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“Hey, Cassie,” says the 
announcer, his voice echoing 
across the fair arena. “Where does 
the Lone Ranger take his garbage?”

Cassie Bummer is riding 
barrels on her horse, trying to both 
concentrate on her event and not 
giggle at the same time. 

“To the dump, to the dump, 
to the dump dump dump!” His 
voice picks up speed at the end of 
the line, raising chuckles from the 
crowd.

Bummer is able to hold in 
her laughs and finish up the 
Junior division in barrels. She’s 
participating in the second day 
of the most recent horse show in 
Ambrose on Sunday. 

The Northwest Horsemen 
Association (NWHSA) Horse 
Show hosts the shows in rotating 
cities across the northwest part of 
the state. 

Six saddle clubs participate 
in the shows: the DC Horsemen 
of Ambrose, the Trail Riders of 
Minot, the MT Saddle Club and 
the Mon-Dak club of Williston, the 
Mountrailsmen of Stanley and the 
Ryder Club. 

Stanley hosted the first show 
of the season on June 7. The next 
show is in Ryder on July 27, with 

Minot and Williston each hosting 
two-day shows in August. 

Carol Hay has been the 
bookkeeper and one of the 
organizers for the horse shows 
for a long time – she first became 
involved with the Northwest 
Horsemen Association in 1976 as 
their secretary and treasurer. She 
keeps everything organized for the 
shows and handles ribbons and 
prizes for the winners. 

Hay explained that riders may 
enter many categories, including 
Showmanship, English and 
Western Pleasure, Trail, Riding and 
Reining. She said the most popular 
events are the speed events, which 
include barrels, poles, flag races 
and the keyhole. 

Each event has a specific 
pattern and at the end of the show 
there’s an open ring race, in which 
competitors attempt to spear as 
many rings as they can as they ride 
along the outer edge of the arena. 

One of the categories that has 
shown the biggest increase in riders 
is the Snaffle Bit, which means 
the horse entered is 2-4 years old. 
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The Snaffle Bit option is available 
in the Trail, Western Pleasure and 
Reining categories. 

“I think the snaffle bit category 
is becoming more popular because 
people’s horses are already broke, 
and they just really want to run 
their younger ones too,” Hay said. 

“Some people show both their 
older and younger horses in the 
same show.”

As rider-horse combos place in 
events at the shows, the NWHSA 
board awards points based on 
placement – five points for first, 
four points for second, three points 
for third, two points for fourth and 
one point for fifth place. The board 
tallies the scores, and at the end of 
the season a Reserve and Grand 
Champion are named for each 
event. 

Also at the end of the season, 
the highest-scoring individual 
riders per age category win an All 
Around and Reserve All Around 
title. 

It’s important for competing 
riders to attend all the horse shows 
to rack up cummulative points, Hay 
said. 

Children’s category rider Emily 
Tranby came from Minot with her 
18-year old horse Babe. Babe is a 
smaller brown horse with a freshly 
braided mane, perfect for Emily’s 
small frame. Tranby’s been riding 
for about two years, she thinks, and 
as she tells about her favorite event, 
her eyes light up and her story runs 

on with an eager excitement.
“My favorite event is the flag 

race. Because, one time when I was 
doing it, I was 6, and I was going 
and it’s sort of fun because you get 
to take a flag and put it in the dirt,” 
she said. “I can usually go right up 
to the barrel, but this time I had to 
turn around and go back. But I got 
it in.”

Having fun and builidng 
a lifelong commitment to 
horsemanship seems to be what 
the shows are all about. Usually, 
combining long days with hot sun 
makes for grumpy kids, but it was 
all smiles in Ambrose – catching 
the breeze on a prized equine must 
make the warmest kid feel a little 
cooler.



“Bob has always  
succeeded in 
things that he 
does, and he will 
succeed in this ... 
It may take him 
longer than he  
anticipates, but 
I know he won’t 
come back until 
he’s finished.”
 - Jan, Bob’s wiFE






