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As you look at the new CAWS 
logo, many of you for the first 
time, we hope it strikes you as 
a simple, clean design that’s 
visually appealing. But we 
think you should know the story 
behind the imagery and a little 
about the process of how we got 
here. 

INSPIRATION

At the first Logo Feedback 
Committee meeting in July, 
we identified some important 
parameters the logo should 
work within. The group talked 
at length about moving to using 
CAWS as the working name 
for the coalition, rather than the 
(breathe first) “North Dakota 
Council on Abused Women’s 
Services/Coalition Against 
Sexual Assault in North Dakota.” 
Add to that a long name and 
long title, and it’s apparent why 
we may struggle with word-of-
mouth awareness! Many people 
around the state already refer to 
us as “CAWS” in shorthand, so 
it made sense to work from this 
commonality. The legal name of 
NDCAWS/CASAND will not 
change, just our working name. 

So then, we asked ourselves, 
how do we make sure to honor 
and recognize the existence 
of the dual coalition and the 
sexual assault work we and 
our programs do? From this 
conversation came concrete ways 
we will prioritize sexual assault 
in our marketing, messaging, and 
materials:

Use of color, wording, and 
vision statement in the logo: We 
knew we wanted to work with 
traditional DV/SA colors, so by 
intentionally prioritizing teal, we 
are showing sexual assault work 
is high priority.

Organizational history/copy 
in publications: Along with 
the new focus on our marketing 

and nonprofit branding, 
we need to expand the 

way we talk about the coalition 
in the publications we produce 
and in the organizational history 
on our website. Paying respect 
to the past is often best done 
through this – storytelling. We 
can continue the history of 
NDCAWS/CASAND to include 
this transition, and make sure 
to document it well through the 
digital tools we now have. 

How CAWS staff talk 
about the coalition: It’s 
always a good idea to have 
an “elevator speech,” but part 
of our marketing that can’t be 
overlooked is how we describe 
what CAWS is and the work we 
do. So I might say, “I work for 
CAWS North Dakota, which is a 
dual sexual assault and domestic 
violence coalition.”

Other parameters we wanted to 
be mindful of were overlapping 
meaning and symbolism of 
images, keeping the logo simple 
while infusing deeper meaning, 
and conveying our vision for the 
future while acknowledging the 
past. 

PETALS OF ADVOCACY

Breaking down the logo:

The petals (evocative of 
lotus flower petals) represent 
these components of advocacy: 
Respect and Validation, Hope, 

Boundaries, Information, 
Confidentiality, and Connection. 

The colors start with teal 
(our prioritization of sexual 
assault) and end with purple. 
The blending in the middle 
symbolizes our commitment as a 
dual coalition. The three sets of 
colors also represent the strategic 
core values of Identification, 
Intervention, and Prevention. 

We have also changed our 
approach from “North Dakota 
CAWS” to “CAWS North 
Dakota.”

The script was also a 
conscious choice. We wanted to 
acknowledge the women in this 
work, and a “feminine” (from a 
design standpoint) type was an 
accessible way to do so. 

The addition of our tagline, 
“ending sexual and domestic 
violence,” is a forward-thinking 
presentation of our long-term 
goals and also shows we 
prioritize sexual assault. 

We hope this logo resonates 
with you – both as a thoughtful 
approach to this need and a 
creative way to think about the 
relationship between the work 
programs do and the existence of 
the coalition itself. 

Let us know what you think!2



Monday, October 1

BISMARCK 
5:30 p.m. – Help the Abused 
Adult Resource Center Take 
Back the Night at the Bismarck 
Capitol grounds. Participants are 
encouraged to wear purple and 
stand silent with signs of protest 
beginning at 4:45 p.m. The march 
will conclude with a program and 
light snack at McCabe Church, 1030 
N. 6th St. For more info, see their 
Facebook event or call Katie at 701-
222-8370.

Tuesday, October 2 

BISMARCK 
7 p.m. – DV Awareness Month 
Proclamation reading/Film 
Screening and panel discussion 
of “Telling Amy’s Story.” The event 
will be at the National Energy 
Center of Excellence Auditorium at 
Bismarck State College. CAWS North 
Dakota will be hosting this event in 
conjunction with the Mystic Advising 
and Counseling Center (MACC) at 
BSC. Complimentary purple light 
bulbs will be handed out for the 
Light in the Window campaign while 
supplies last. For more information, 
see our Facebook event or contact 
Jennifer at 701-255-6240, ext. 106.

JAMESTOWN 
7 p.m. – Jamestown Community 
Service of Prayers, Readings, and 
Hymns sponsored by Safe Shelter in 
Jamestown. At First United Methodist 
Church, 115 3rd St. SE, Jamestown. 
For more information, see the 
Facebook event or call 701-251-
2300.

Thursday, October 4

GRAND FORKS 
7 p.m. – Join the UND Women’s 

Raising Awareness of Domestic Violence
DVAM 2012 Statewide events

Center for their Take Back the 
Night rally at the University of North 
Dakota Memorial Union Ballroom. 
Keynote speaker will be Deirdre 
Keys from the Battered Women’s 
Legal Advocacy Project. For more 
info, check out their Facebook event 
page or call Patty at 701-777-4302. 
The Clothesline Project will also be 
on display from Oct. 1-5. For more 
information on the Clothesline 
display, go here. 

Thursday, October 11

GRAND FORKS 
5:30 p.m. – Join the Community 
Violence Intervention Center 
in Grand Forks for a Take Back 
the Night  rally and march to end 
violence. The event begins at 5:30 
p.m. at Town Square in Grand Forks 
and the march will continue to 
Demers Avenue and Fourth Street. 
Free pulled pork sandwiches while 
they last. For more information, call 
Edie at 701-746-0405. 

Monday, October 15

CARRINGTON 
7 p.m. – Carrington Community 
Service of Prayers, Readings, and 
Hymns sponsored by Safe Shelter 
in Jamestown. At Federated Church, 
775 2nd St. N, Carrington. For more 
information, see the Facebook event 
or call 701-251-2300.

DEVILS LAKE 
8:30 a.m. - 7 p.m. – Safe 
Alternatives for Abused Families is 
partnering with K-mart for a day of 
awareness building. The Clothesline 
Project and Silent Witness exhibit 
will be displayed in store. Customers 
will also be able to donate $1 while 
supporting the Light in the Window 
campaign. SAAF will be handing out 
fliers, brochures, and business cards 
throughout the day. An awareness 
walk will start at 7 p.m. along the 
sidewalk in front of K-Mart. For more 
information, call Mel at 701-662-
7378.

WHAT YOU CAN DO this OCTOBER
1. Attend events. Chances are, your community has
many activities going on for DVAM 2012. 

2. Support the cause online. Go to our Facebook page 
and use our cover photo during October to say  
NO MORE in North Dakota. 

3. Shine the light 
on domestic 
violence by 
supporting the 
statewide LIght 
in the Window 
campaign (more 
details on page 5.)

Get our Facebook cover photo!
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Domestic violence awareness montH ACTIVITIES

Thursday,  
October 18

MINOT 
7 p.m. – Join the Domestic 
Violence Crisis Center in 
Minot for a community Take 
Back the Night Rally at the 
Ann Nicole Nelson at Minot 
State University. For more 
information, call Kari at 701-
852-2258.

Friday, October 19

FARGO 
Harvest Moon Fling, an 
entertainment event 
sponsored by the Rape 
and Abuse Crisis Center 
of Fargo-Moorhead. 
Wine tasting is provided 
by Cashwish Liquor in 
Moorhead. The event will be 
at the Courtyard by Marriott 
and will include a silent 
auction, hors d’oeuvres, and 
entertainment by the 42nd 
Street Band. Tickets are 
$40/single and $75/couple; 
must be 21 to attend. To 
purchase tickets, go here. 
Call 701-293-7273 for more 
information.

Sunday, October 21

ELLENDALE

Kedish House is hosting 
an annual spaghetti dinner, 
silent auction, quilt and pie 
auction at the Ellendale 
Senior Citizens Building 
from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. There 
will be a freewill offering, 
and everyone is invited to 
donate pies and quilts for 
the auction. Pampered Chef 
will be holding a fundraiser 

for Kedish House 
during the dinner. The 

Silent Witness exhibit will 
also be on display. For more 
information, contact Sharron 
at 701-349-4729. 

Wednesday,  
October 24

NEW TOWN 
8 a.m. – 3rd annual Violence 
Workshop sponsored by 
the Ft. Berthold Coalition 
Against Violence and the 
Victim Assistance Academy 
for North Dakota. Day One 
topics include domestic 
violence, elder abuse, sexual 
abuse, children in violence, 
federal case process, 
offender rehabilitation, 
self-care, and safe houses. 
To register, go to www.
minotstateu.edu/rcjc/vaand. 
For more info, call the Ft. 
Berthold Coalition Against 
Violence at 701-627-4171.

Thursday,  
October 25

NEW TOWN 
8 a.m. – 3rd annual Violence 
Workshop sponsored by 
the Ft. Berthold Coalition 
Against Violence and 
the Victim Assistance 
Academy for North Dakota. 
Day Two topics include 
identifying and investigating 
human trafficking with a 
collaborative victim-centered 
approach. To register, go to 
www.minotstateu.edu/rcjc/
vaand. For more info, call the 
Ft. Berthold Coalition Against 
Violence at 701-627-4171.

FORT TOTTEN 
Spirit Lake Victim 
Assistance is hosting a 
community conference. Day 
One topics include written 
domestic violence law 

and its effects on violence 
against women (guest Marlin 
Mousseau, consultant for 
the Institute for Native 
Justice) and testimony of 
a batterer, as well as local 
speakers. The conference 
will be at the Spirit Lake 
Casino and Resort, 7889 
Highway 57, in St. Michael. 
For more information, 
contact Spirit Lake Victim 
Assistance at 701-766-1816.

Friday, October 26

FORT TOTTEN 
Day Two of Spirit Lake 
Victim Assistance’s 
conference. Topics include 
the effects of violence 
in the home on children 
and more local speakers 
including representatives 
from the tribal court, law 
enforcement, recovery and 
wellness, family therapy, 
and social services. The 
conference will be at the 
Spirit Lake Casino and 
Resort, 7889 Highway 57, 
in St. Michael. For more 
information, contact Spirit 
Lake Victim Assistance at 
701-766-1816.

Saturday,  
October 27

MINOT 
7:30 p.m. – Domestic 
Violence Crisis Center in 
Minot is teaming up with 
the Minot State University 
Beavers Hockey team during 
their game with the Williston 
State College Tetons. There 
will be giveaway prizes, 
an information booth, and 
turkey bowling. Contact Kari 
at 701-852-2258 for more 
information. 

The Clothesline Project 
Similar to the national 
Clothesline Project 
started in 1990, the 
North Dakota Clothesline 
Project was started 
five years later, when 
114 color-coded shirts 
reflecting the various 
forms of violence 
perpetrated against 
women were hung on 
display in the Great 
Hall of the Capitol in 
Bismarck. 

The North Dakota 
Clothesline Project 
has been successful 
because it has become 
a healing process for 
many survivors of 
violence. With increased 
awareness of the project, 
the display of shirts now 
numbers more than 500. 
The Clothesline Project is 
available for rental across 
the state – for more 
information, call Jennifer 
at 701-255-6240, ext. 
106.

See the Clothesline 
Project in North Dakota:

Oct. 1-5: Grand Forks, 
UND Women’s Center

Oct. 2: Bismarck, NECE 
Auditorium, BSC

Oct. 15: Devils Lake, 
K-Mart

Oct. 24-26: Mayville, 
Mayville State University

(continued from p. 3)
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SHINE THE LIGHT on DV
Light in the Window Campaign

Many communities are participating 
in the Light in the Window campaign, 
and you can too! Placing a purple 
light bulb in the window overnight in 
homes and businesses across North 
Dakota is a way of recognizing the 
problem of domestic violence. 

We believe EVERYONE knows 
someone whose life has been 
affected by violence, and by shining 
the light on this issue, we can erase 
the stigma and connect people in 
our lives to much-needed resources. 
Some communities are providing 
light bulbs and posters while 
reaching out in direct ways; however, 
anyone can participate! For more 
information, call Jennifer at  
701-255-6240, ext. 106 or email 
jweisgerber@ndcaws.org.

The next page features a poster you 
can print out and display next to your 
light.

2012 Light in the Window 
communities:

Bismarck 
Beulah 
Devils Lake 
Grafton 
Grand Forks 
Wahpeton 
Washburn

Moving to a one-word 
working name will allow 

CAWS North Dakota to start a 

year-round pledge campaign 

of our very own – a way for 

our programs, community 

partners, state leaders, and 

people across North Dakota 

can show what their cause is. 

At our awareness events, a 

photo booth will be there to 

gather even more reasons 

why people choose to get 

involved. 

So why do you work to 
end sexual and domestic 

violence?

We’d love to know 
your CAUSE – look for 
opportunities to share at our 

photo booth at awareness 

events across the state. We’ll 

also have a downloadable 

template online in October 

so people can upload their 

own photos. 

My CAUSE, Your CAUSE, 

CAWS North Dakota

Get your free 
lightbulb and 
sign at the CAWS 
North Dakota film 
screening on  
Oct. 2!
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