
Sea of Purple, 
Ocean of Goodwill
AICA - HOLLYWOOD TEAM 
JOINS ARMY OF VOLUN-
TEERS WHO WALK AND 
BIKE TO RAISE MONEY FOR 
MEALS ON WHEELS

BY NICK PAYNE

California – Hollywood — showed up 
to volunteer their time and money for 
the homebound.

The nonprofit organization Meals 
on Wheels was the beneficiary, the 
proceeds going to fund the meals the 
group prepares and delivers to home-
bound individuals. The sea of purple? 
The commemorative T-shirts handed 
out to participants were that color.
Meals on Wheels at St. Vincent Medi-
cal Center was founded in 1977 by 
the spirited Sister Alice Marie Quinn, 
known to some simply as Sam.

She began the venture understaffed and ill-
equipped; pressing on nonetheless, she delivered 
her first meal at 4 p.m. on 7-7-1977. Almost 36 
years later, her operation comprises a staff of 
78, as well as about 300 volunteers, who serve 
about 4,700 meals each day.

At the fundraiser, participants showed up at 
8:30 so they could register, get their shirts and 
stretch their sleep-weary muscles before biking 
and walking for Meals on Wheels. The event 
itself started at 9 sharp, and although the morn-
ing started off with a slate-gray sky, the clouds 
burned off an hour later as the walkers returned 
from their 3.7-mile path and the bikers got back 
from their 10-mile scenic route along the ocean.

The clouds made for a rather cool morning for 
the volunteers, but after they dissipated, everyone 
enjoyed a warm and pleasant noontime; most 
decided to picnic beneath the sun and feel the 
cool gusts coming off the sea. Bag lunches were 
handed out plentifully, although most opted for 
the giant wieners from legendary Hollywood hot 
dog dispensary Pink’s, which stationed a food 
truck at the corner of the park and attracted a 
long line.

A silent auction was also held, which gave 
attendees the chance to win wine-
tasting-at-home baskets, dinners at 
exclusive restaurants and bags of 
expensive art supplies. Organizers 
conducted a raffle as well — and 
that was far from silent thanks to the 
boisterous emcee Tess Fitzpatrick, 
who was giving out tickets. She bel-
lowed for everyone to grab tickets 
before it was too late. The main 
prizes were two pristine multi-speed 

bikes.

The event also attracted children, who were 
entertained with stencils and face-painting, and 
many attendees brought their dogs as well.

Among those looking on with satisfaction was 
Efraim Rothman, the owner and creator of First-
giving.com, who’s been with St. Vincent for 23 
years. He’s been part of this event in some form 
or another for as long as this bike-a-thon’s been 
running. His site helps finance the fundraising 
events, and contributing to that effort was AiCA 
– Hollywood’s Meals on Wheels team, which is 
advised by Doranne Jung.

A sea of purple flooded Crescent Bay Park in 
Santa Monica on an overcast Sunday morning, 
April 28, for the 18th annual Walk/Bike-a-
thon, where more than 300 people — includ-
ing a team of students from Art Institute of
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A sea of purple flooded Crescent Bay Park 
in Santa Monica on an overcast Sunday 
morning, April 28, for the 18th annual Walk/
Bike-a-thon, where more than 300 people — 
including a team of students from Art Institute 
of California – Hollywood — showed up to 
volunteer their time and money for the home-
bound.

The nonprofit organization Meals on 
Wheels was the beneficiary, the proceeds go-
ing to fund the meals the group prepares and 
delivers to homebound individuals. The sea of 
purple? The commemorative T-shirts handed 
out to participants were that color.

Meals on Wheels at St. Vincent Medi-
cal Center was founded in 1977 by the 
spirited Sister Alice Marie Quinn, known to 
some simply as Sam. She began the venture 
understaffed and ill-equipped; pressing on 
nonetheless, she delivered her first meal at 4 
p.m. on 7-7-1977. Almost 36 years later, her 
operation comprises a staff of 78, as well as 
about 300 volunteers, who serve about 4,700 
meals each day.

At the fundraiser, participants showed up at 
8:30 so they could register, get their shirts and 
stretch their sleep-weary muscles before biking 
and walking for Meals on Wheels. The event 
itself started at 9 sharp, and although the 

morning started off with a slate-gray sky, the 
clouds burned off an hour later as the walkers 
returned from their 3.7-mile path and the 
bikers got back from their 10-mile scenic route 
along the ocean.

The clouds made for a rather cool morning 
for the volunteers, but after they dissipated, 
everyone enjoyed a warm and pleasant noon-
time; most decided to picnic beneath the sun 
and feel the cool gusts coming off the sea. Bag 
lunches were handed out plentifully, although 
most opted for the giant wieners from legend-
ary Hollywood hot dog dispensary Pink’s, 
which stationed a food truck at the corner of 
the park and attracted a long line.

A silent auction was also held, which gave 
attendees the chance to win wine-tasting-at-
home baskets, dinners at exclusive restaurants 
and bags of expensive art supplies. Organiz-
ers conducted a raffle as well — and that was 
far from silent thanks to the boisterous emcee 
Tess Fitzpatrick, who was giving out tickets. 
She bellowed for everyone to grab tickets 
before it was too late. The main prizes were 
two pristine multi-speed bikes.

The event also attracted children, who were 
entertained with stencils and face-painting, 
and many attendees brought their dogs as 
well.

Among those looking on with satisfaction 
was Efraim Rothman, the owner and creator 
of Firstgiving.com, who’s been with St. Vincent 
for 23 years. He’s been part of this event in 
some form or another for as long as this bike-
a-thon’s been running. His site helps finance 
the fundraising events, and contributing to 
that effort was AiCA – Hollywood’s Meals on 
Wheels team, which is advised by Doranne 
Jung.
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