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While other channels offer some 
great counterprogramming, those aren’t 
available if you decide to socialize by ac-
tually leaving the house and attending a 
Super Bowl party. To that end, The A.V. 
Club has put together a list of ways 
Packers fans (and fans of the other 29 
teams not playing) can stay emotionally 
involved in a game that, otherwise, 
means nothing.

Pre-game prep, i.e., gambling!
There’s never any shortage of insane 
bets to make on the Super Bowl. Betting 
on the point spread? Pshaw. Amateur 
hour. The real fun bets are much further 
down the list, offering opportunities to 
remain involved in the events even if 
rooting interests are emotionally de-
tached from the sport’s biggest game. 
And you don’t even have to know any-
thing about sports to make the bets.

•	 The	coin	toss
This is a hugely popular prop bet and 
one you have a 50/50 shot at winning. 
Bet:	Heads,	 then	check	yourself	 into	re-
hab,	gambler.

•	 How	long	will	the	word	“brave”	be
	 held	during	the	National	Anthem?
This year’s rendition will be sung by 
American Idol champ and Ron Paul 
backer Kelly Clarkson. While Clarkson 
certainly has the pipes, she’s also not 
one for unnecessary flourish (see: 
Christina Aguilera at last year’s Super 
Bowl). We’re guessing the over/under on 
this will be set around seven seconds. 
Bet:	Take	the	under.

•	 What	color	Gatorade	will	be	dumped
	 on	the	winning	coach?
The tradition of dumping Gatorade on 
the winning coach is always a fun one, 
so why not make it interesting? With a 
variety of regularly used flavors and the 
chance it might actually be the water 

jug the players grab, this one is a lot of 
fun to play with. Bet:	 Orange,	 the	
original.

The game
Despite loyalty to another team not 
quite good enough to make it to the 
Super Bowl, most fans usually find 
themselves siding with one team or an-
other either because of personal biases 
or just to have a rooting interest. But for 
Packers fans, choosing between the 
Giants and the Patriots is a lot like 
choosing between being punched or 
kicked in the face. In this instance, re-
cent history—i.e. being dealt two devas-
tating home losses in the playoffs—
completely eliminates any emotion 
except burning hatred for the Giants, 
meaning any good Packers fan certainly 
doesn’t want them to win. But cheering 
for the vile Patriots isn’t exactly a good 
option either. Best to just act like you re-
ally care about one of them, though, so 
you have a good excuse to take the fol-
lowing Monday off.

The halftime show
The news that Madonna would be this 
year’s halftime entertainment was met 
with a resounding “meh.” The run of 
performers who’ve been enlisted since 
that infamous wardrobe malfunction 
have ranged from the pretty great 
(Prince, Springsteen) to the downright 
awful (Black Eyed Peas). Given her love 
of being a controversy magnet, we 
wouldn’t put it past Madge to try ruf-
fling a few feathers, so the show might 
be worth watching just for that. But, 
more than likely, there’s a worthy alter-
native that will prove much more enter-
taining: Puppy Bowl VIII. —Marcus 
Gilmer, Ben Munson

Read more about drinking games and 
useless trivia online at milwaukee.
avclub.com.

It’s been a terrific year to be a Packers fan right up until the 
very end. A lot of us had high hopes for a Super Bowl repeat. 

Instead, it’s the New England Patriots and the New York Gi-
ants facing off at Lucas Oil Stadium for the Lombardi trophy. But 
don’t become too forlorn, Packers fans. There’s still plenty left 
to do, including all of that free music and fun down at the Super 
Bowl Village if you can make it to Indianapolis. And there are, of 
course, the commercials. But in the era of YouTube, previews, and 
“leaks,” watching the Super Bowl for the commercials isn’t quite 
the must-see fun it used to be. Miss a few during a bathroom 
break? Chances are you can watch them on your phone within a 
few minutes. And, besides, nothing will ever top Bud Bowl.Super Bowl
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1306 S 108th St. West Allis, WI 53214
 northernbrewer.com/mke | 414.935.4099

Attention Greater 
Milwaukee area:

We’re offering free 

Intro to Brewing classes.

Create the best beer you’ve 

ever had. Now that’s 

engineering MSOE!

MINE

MAKE BEER

Call or stop by the store to register 
for homebrewing classes!


