
ENTERTAINMENT | CONCERTS & RAVES

Masquerade/Cosplay Contest
One of the main events at Acen is the Masquerade. With all the cosplay around how could they not have a main 
event specifically for cosplay? Normally it is held in the same room every year. It is in one of the ball rooms with 
alot of spce and chairs. Basically it is a huge show that anyone can enter to show off their cosplay. You can sign 
up as a group or alone. You walk down the runway in full cosplay and if you are an over achiever, you can even do 
a comic skit. It is pretty enjoyable to watch. You can see people act out your favorite scenes from and anime or 
videogame or just something silly someone made up. I have also seen a proposal on stage before! 

Keep in mind that this is one of Acen’s main events so make sure you jump in the line VERY early! Seats are lim-
ited and not everyone can get in. Get in line at least an hour or 2 early or you will possibly miss out!

Soap Bubble Rave and Concerts
On Friday and Saturday of the con there are dances held late at night. They tend to start around 11PM and go on 
through the night till 3AM sometimes longer. The scene is much like a rave with a huge stage, glow sticks, strobe 
lighting, and Electronic/Dance music. You  do have to wait in line to get in seeing that it is held in the same room 
as the Masquerade and cannot fit the entire con inside.

• You cannot bring bags or purses inside unless you have a medical pass.
• Absolutley NO drugs or Alchol are allowed inside the Rave.
• You MUST have your badge to get in.
 
Concerts
The concerts could include a Japanese J pop or J rock artist and a guest DJ. This means they’re are flying in as a 
guest to perform at Acen. Every year it is someone different so be sure to keep yourself up to date on the website 
or in the program guide.

ENTERTAINMENT | PANELS & GAMING

Panels
The panels are one of the main forms of entertainment 
at Acen. When you enter the con the first thing you 
should grab is a program guide. That little book holds 
EVERY scheduled event for the entire weekend. Most 
of the pages are taken up by the panel schedules. The 
panels could be anything anime, video game, or musi-
cally related. Some of the panels can be a little crazy 
like the Hentai panel or Yoai and Yuri panels. For those 
that do not know those deal with porn, boy on boy and 
girl on girl anime and manga! I if there is ANYTHING you 
love about anime, video games, or music there is a big 
chance there is a panel scheduled about it! 

Once you have figured out the time of the panel of 
interest, be sure to get to the room it is hosted in ASAP. 
Sometimes it is smart to get there an hour or two 
before due the lines being extrememly long! That really 
applies for anything that has a scheduled time during 
the convention. Once the people in charge allow the 
line to move, you are directed toward the room full of 
chairs. In front is a large over head screen and speak-
ers for both the speaker and show on the overhead. 
Basically you are in a room full of people that are all 
into the same thing as you for a couple hours! Depend-
ing on what kind of panel it is, prizes and raffels may be 
given as well.

• After panels finish, the room will be cleared of all 
attendees to prevent taking up space for a following 
panel.

• If a panel is two parts and the second part follows 
immediately after, the room will not be cleared.

• Larger panels may have a 15 to 30 minute seating 
time before beginning.

• Children’s panels are for attendees ages 14 and 
younger.

• Adults must be present with children ages 12 and 
under.

• If a child is unattended in a panel room, IRT will 
contact you to accompany your child.

• Panels may be canceled if the hosting panelist is 
more than 15 minutes late.

• Anime Central requires a government issued photo 
ID for panels where attendees must be ages 18 and 
up.

 
 

Gaming
When entering the con you have to know that Acen 
is not jsut about Anime. Stop and look around while 
waiting in line. Pretty sure the somewhere around you 
someone is holding a handheld system in their hands. 
Acen is THE perfect place to play with not only game 
systems in the Game Room but to meet new people 
and play with handhelds! People everywhere have Nin-
tendo DS’s or PSP’s on them. You can meet hundreds 
of people on the Nintendo DS Street Pass app. So 
while you are dreading waiting in that long line bring a 
handheld gaming system along and play and meet new 
people during your wait!

Game Room
Going back to tha handy dandy program book there 
is scheduling for all of the gaming events. For starters 
there is a Game room located in one of the hotels. The 
locations of EVERYTHING except for the Artist’s Alley, 
Art Show, Registration, and Rave change location every 
year. So it is smart to use the maps that are in the pro-
gram guide to find everything you are looking for. The 
Game room varies every year. I personally have seen it 
split in 2 rooms one year with arcade stuff in one half 
and platform systems in the other. That next year it was 
not the same. Anyway feel free to check it out because 
if you are awesome and confident you can join any of 
the tournaments being held!

Table Top Gaming
Asside from console gaming there are rooms where 
they hold play areas and tournaments for table top 
gaming as well. Any type of card or board type gaming 
can be found in these rooms. Feel free to bring your 
own collection and compete with others!


