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The television set is loud 
enough to hear from all rooms of 
the house. CNN shows footage 
of a war-torn country, rubble and 
injured citizens. 

The United States will most 
likely never see this kind of 
destruction on its home land, but 
for some, it’s their home land they 
see being destroyed. 

Ivan Tsutskiridzie, a physician 
in Crosby, sits in his living room, 
wife Thea beside him, as they talk 
about what he country of Georgia 
used to be like.

Though they may not recognize 
parts of it now due to aggressive 
bombings by Russia, he described 
the mountainous, tourism and 
agriculture-oriented country as 
beautiful. The Black Sea serves as 
the western border.

In fact, due to its topography, 
Georgia hosts all kinds of 
geographical features, from 
rainforests to low-land marsh 
forests, from semi-arid plains to 
eternal snows and glaciers. 

The country is known for its 
traditional wine-making abilities, 
boasting hundreds of different 
types. 

But discussing Georgia like 

this may seem bittersweet now, 
considering the current conflict.

Even though he’s wrought 
with pessimism over the possible 
pro-Russian future of his native 
country, words and phrases 
emanating from the television 
across the room often grab his 
attention. He glances over around 
conversation.

It’s hard not to be distracted 
when all you can think about 
is your far-off family’s safety. 
Parents, brothers, sisters, cousins.

Or the future of democracy in 
your home country. 

The Tsutskiridzies are firm in 
their belief that Russia is looking to 
regain control of Georgia. He said 
the only mistake Georgians made 
was being born near Russia. 

“Once you’re near, you’re 
Russian,” he said.

Despite what political gains 
have been made in recent years, 
it’s hard for Tsutskiridzie to not be 
discouraged. He says he is far from 
optimistic now. 

“I think Russia will take 
over. Maybe they won’t call it 
communism, but it won’t be very 
different.

“Some people had the illusion 
we would break away, not with 
war or any other means, but with 
political means,” Ivan said. “But it 
was just an illusion.”

Speaking of Russia’s reason 
to attack being to keep the peace 
frustrates Tsutskiridzie. 

“How can you force the 
peace?” he asks.

So many miles
Right now, Ivan and Thea, 

along with their son Alex, 4, are 
the only members of their extended 
family in the United States. Other 
members are spread throughout the 
war-torn country. 

So many miles away, there’s 
nothing they can do to protect their 
families, except what they can 
show through support.

“We’re using everything we 
can now,” Thea said. 
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Besides using webcams, the 
Tsutskiridzies utilize Skype, an 
online telephone service that offers 
significantly reduced calls to 
landlines.

He finally rested a few hours 
Monday morning after 48 hours 
of no sleep, checking the news, 
reading countless articles online 
and staying in touch with family as 
much as possible. 

It’s as if his country is in the 
intensive care unit, wracked with 
trauma, and he’s left to pace the 
waiting room, unsure and worried. 

The way it used to be
The Tsutskiridzies came from 

Georgia to the United States in 
1989. 

“It was a time when the 
Soviet Union was breaking down 
and Georgia was making its first 
attempts to regain independence,” 
Ivan said. “The entire country was 
politically devastated, and the first 
government away from Russia was 
striving for independence.”

Despite the hopes for freedom, 
Tsutskiridzie still remembers how 
it used to be. 

“I know what the Communist 
regime is like,” he said.

He talks of being a child when 
a prominent Soviet leader died. 

“I was crying because we were 
indoctrinated so much that when he 
died, it was the end of the world. 
We all thought, ‘What would 
happen now?’ he said. “It was 
stupid, but that was the way we 
were taught.”

With the present conflict, he 
says it’s hard to see how Russia 
could be discouraged. Other 
countries stand up in the way of 
verbal support, Ivan says, but it can 
only do so much.

“The whole world’s standing 
with Georgia,” he said. “But if 
anyone stands up with force, it 
would be the start of the third 
world war.”

Coping with conflict
Though no one here can stop 

the violence there, friends of the 
family do what they can to express 
their concern. Visitors have been 
stopping by, sending thoughtful 
flowers or food, offering help of 
any kind the Tsutskiridzies might 
need.

Even though a cease-fire is on 
the table now, the couple is worried 
about long-term issues like border 
control and tourism.

They were planning a trip home 
in September. But now they’re 
worried the trip they took three 

years ago may be the last glimpse 
of their home country for now, 
possibly forever. 

Alex was just an infant when 
they visited last. 

“He probably doesn’t 
remember much,” Thea said. 

But in Crosby, the 
Tsutskiridzies are doing all they 
can to keep Alex’s heritage intact. 
That includes teaching him their 
native language, which flows 
naturally between English in the 
family’s conversation. Alex also 
knows his grandparents through 
webcam. 

“We try to teach him where 
are we from and what’s going 
on there,” Thea said. His parents 
hope they will be able to return to 
Georgia to make lasting memories 
for Alex.

But, for now, only time and 
constantly updated news feeds will 
reveal the future.

“It’s hard to tell what will 
happen,” Ivan said. “We’ll wake up 
and see what tomorrow brings.”

Thea still remains optimistic for 
her country.

“The people of Georgia 
have hope. One day somebody 
has to stop Russia,” she said. 
“Who knows? Maybe it will be 
Georgians.”


