. Lavender
 Enchantment, Majesty, Love at First Sight

The color purple has a traditional association with royal-
ty. In this regard, shades of lavender roses suggest an air 

of regal majesty and splendor. 

Perfect for encouraging crazy bosses; patronizing The 
Queen; dinner with Kanye.

1. Red
Love and Romance
One of the most universal of all symbols, the red rose rep-
resents true love. It has also appeared throughout history 
and across cultures as both a political and religious symbol.

Perfect for freaking out your first date; 
covering beer stains; wooing a hunky 
bishop.

5. Pink
Love, Gratitude, Appreciation
Pink carries with it the connotation of grace 
and elegance, as well as sweetness and poetic 
romance. Dark pink roses are a traditional 

way to say thanks. Light pink roses are as-
sociated with gentleness and admiration, 
and can also be used as an expression of 
sympathy.

Perfect for sick secretaries; the 
platinum blonde in your life; this 
well-mannered horse.


