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Directors and 
advocates from 
eastern Montana 
and western North 
Dakota, including 
Sadie Young Bird 
(second from left), 
Darianne Johnson 
(fourth from left), and 
Stacey Pfliiger (third 
from right) present to 
the afternoon group 
at the Oil Boom 
Listening Summit 
in Sidney, Mont. on 
July 17.

Listening Summit brings Montana, North Dakota together

NOTEWORTHY NEWS  

Black Gold Boom looks at oil crime stats
Of the many stories told by Black Gold Boom about life in oil country, a recent article was just what we were looking for -- a deeper look at crime reports from oil-producing counties analyzed by North Dakota Attorney General Wayne Stenehjem’s office.

One of the articles about the first appearance of 2011 crime statistics (along with a full report) can be found here. 

Although the Office of Attorney General interprets that the chance of being a victim of an aggravated assault is about the same in the western part of the state as it is anywhere else, and that the chances of being raped are lower, the overall 
picture is 
missing 
many data 
reports from 

Advocates and directors of 
crisis intervention centers in 
western North Dakota and 
eastern Montana gathered 
to discuss emerging issues 
they face providing services 
in areas flush with oil 
production. 

The North Dakota 
Council on Abused Women’s 
Services (NDCAWS) and the 
Montana Coalition Against 
Domestic and Sexual Violence 
(MCADSV) partnered to 
host the first ever Oil Boom 
Listening Summit in Sidney, 
Mont. on July 17.

More than 75 advocates, 
state and federal leaders 
attended the summit held in 
the Richland County Rodeo & 
Event Center in Sidney. 

The morning featured 
small group discussions for 
advocates only led by Kristina 
Swanson and Heidi Wallace, 
facilitators from the National 
Coalition Building Institute in 
Missoula, Mont. 

Advocates identified various 
ways oil production has 
affected their communities 
to share with attendees at the 

afternoon session. 

The afternoon session 
began with morning reports 
from advocates followed by 
small group discussions based 
on geographic areas. In these 
conversations, participants 
discussed the issues at greater 
length and generated ideas 
for addressing some of these 
concerns. Later, groups shared 
their thought process and any 
new possible solutions.

From this juncture, NDCAWS 
and MCADSV are awaiting 
a summary report of the CONTINUED 
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LEFT: NDCAWS Executive Director Janelle Moos 
looks over the beginning of the morning session.
ABOVE: NCBI facilitators Heidi Wallace and 
Kristina Swanson. 

dialogue and ideas from the summit. 

This information will then be 

distributed to programs and publicized 

to raise awareness.

Representing NDCAWS were 

Janelle Moos, Executive Director, 

Stephanie Gerhardt, Training 

Coordinator, Courtney Monroe,  

Sexual Assault Program Coordinator, 

Anna McDaniel, Americorps*VISTA 

volunteer, and Jennifer Weisgerber, 

PR/Communications Coordinator.

Information about NDCAWS, 

domestic and sexual violence were 

available, and the Clothesline Project 

was displayed in the venue.

A separate project has also evolved 

from the Oil Boom Listening Summit. 

NDCAWS filmed the trip to Sidney 

and during the afternoon session of 

the summit to develop a chronicle of 

both the process and the discussion 

that took place. 

To discover some of the 
conversation of the day, check out 

our Twitter feed at www.twitter.com/

NDCAWS. Just 
scroll down to 
July 17 and look 
for the hashtag 
#heretolisten12. 

We encourage 
any futher 

online conversation on Twitter about 

oil production in communities or 

other related content to be tagged with 

the hashtag #heretolisten12 to keep the 

conversation going. 

Look for more soon on the summary 

report from the facilitators and 

updates on the video! Follow current 

news online at www.facebook.com/

NDCAWS.

MCADSV Director Kelsen Young, far right, standing, 
listens to a small group discussion in the afternoon 
regarding Montana programs. Also at the table was Forum 
Communications reporter Amy Dalrymple.
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local law enforcement, which 

would paint a more accurate 

picture.

Reporter and radio producer 

Todd Melby analyzes how fear 

compares to the facts regarding 

crime in oil country. To read the 

full Black Gold Boom article, 

go here. 

Black Gold Boom: How Oil Changed North Dakota is an 

independent, multimedia documentation and journey through 

western North Dakota -- a project by Prairie Public and Localore, 

a national initiative produced by the Association of Independents 

in Radio, with financial support from the Corporation of Public 

Broadcasting, the Wyncote Foundation, the John D. and Catherine 

T. MacArthur Foundation, the National Endowment for the Arts, 

and the Spence Law Firm. To experience Black Gold Boom, go to 

www.blackgoldboom.com.

http://www.twitter.com/NDCAWS
http://www.twitter.com/NDCAWS
http://www.facebook.com/NDCAWS
http://www.facebook.com/NDCAWS
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newsworthy
NDWN Annual Meeting 
and Woman of the Year 
Celebration Sept. 29

The North Dakota Women’s 
Network will hold its Annual 
Meeting and Woman of the Year 
celebration on Saturday, Sept. 
29. 

Workshops running from 
1-5:00 p.m. will highlight 
North Dakota women of the 
past, present, and future. 
Featured presenters include 
Coline Jenkins, Linda Wurtz, 
Lorraine Davis, and The Group 
that Opened the Box. A social 
begins at 5 p.m., with an 
evening celebration of Connie 
Hildebrand – NDWN’s Woman of 
the Year for 2012.

The meeting and dinner 
will be held at the Kelly Inn in 
Bismarck, where a block of 
rooms will be held until Sept. 8.

Go here to register. For more 
information on the North Dakota 
Women’s Network or the Annual 
Meeting and Woman of the 
Year Celebration, go to www.
ndwomen.org.

NDCAWS hires partner for 
Engaging Men grant work

The North Dakota Council on 
Abused Women’s Services has 
hired consultant Al Nygard to 
do field work with the Engaging 
Men grant program. The goal 
of the project in North Dakota 
is to foster lasting relationships 
within the energy industry 
across the state to address the 
role of men in ending violence 
against women in North Dakota. 
Nygard, along with an assistant, 
will be collecting data from 
focus groups, meetings, and 

community 
forums 
that will be 
analyzed 
and used 
to create 
campaign 
materials 
by NDCAWS 
staff.

Nygard is the President and 
CEO of Al Nygard Consulting, a 
Management Consulting firm that 
specializes in culturally sensitive 
approaches to management and 
management training. He has 
over 23 years of experience in 
management techniques and 
the study of the art and science 
of management. Al Nygard 
Consulting is a minority-owned 
firm established in 1995 with a 
client base that encompasses all 
types and sizes of businesses, 
organizations and government 
entities. 

Al has worked with tribes in 
designing and constructing 
detention facilities on tribal lands 
as well as convention centers and 
hotels. ANC has also developed 
its own unique approach 
to sustainable community 
development which has proved 
successful in tribal communities. 
Nygard is an enrolled member of 
the Three Affiliated Tribes. He is a 
veteran of the U.S. Army retiring 
at the rank of Major with service 
in Desert Storm. He lives with his 
wife LuAnn in Bismarck.

Authentic Voices 
publishes new edition

Authentic Voices, a project of 
Prevent Child Abuse North Dakota, 
hosted a free book signing of their 
newest edition at the Children’s 
Justice Symposium in Bismarck 
on July 24. Authentic Voices is 
a collective of survivors and 
supporters who work to protect 
children and motivate adults by 
sharing their voices.

Contributing authors are female 
and male survivors of child abuse 
and sexual assault. The collection 
contains original creative writing, 
featuring poetry, rants, lyrics, and 
short stories. The 2012 edition 
comes complete with a Reader’s 
Guide to help readers teach, learn, 
and share.

To get a copy or learn more 
about the project, go to www.
stopchildabusend.com/programs/
authentic-voices.html. Copies can 
also be checked out at libraries 
across North Dakota: http://www.
worldcat.org/title/authentic-voices-
north-dakota-childhood-sexual-
assault-and-abuse-survivors/
oclc/739646284.

Karen Van Fossan, consultant for Prevent Child 
Abuse North Dakota and the project director for 
Authentic Voices, personalizes autographs at 
the book signing on July 24. 

Things happening we 
should know about? 
Email jweisgerber@

ndcaws.org!
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Report asks Where are the Women? of North Dakota
by Linda Johnson Wurtz, MA

In North Dakota, we often 
ask, “Where are the women?” 
Currently, North Dakota has 
one woman holding a statewide 
elective office. The state 
legislature has just 14.9% women, 
giving North Dakota a ranking 
as 45th state in the nation. One 
woman sits on the Board of Higher 
Education (Two as of June 19, 
2012, when Kathleen Neset was 
appointed to fulfill Claus Lemke’s 
unexpired term). None of North 
Dakota’s eleven state-supported 
colleges and universities has a 
woman as president. Just 22% of 
township officers are women and a 
mere 6% of county commissioners 
are women (2011). 

“Where Are the Women” is a 
white paper that argues it’s about 
more than women’s rights. There 

is a business case for having 
women in positions of leadership. 
Research and corporate 
experience have shown that 
companies with women at the top 
rate better in profitability, creativity, 
and performance. Research of 
legislators shows that women are 
more likely to work across the 
aisle, listen to their constituency, 
and promote transparency. 

“Where Are the Women” includes 
recommendations by experts 
such as using gender diversity 
indicators as part of management 
performance reviews and having 
a woman on every short list 
for appointment or promotion. 
Specifically in North Dakota, we 
should strengthen our statute 
and then include those directives 
in the appointment process. 
Women should be recruited for 

appointments, particularly in 
nontraditional careers. Non-profit 
and for profit organizations should 
analyze their gender balance and 
consider the many benefits that 
women bring to the table. “Where 
Are the Women” argues that North 
Dakota needs to recognize the 
challenge and purposefully plan to 
meet it. 

For the complete Where Are the 
Women? report, go to the North 
Dakota Women’s Network site. 
This research and white paper 
were paid for by the Otto Bremer 
Foundation as part of the Ready 
to Run – North Dakota Project. 
Other acknowledgements go to the 
North Dakota Women’s Network 
Think Tank, Susan B. Castner, 
Vision 2020 Oregon Delegate, and 
Marcia Coné, Vision 2020 Rhode 
Island Delegate.

NDCAWS attended the North 
Dakota Children’s Justice Symposium  
July 24-26 in Bismarck. 

The symposium was sponsored by 
the North Dakota Supreme Court, 

Children and Family Services Division 
of the North Dakota Department of 
Human Services, the North Dakota 
Court Improvement Project, and the 
UND Children and Family Services 
Training Center. 

Topics covered at the conference 
included understanding and involving 
fathers, secondary trauma, rural 
issues related to child abuse and 
neglect, alternative therapies, suicide 
prevention and more.

Supporting justice for children
The NDCAWS/CASAND information booth at the Children’s Justice 

Symposium in Bismarck. Training Coordinator Stephanie Gerhardt hangs Clothesline Project t-shirts.
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KUDOS!
Send in your awards, thank yous, and 

announcements!

$150K Bremer Foundation grant 
to fund AARC’s Hope House

The Otto Bremer Foundation has awarded the 
Abused Adult Resource Center in Bismarck a 
$150,000 grant for transitional shelter operations. 

The grant, the second AARC has received from 
the Bremer Foundation, will be distributed over two 
years and will fund 20% of the daily operations for 
the Diane Zainhofsky Hope House. The Hope House 
was founded in 2010 with the first Bremer Foundation 
grant and provides up to two-year shelter assistance 
for women and children – more of an independent 
living-type environment compared to AARC’s 
emergency shelter, Pam’s House. 

The grant will help fund staff salaries, utility costs, 
and assistance for abused women, which includes 
some financial assistance, transportation, child care, 
life skills and employment services, and referrals for 
counseling and health. Between its two shelters, AARC 
can house more than 30 families at a time.

Katie Oliver has been hired 
as the new volunteer and 
special events coordinator at 
the Abused Adult Resource 
Center (AARC) in Bismarck.

She began June 25, 
replacing Michelle Tait, 
who resigned to pursue 
other interests. For the past 
year, Oliver has been office 

manager at the North Dakota 
Hospitality Association in 
Bismarck.

Oliver attended Bismarck 
State College and then 
earned a degree in theater at 
Minnesota State University 
Moorhead. After college, 
she moved to Minneapolis 
to pursue a career in stage 

management, and returning 
to Bismarck to take a job with 
the North Dakota Legislature. 
Later, she became program 
manager for Bismarck’s 
Shade Tree Players as well as 
beginning employment at the 
Hospitality Association. 

Oliver can be reached via 
email at katieo@btinet.net. 

Otto Bremer Foundation gives to DVCC toward new facilities
On July 17, the Minot Domestic Violence Crisis Center (DVCC) broke ground on the site of the soon-to-be Campus of Hope, a new facility that will condense the main office, safe home, and two transitional living units under one roof on  3.6 acres of land east of the old Jefferson School.

The DVCC received a $400,000 grant from the Otto Bremer Foundation to support the replacement of transitional housing facilities that were lost in the flood and help the center to consolidate its programs and activities at a single site. The new facilities will replace the only transitional housing for victims of domestic violence within 100 miles of Minot.

Katie Oliver new AARC volunteer/special events coordinator

ABOVE: Executive Director of 
the DVCC in Minot Dena Filler 
stands with representatives 
from the Bremer Foundation,
DVCC Board of Directors, and
staff during the ceremony. 
LEFT: It’s a “shovel-ready” 
project!
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DVCC to host first bike run
The Domestic Violence Crisis Center (DVCC) in 

Minot is hosting its first annual Ride to Remember 
Poker Run on Aug. 25.

Registration begins at 11 a.m. with riders (of 
motorcycles, cars or trucks) back to The Landing 
Bar by 6 p.m. The stops are listed in the following 
order: Pit Road Bar in Carpio, Shooters Saloon in 
Grano, The Homestead Bar in Lansford, Drinks Bar 
in Mohall, Hooterville in Ruthville, and finally back to 
The Landing Bar in Minot.

As part of the bike run, the DVCC is holding a 
fundraiser raffle. Tickets are $10 and the prizes are 
a 50” LG television, a $300 spa package, and a 
Kindle Fire. Raffle participants need not be present 
to win. For a ticket or more information, stop by 
the DVCC office at 3331 Burdick Expressway E. 
or mail a request for a ticket with payment, your 
name, address, and phone number to the office. All 
proceeds benefit the DVCC.

See DVCC’s Facebook page for more information.

All smiles for school supplies
The Women’s Action & Resource Center (WARC) in 

Beulah will be able to help kids from school supply 
donations to the first annual Carousel of Smiles on 
Saturday, August 11 in Hazen. The event, hosted 
by Jahraus Dental in Hazen, is a free dental health 
screening day where school supplies will also be 
distributed. Supplies not distributed on Aug. 11 will 
be donated to WARC for distribution to children in 
their service area.

People are encouraged to contribute school 
supplies beforehand, but can bring them to Hazen 
City Hall on the day of the event. Collection trailers 
are set up at Tesoro in Hazen and Beulah. The 
following supplies are being requested: notebooks 
(wide and college-ruled), pencils, crayons, colored 
pencils, markers, pens, red pens, dry erase markers, 
highlighters, calculators, pocket and regular folders, 
3-ring binders, glue, index cards, rulers, compasses, 
erasers, USB memory drives, and Kleenex. 

For more information on needed school supplies, 
contact the WARC office at 701-873-2274. For more 
information on the Carousel of Smiles services, 
contact Jahraus Dental in Hazen at 701-748-2730. 

EVENTS
Send in your fundraisers and event 

announcements!

4th annual ‘Safe Home 
for Kids’ glo-ball golf Aug. 31

Golfing fun for a good cause is the focus for the 

Abused Adult Resource Center’s (AARC) fourth 

annual benefit night golf event Aug. 31st at the 

Municipal Golf Course in Mandan.

The Safe Home for Kids Glo-Ball Golf Scramble is 

a special fundraiser for the families and children in 

Pam’s House, AARC’s temporary shelter for those 

leaving violence in their lives. 

The event will feature teams of up to four golfers 

who will play nine holes in a best-ball, scramble 

format with a shotgun start at 7 p.m. After a snack 

break at the municipal pro shop, the teams will play 

the same format but as “glo-ball” golf in the evening. 

There will be prizes as well as individual golf prizes.

AARC is looking for more sponsors and golfers for 

this fun event. Anyone interested in sponsoring a 

team or a hole at the tournament, please contact 

Katie Oliver at 222-8370 or by email at katieo@

btinet.net.

AARC raffle 
helping children

The Abused Adult Resource Center in Bismarck 

provided shelter for 222 children last year who 

needed a safe place free from violence. The annual 

Safe Home for Kids Raffle features almost $3000 

in prizes and helps provide stable temporary homes 

for families. Tickets are $2 each and are available at 

the Seeds of Hope Gift and Thrift Store in downtown 

Bismarck or at the AARC Offices. The drawing will be 

held Aug. 31.6
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Upcoming training and webinars

NDCAWS TRAINING
August 8-9: DELTA/RPE 
Grantee Training, Fargo 
ABOUT: Prevention grantees 
will gather to discuss building 
organizational capacity, 
working in community settings, 
prevention activities, process 
evaluation, data management 
and evaluation techniques.

August 9-10: SOCT Training, 
Bismarck 
ABOUT: The state Sexual 
Offender Containment 
Team (SOCT) is comprised 
of probation officers who 
handle sex offender-specific 
caseloads, sex offender-
specific treatment providers, 
polygraph examiners, and 
victim advocates, who work 
together to ensure sex 
offenders remain accountable 
to external controls set by the 
court, develop and manage 
internal controls, monitoring 
compliance with treatment and 
supervision conditions, as well 
as representing the interest 
of and supporting victims. 
This training will include 
discussion on probation 
and parole supervision and 
revocation, secondary trauma, 
effective interventions, and 
child pornography, internet 
offenders, and human 
trafficking.

August 21-22: Model Law 
Enforcement SA Policy 
Training, Casselton 
ABOUT: In partnership with 
the International Association 
of Chiefs of Police (IACP), 
the North Dakota Office of 
Attorney General and the North 
Dakota Council on Abused 
Women’s Services/Coalition 
Against Sexual Assault in 
North Dakota, present a sexual 
assault training to provide 
administrators, officers and 
investigators guidelines for 
responding to reports of sexual 
assault, collaboration with 
local response teams, victim 

assistance, investigations 
and implementation or 
enforcement of departmental 
sexual assault policy.

August 23-24: Model Law 
Enforcement SA Policy 
Training, Bismarck 
ABOUT: This Model Law 
Enforcement SA Policy Training 
is the same as the one in 
Casselton, just located in 
Bismarck.

August 30-31: Directors 
Retreat, Medora 
ABOUT: Directors will meet 
in scenic Medora to connect, 
explore current issues, and 
plan for the future.

 
GENERAL WEBINARS  
& TRAINING:
August 14, 1 p.m, CST: Core 
Competencies and Abilities 
of Preventionists

This web conference is the first 
in a series that will discuss 
the contents of a prevention 
resource packet developed by 
the National Sexual Violence 
Resource Center (NSVRC). 
Ever wonder what makes a 
good preventionist? What 
knowledge, skills and attitudes 
are necessary to carry out 
prevention initiatives in 
communities? Find out in this 
web conference, facilitated by 
Jen Grove of the NSVRC and 
Liz Zadnik of the Pennsylvania 
Coalition Against Rape.

Host: David Lee, CALCASA, 
PreventConnect

Presenters: Jen Grove, 
Prevention Outreach 
Coordinator, National Sexual 
Violence Resource Center

Liz Zadnik, Education & 
Resource Coordinator, 
Pennsylvania Coalition Against 
Rape

August 14, 2 p.m.: Serving 
the Whole Survivor: Using 
Holistic Healing with Rural 
Sexual Assault Survivors, 
Iowa Coalition Against 
Sexual Assault

Holistic healing is a broad 
term that encompasses many 
non-traditional therapeutic 
practices, such as equine 
therapy, movement and yoga, 
horticultural therapy, and 
Somatic Experiencing. For 
too long, these methods have 
been a well-kept secret. Now, 
more and more advocates 
in the anti-violence field are 
recognizing the benefits of 
using alternative healing 
modalities with sexual violence 
survivors. This 90-minute 
webinar will introduce OVW 
Rural Grantees to non-
traditional support group and 
counseling services through 
the practice experience of 
three experts from the field. 
Shamecca Bryant, Emily Tofte, 
and Corinne Sanchez will 
discuss their philosophy on 
using holistic healing methods 
with survivors of sexual 
violence. Participants will 
learn ways to integrate these 
practices into their rural dual/
multi-service agencies with 
support from board, staff and 
community members.

August 15 & 16, 1 p.m. 
CST: When place is the 
focus: Connecting sexual 
and domestic violence 
prevention approaches 
to your community, 
PreventConnect

As the evidence grows 
around the impact of place in 
determining health outcomes, 
more and more initiatives are 
designed around a place rather 
than a specific health issue. 
This signals a shift in the field 
and an opportunity revisit how 
prevention efforts are linked 

to their communities. Join 
PreventConnect to explore how 
sexual and domestic violence 
practitioners are adapting by 
facilitating strategies defined 
and led by community.

Guest speakers:  
·  Aldo Seoane, Outreach 
Facilitation Specialist, White 
Buffalo Calf Women Society 

·  Rosa Maria Gonzalez-Guarda, 
Assistant Professor, School of 
Nursing & Health Studies at 
University of Miami 

·  Karen Artichoker, Consultant, 
Indigenous Women’s Justice 
Institute

August 15, 12:00 p.m. 
CST: Working with Women 
who are Victims of DV and 
Substance Abuse, National 
Indigenous Women’s 
Resource Center 

August 23, 8 a.m. CST: 
Battered Mothers and 
Parental Kidnapping – What 
Every Advocate Should 
Know 

This webinar will provide 
tools to equip advocates help 
women who are considering 
fleeing make fully informed 
decisions and will include 
a brief overview of state 
and federal kidnapping 
laws, focusing on those with 
particular importance for 
battered women. Participants 
will explore a hypothetical case 
from start to finish and identify 
effective interventions and 
strategies for the women and 
children they serve.

Facilitated by Cindene Pezzell, 
J.D., Staff Attorney, and Quitita 
Cavero, J.D., Staff Attorney, 
National Clearinghouse for the 
Defense of Battered Women
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http://nsvrc.org/publications/nsvrc-publications-information-packets/perfect-shade-change-resources-sexual-violence
http://www.nsvrc.org/
http://www.nsvrc.org/
http://www.pcar.org/
http://www.pcar.org/
http://www.nsvrc.org/
http://www.nsvrc.org/
http://www.pcar.org/
http://www.pcar.org/
http://nsvrc.org/calendar/14595
http://nsvrc.org/calendar/14595
http://nsvrc.org/calendar/14595
http://nsvrc.org/calendar/14595
http://nsvrc.org/calendar/14595
http://nsvrc.org/calendar/14595
http://preventconnect.org/2012/07/when-place-is-the-focus/
http://preventconnect.org/2012/07/when-place-is-the-focus/
http://preventconnect.org/2012/07/when-place-is-the-focus/
http://preventconnect.org/2012/07/when-place-is-the-focus/
http://preventconnect.org/2012/07/when-place-is-the-focus/
http://www.wbcws.org/
http://www.wbcws.org/
http://www.miami.edu/sonhs/index.php/sonhs/
http://www.miami.edu/sonhs/index.php/sonhs/
http://www.miami.edu/sonhs/index.php/sonhs/
http://chargingbuffalo.org/6.html
http://chargingbuffalo.org/6.html
https://www3.gotomeeting.com/register/521097342
https://www3.gotomeeting.com/register/521097342
https://www3.gotomeeting.com/register/521097342
http://www.ncjfcj.org/developing-skills-custody-cases-battered-mothers-and-parental-kidnapping-what-every-advocate-should
http://www.ncjfcj.org/developing-skills-custody-cases-battered-mothers-and-parental-kidnapping-what-every-advocate-should
http://www.ncjfcj.org/developing-skills-custody-cases-battered-mothers-and-parental-kidnapping-what-every-advocate-should
http://www.ncjfcj.org/developing-skills-custody-cases-battered-mothers-and-parental-kidnapping-what-every-advocate-should
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Pandora’s Project offers a wealth online
By Anna McDaniel

For advocates looking for a great 
online resource to help diverse sexual 
assault survivors, start at www.pandys.
org. Pandora’s Project is an online resource and support guide 
for survivors of rape and sexual abuse based out of Minneapolis. The project is staffed 
entirely by volunteer survivors and offers resources for male survivors, LGBTQ survivors, 
kid and teen survivors, and partner rape survivors. Pandy’s offers survivor-focused 
resources in a variety of presentations. There are PDF articles, online discussion boards, 
and transcripts of previous online chats, as well as a Lending Library that offers print and 
multimedia materials. 

If you are interested in investigating the types of resources Pandy’s offers 
before referring a survivor, I would recommend reading the following articles. An 
article titled “Sexual Violence & Grief” (http://www.pandorasproject.org/articles/

sexualviolenceandgrief.html) offers a very accessible introduction to the healing 
process and might help an individual who has just come forward 
for the first time. A man who has approached you for help might be 
interested in “Male Rape & Assault: Dispelling the Myths.” (http://
www.pandorasproject.org/articles/malerape.html) Perhaps you 
are working with a survivor who could benefit from a “Quick Info 
Card” (http://www.pandorasproject.org/quickinfocards.html) to 
utilize when scheduling appointments with medical professionals. 
These resources are only a small sampling of what is available on 
www.pandys.org. Every article or resource is also available in a 
PDF format so that you can download and print resources for your 
participants who don’t have access to a computer. 

The message boards are only open to survivors and are 
extensively moderated. There are several safeguards in place to ensure that 

the message boards and chats are a welcoming and healing space. Please go “here” 
(http://www.pandorasproject.org/professionals.html#problems) to read about the safety 
guidelines established by Pandy’s. This online collection of tools is a great example of a 
healing resource that draws on varied survivor experiences and offers community and 
support to participants who may have difficulty finding that in a traditional support group. 

Download their July 2012 newsletter at http://www.pandorasproject.org/newsletters/
Newsletterjuly2012.pdf. 

Sexual assault survivor “Quick Info Card”

SA update
A place for resources, 

information, and case studies 
of how to better help survivors 

of sexual assault

If you have SA-specific news, program updates, or great resources to share, email jweisgerber@ndcaws.org 

http://www.pandys.org
http://www.pandys.org
http://www.pandorasproject.org/articles/sexualviolenceandgrief.html
http://www.pandorasproject.org/articles/sexualviolenceandgrief.html
http://www.pandorasproject.org/articles/malerape.html
http://www.pandorasproject.org/articles/malerape.html
http://www.pandorasproject.org/quickinfocards.html
http://www.pandys.org
http://www.pandorasproject.org/newsletters/Newsletterjuly2012.pdf
http://www.pandorasproject.org/newsletters/Newsletterjuly2012.pdf
mailto:jweisgerber%40ndcaws.org?subject=SA%20Update%20story%20idea
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PreventConnect has 
unveiled its new online 
learning site,  
learn.preventconnect.org. 
This new site guides learners 
through courses designed 
to increase capacity to 
prevent sexual and domestic 
violence. Courses are 
categorizes by topic, level 
and role. 

Users can track their 
progress through the 
courses, interact with 
other users and test their 
knowledge while completing 
courses. 

Courses convey 
information through a 
series of learning steps 
involving text, audio and 
video resources. Specifically, 
four new intermediate 
level courses feature 
new presentations from 
PreventConnect:

1. Community Mobilization 
and Primary Prevention 
teaches participants how to 
engage community members 
in sexual and domestic 
violence primary prevention 
efforts. It shares examples 

of successful community 
mobilization projects and 
walks through the steps to 
planning such projects. 

2. Coordinating Prevention 
Across Domestic and Sexual 
Violence explores multiple 
perspectives informing 
sexual and domestic violence 
prevention. Presenting best 
practices for prevention, 
it guides learners through 
the steps necessary to plan 
effective primary prevention 
efforts. 

3. Engaging Bystanders in 
the Prevention of Sexual and 
Domestic Violence supports 
users in applying bystander 
engagement theory to sexual 
and domestic violence 
prevention work. It provides 
examples of successful 
bystander engagement 
projects at all levels of the 
social ecology and outlines 

steps for planning bystander 
engagement initiatives. 

4. Social Marketing as a 
Tool in Primary Prevention 
presents social marketing 
as described in recent 
educational and community 
organizing models of 
primary prevention. 
Exploring successful social 
marketing-based projects 
for the prevention of sexual 
and domestic violence, it 
highlights best practices for 
using the approach.  

The site also contains a 
brand new Building Blocks 
of Prevention section for new 
learners.

The latest in resources to 
serve the PreventConnect 
community, learn.
preventconnect.org 
will continue to grow, 
offering new courses and 
opportunities for interaction. 
Start learning today! 

Visit learn.preventconnect.
org, sign up for an account, 
and choose your first course 
to prepare for prevention.

New e-learning site from PreventConnect

If you have prevention-specific news, program updates, or 
great resources to share, email jweisgerber@ndcaws.org. 

http://preventconnect.org/mail/announce/%3Cstrong%3Ehttp:/learn.preventconnect.org/%3C/strong%3E
http://learn.preventconnect.org/course/view.php?id=6
http://learn.preventconnect.org/course/view.php?id=6
http://learn.preventconnect.org/course/view.php?id=7
http://learn.preventconnect.org/course/view.php?id=7
http://learn.preventconnect.org/course/view.php?id=7
http://learn.preventconnect.org/course/view.php?id=8
http://learn.preventconnect.org/course/view.php?id=8
http://learn.preventconnect.org/course/view.php?id=8
http://learn.preventconnect.org/course/view.php?id=9
http://learn.preventconnect.org/course/view.php?id=9
http://learn.preventconnect.org/course/view.php?id=9
http://learn.preventconnect.org/course/view.php?id=9
http://learn.preventconnect.org/course/view.php?id=9
http://learn.preventconnect.org/course/view.php?id=9
mailto:jweisgerber%40ndcaws.org?subject=Prevention%20news%20idea
mailto:jweisgerber%40ndcaws.org?subject=SA%20Update%20story%20idea
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If a victim of domestic violence 
contacts your agency with a 
complex international problem, 
it can often feel like there are 
few options. Advocates at the 
Americans Overseas Domestic 
Violence Crisis Center work with 
abused Americans in foreign 
countries to provide domestic 
violence and child abuse advocacy, 
resources and tools so they 
can navigate the complicated 
jurisdictional, legal, and social 
international landscapes – to 
be able to live their lives free 
of violence either in the foreign 
country or back in the U.S. 

The AODVCC provides a full range 
of services to assist American 
victims of abuse overseas:

• Advocacy to obtain resources 

• 
Long-term case management 
• Comprehensive safety planning 
• Attorney consultations 
• Danger-to-Safety relocation 
• Telephone and/or face-to-face 
counseling 

• Housing and utility assistance 
• Assistance with emergency and 
basic needs 
• Assistance with legal retainers to 
enable battered mothers to file for 
custody of children 
• Travel logistics and airfare

Anyone needing more 
information can call, chat online 
or email to discuss various options 
available. All information is free 
and confidential. Visit the AODVCC 
online at www.866uswomen.org. 

The AODVCC is a project 
supported by the Department 
of Justice Office for Victims of 
Crime. The NDCAWS office has 
a small supply of business card-
sized pamphlets available. Please 
contact Jennifer at jweisgerber@
ndcaws.org. 

Americans Overseas Domestic Violence Crisis Center can help

Safe amd Sober toolkit explores substance abuse issues
Often women dealing 

with interpersonal violence, 
substance abuse, and trauma 
are invisible when in programs 
or perceived as disruptive when 
their substance abuse or trauma 
symptoms become evident or 
unmanageable. 

In order to extend advocacy 
and services to battered 
women with separate issues of 
substance abuse or addiction, 
the Alaska Network on Domestic 
Violence & Sexual Assault 
has published “Getting Safe 
and Sober: Real Tools You 
Can Use.” A toolkit written by 
Patricia J. Bland, M.A. CCDC 
and Debi Edmund, M.A. CADC, 
“Safe and Sober” can also be 
used to train service providers 
about the needs of women 
whose experience includes 

both substance abuse and 
victimization. 

The creators envision this 
manual as a guide or “first 
step” for “providing integrated 
information, education, and 
support for those addressing co-
occuring issues impacting safety, 
sobriety, and wellness.”

The main objectives of the 
toolkit are to help women 
recognize signs of substance 
abuse and trauma stemming 
from victimization, understand 
the relationship between the two, 
learn about resources that can 
help ensure their personal safety, 
heal from abuse, and recover 
from addiction, and to integrate 
the philosophies used by most 
substance abuse counselors and 
women’s advoactes.

To access “Getting Safe and Sober: Real Tools You Can Use,” go to http://www.andvsa.org/v2/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/real-tools-2-english-2008.pdf

http://www.866uswomen.org
mailto:jweisgerber@ndcaws.org
mailto:jweisgerber@ndcaws.org
http://www.andvsa.org/
http://www.andvsa.org/
http://www.andvsa.org/v2/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/real-tools-2-english-2008.pdf
http://www.andvsa.org/v2/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/real-tools-2-english-2008.pdf
http://www.andvsa.org/v2/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/real-tools-2-english-2008.pdf
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Up to 100 two-person teams will 
race around Sertoma Park in southwest 
Bismarck on August 25 during the 
Amazing Race for Courage that benefits 
the Dakota Children’s 
Advocacy Center 
(DCAC) in Bismarck. 

Solving clues leads 
teams to various 
checkpoints, where 
they must complete 
a challenge – it may be 
mental, physical, or even silly. The first 
team to complete all of the checkpoint 
challenges successfully wins a $500 gift 
card grand prize. Other prizes will be 
announced this week. 

The DCAC is part of a statewide 
network of community partnerships 
that use a comprehensive team 
approach to investigating child 

abuse. Professionals 
from social services, 
law enforcement, 
prosecution, victim 
advocacy, and the 
medical and mental 
health communities 
come together under 

one roof so a child only has to share 
their story of abuse one time. 

Other Children’s Advocacy Centers 
of North Dakota are the UND Northern 
Plains Children’s Advocacy Center in 

Minot and the Red River Children’s 
Advocacy Center in Fargo, which is able 
to serve the Grand Forks area. The 
DCAC also serves children in Dickinson.

Teams must raise a minimum of 
$200 to qualify for the race. DCAC is 
providing a convenient online donation 
system in addition to printable 
donation forms online – teams may 
pledge all $200 themselves or solicit 
donations from friends and family up 
until midnight August 23. All donations 
are tax deductible. 

For updates and more information 
on the Amazing Race for Courage, go to 
www.CACND.org.

Amazing Race for Courage to benefit Children’s Advocacy Center

Date: August 13, 2012, 2 pm-3:30 pm CST

FREE WEBINAR: Leaders in the American Indian/

Alaska Native will share stories about Tillie Black 

Bear through the 40 years she has labored faithfully 

to support AI/AN survivors and their families. A 

confirmed list of the storytellers are: Jacque Agtuca, 

Karen Artichoker, Genne James, Ruth Jewell, Gwen 

Packard, Rita Smith, Sally Roesch Wagner, Vicki 

Ybanez and Tillie, herself. Other storytellers will 

be added to this announcement as they confirm 

participation.

Tillie Black Bear, a member of the Sicangu 

Lakota Nation/Rosebud Sioux Tribe, is the Native 

American elder and grandmother of the battered 

women’s movement in North America. She is a co-

founding mother of the traditional Indian spiritual 

community, White Buffalo Calf Woman Society, 

and the first shelter for women victims of rape 

and domestic violence in Indian country. Tillie is a co-founder of the 

National Coalition Against Domestic Violence.

The webinar is currently at capacity, but email hottopics@ethics4lawyers.org to be 

placed on a waiting list.

About the Sacred Circle National Resource Center to End Violence Against Native 

Women: Sacred Circle provides technical assistance, policy development, training, 

materials and resource information regarding violence against Native women and assists 

in developing tribal strategies and responses to end the violence. Sacred Circle was 

established in 1988 as the fifth member of a national domestic violence resource center 

network created by the US Department of Health and Human Services in 1993.

Stories of Tillie Black Bear – Founding Mother  
of the Battered Women’s Movement

12

Tillie Black Bear is a longtime advocate for women’s rights and co-founded the National Coalition Against Domestic VIolence. 

https://www.facebook.com/cacnd
https://www.facebook.com/cacnd
http://www.CACND.org
mailto:hottopics@ethics4lawyers.org
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