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and ultimately avoided the area. “One week 
I could walk over and buy a great selection 
of fresh bread and veggies, then the next 
three weeks I would show up planning to buy 
food and they were showing everything from 
Monster trucks to tattoo conventions! I was so 
frustrated I just got in my car and drive to the 
next county to shop at the Fresh Foods store.”

The Co-Op and the City hope that this new, 
season long commitment to the Farmer’s 
Market will encourage more and more local 
residents to buy local. They also expect 
that regional visitors will come to the city to 
experience the only organic Farmer’s Market in 
a hundred mile radius.

The Farmer’s Market is open from 7 AM until 6 
PM every Saturday through Memorial Day.

More than 1400 officers, many with the Pelican 
Beach Department patrolled the 2010 beach 
on a Saturday afternoon. At the end of the day, 
more than 400 arrests were made for open 
containers of beer and other alcohol. Although 
the crowd was down by 50% over prior years 
the number of arrests were up 300% over 
prior years. New legislation in Pelican Beach 
Township wants to extend the Open Container 
law to include any containers other than clear 
bottles of water or major, branded sodas and 
juices solder by authorized beach vendors.

According to announcements made by the 
Police Department, this new legislation will help 
officers to keep the beach area a more secure 
and family friendly place. City Councilman Ron 
Bebubb has said that he wants this legislation 
put in place to make sure that “Boozers and 
partying college kids” will take their activities to 
other beaches and leave Pelican Beach a more 
“family friendly” environment.

Many people are asking whether they really 
need this type of county ordinance. A number 
of local merchants think that this prospective 
law will significantly damage their summer 
sales. “This is basically cutting my boardwalk 
business out of the loop and not allowing any 

of my customers’ access to the beach” says 
Blue Iguana restaurant owner Kathy Hates. “If 
this legislation passes most of the boardwalk 
eateries and snack shops will find it difficult to 
remain in business.”

Many experts agree that the proposed law 
is flawed. “I think that the city council had 
everyone’s best interest in mind” says attorney 
Bob Wratcher. “When they first wrote it in 
committee it was introduced as a measure 
to help the city lower the cleanup costs 
associated with daily usage of the beaches 
during the summer season. Unfortunately, 
the best intentions ended up mutating into a 
highly restrictive piece of legislation that is bad 
for business” A number of the City Council 
members have expressed their concern over 
the bill. Councilman for the 4th District, Ray 
Roppo feels that it is restrictive to business 
and it will significantly reduce visitors to all 
kinds of city events and festivals. “Somewhere 
along the way this turned into a small minority’s 
utopian view of how the Pelican beach should 
be…quiet and filled with families drinking water 
and eating ice cream.” Roppo says he will not 
vote for the bill as Pelican Beach already has 
very restrictive laws for open-containers on the 
beach. 

Lance Liongboard, a 6-year tenured Lifeguard 
at the beach agrees. “The police already do 
an excellent job of keeping beer and spirits 
from being brought down to the beach area. 
Our life guard patrols on constantly looking 
out for infractions and coordinating with the 
authorities.”

It should be noted that Pelican beach does 
have a “wet zone” – a specific area that has 
been set aside as accessible to those wishing 
to consume alcoholic beverages. The North 
Point beach area past the gallery has always 
been open to evening partiers and local bar 
patrons. Cans and bottles of all types are 
prohibited, but alcohol in plastic cups is allowed 
in the wet-zone after 6 PM most evenings. This 
current legislation would remove this wet-zone.

The City Council will hold open meetings on 
the bill on Tuesday the 24th of this month. All 
members of the community are encouraged 
to attend and share their opinions. There will 
be an open-mic portion of the review and 
any member of the public may address and 
question the council. 

The downtown Pelican Beach Merchants 
Association plans to voice their disagreement 
with the potential new law. Association Presi-
dent Tim Tetaller says that every merchant in 
the beach and boardwalk proper has registered 
their disagreement with this bill. “It is hard to 
believe they would vote for it based on this 
feedback.”
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