
Environment I :  What ever happened to the hydrogen car?
The hydrogen car has been the car of the future for de-
cades, but it does not seem to be getting much closer.  
Conveniently, focusing on hydrogen – which is years away 
– can justify a lack of action by carmakers and oil compa-
nies.  We examine the hydrogen car’s slow progress and 
ask whether it will always remain the car of the future.

Environment II :  Home, green home
In recent years environmental enthusiasts have equipped 
their homes with energy-saving gadgets that reduce their 
environmental impact and cut energy bills. The high price 
of energy, and new regulations requiring buildings to be 
more energy-effi cient, now mean that such devices are 
going mainstream.  Eventually all homes will have to be 
green homes.  We explain how the technology works.  We 
also look at low-tech approaches being adopted in the de-
veloping world.

Case history:  Computers with a human touch 
Touch screens, it seems, are the new mice. They are pop-
ping up in mobile phones, portable games consoles, sat-
ellite navigation units, and even some PCs.  Sometimes it 
can be hard to remember which screens are touch screens 
and which are not.  We examine the technology’s history, 
and its future.

Health:  Medical microbots
Surgery is a tricky business.  Opening people up exposes 
them to the risk of infection. This has led to the rise of 
“keyhole surgery” and even “natural-orifi ce surgery” in 
which instruments are inserted through the patient’s 
mouth, for example.  But this makes surgery even more 
tricky.  In this upcoming edition of Technology Quarterly, 
The Economist analyzes the cost-benefi t analysis of new 
surgeries and examines possible alternatives, including 
the use of tiny, remote-controlled robots. 

Defense:  How to become invisible
As the history of camoufl age technology shows, you do 
not need to be completely invisible -- you just need to be 
invisible enough to blend in with your surroundings.  We 
look at the latest development in camoufl age technology, 
from relatively low-tech chemical coatings that reduce 
weapon glint to high-tech “adaptive camoufl age” that re-
sponds to its surroundings.

Brain scan: Amory Lovins
The chairman and chief scientist of the Rocky Mountain 
Institute, Amory Lovins is one of the world’s leading envi-
ronmentalists, and a longstanding and outspoken advo-
cate of alternative-energy technologies.  

Plus shorter stories on:  an update on crowdsourcing; new 
liquid-cooling techniques for chips; cultural differences 
between the fi xed and mobile internets, solid-state video 
cameras; and more.
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The Economist’s review of developments at the cutting 
edge of technological innovation – to be published in The 
Economist on September 6, 2008 


