
The Big Apple Circus has been presenting and  
preserving the tradition of classical circus for 
American audiences for more than twenty-eight 
years. One element of classical circus is perform-
ing animals. We continue to explore and address 
the needs of our animal partners and insist upon 
sensitivity to quality of life both in and out of 
the ring for all of our performers. The pro-
fessional trainers who work with the animals 
represent decades--in some cases, genera-
tions--of experience in working with performing 
animals. Day or night our trainers patiently and 
gently present each new situation until the ani-
mal grasps its meaning. Success brings lavish 
praise, pats of congratulations and, of course, 
edible treats. Should the animal not grasp 
what is required of it, another, more under-
standable situation will be attempted.
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