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Directors and 
advocates from 
eastern Montana 
and western North 
Dakota, including 
Sadie Young Bird 
(second from left), 
Darianne Johnson 
(fourth from left), and 
Stacey Pfliiger (third 
from right) present to 
the afternoon group 
at the Oil Boom 
Listening Summit 
in Sidney, Mont. on 
July 17.

Listening Summit brings Montana, North Dakota together

NOTEWORTHY NEWS  

Black Gold Boom looks at oil crime stats
Of the many stories told by Black Gold Boom about life in oil country, a recent article was just what we were looking for -- a deeper look at crime reports from oil-producing counties analyzed by North Dakota Attorney General Wayne Stenehjem’s office.

One of the articles about the first appearance of 2011 crime statistics (along with a full report) can be found here. 

Although the Office of Attorney General interprets that the chance of being a victim of an aggravated assault is about the same in the western part of the state as it is anywhere else, and that the chances of being raped are lower, the overall 
picture is 
missing 
many data 
reports from 

Advocates and directors of 
crisis intervention centers in 
western North Dakota and 
eastern Montana gathered 
to discuss emerging issues 
they face providing services 
in areas flush with oil 
production. 

The North Dakota 
Council on Abused Women’s 
Services (NDCAWS) and the 
Montana Coalition Against 
Domestic and Sexual Violence 
(MCADSV) partnered to 
host the first ever Oil Boom 
Listening Summit in Sidney, 
Mont. on July 17.

More than 75 advocates, 
state and federal leaders 
attended the summit held in 
the Richland County Rodeo & 
Event Center in Sidney. 

The morning featured 
small group discussions for 
advocates only led by Kristina 
Swanson and Heidi Wallace, 
facilitators from the National 
Coalition Building Institute in 
Missoula, Mont. 

Advocates identified various 
ways oil production has 
affected their communities 
to share with attendees at the 

afternoon session. 

The afternoon session 
began with morning reports 
from advocates followed by 
small group discussions based 
on geographic areas. In these 
conversations, participants 
discussed the issues at greater 
length and generated ideas 
for addressing some of these 
concerns. Later, groups shared 
their thought process and any 
new possible solutions.

From this juncture, NDCAWS 
and MCADSV are awaiting 
a summary report of the CONTINUED 
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