
•Detach hoses for storage in the shed.

•Protect outdoor furniture from winter weather.  
Cover or store items like seat cushions and umbrellas.  
Larger pieces and grill will need a waterproof cover.

•Many items kept in a shed won’t survive a freeze, so 
remove paints, caulks and liquid materials to a warmer 
location (like a basement).    

For other maintenance, safety or energy saving tips, check out these 
websites: www.kmhomeinspection.com or www.denverwater.org

real estate newsletter

       Fall Home Maintenance Tips

Hi Neighbor!
This is Brett Zuckerman, your neighbor and Pine Valley real estate expert.  I’m back with our Fall 2014 
newsletter to give you the latest neighborhood realty news and helpful fall maintenance tips, along 
with a great new recipe in our culinary corner.
The 2014 Spring and Summer seasons were a whirlwind, with unprecedented market activity. The 
local housing market bounced back after years of relative inactivity, where we saw depressed prices 
soar due to lack of inventory as well as a rebound for new builds.  In fact, Denver was the fastest 

selling city in April 2014 averaging only 25 days on market while the national average was 86 days 
(Money Magazine June 1, 2014). Due to a bustling economy and high quality of life, Denver continues to be one of 

the most sought after cities in the country for real estate.  
Needless to say, it has been a true seller’s market, and with stable interest rates continuing at historic lows bringing a steady stream of 
buyers to the market, there hasn’t been a better time to sell your home in the past decade.   Below are some tips to keep your home in 
tip top shape for the upcoming fall weather…and of course, GO BRONCOS!!!

Autumn is here so it’s time to prepare your 
home and yard as temperatures drop.  There 
are several steps you can take inside and out-
side your home to better protect it.  Here are 
a few items you may add:

Lawn and Garden Tips

In or Out of a Shed

Roof and Windows

Safety First

•Rake leaves and use them in compost piles or cover 
cold-sensitive perennials.

•Winterize sprinklers.  Turn off automated sprinkler 
systems, drain valves, and blow out the lines with com-
pressed air.

•Disconnect, drain and roll up garden hoses.

•Through fall and winter- water grass, trees and shrubs 
only during prolonged dry periods when temperature is 
above 40 degrees and there is no snow on the ground.

•Aerate and fertilize your lawn.

•Make sure smoke and fire detectors or carbon monox-
ide detectors have fresh batteries.
•Check fire extinguishers to ensure they’re fully charged.

•Check and replace furnace filters and clean vents.

•Consider having a professional clean your heating 
ducts.

•If you have a wood-burning fireplace, have the chim-
ney cleaned to protect creosote buildup.

•Replace shingles that are loose or missing.

•Clean the gutters by removing leaves and other debris

•Keep weather from finding ways inside your home by 
caulking gaps around window or door frames. 

•Remove screens and put up storm windows.  Clean 
the windows outside while you’re at it, and label the 
screens so it’ll be easier to reposition them in the 
Spring.

•Your clean and checked chimney won’t do much 
good without wood for a fire, so cover up the woodpile 
to keep it dry and make sure you’ve got a supply of 
kindling.t a supply of kindling.
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Caramelized Butternut Squash
Yield:6 to 8 servings

Recipe courtesy of Ina Garten

Ingredients
2 medium butternut squash (4 to 5 pounds total)
6 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted
1/4 cup light brown sugar, packed
1 1/2 teaspoons kosher salt
1/2 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper

Directions
Preheat the oven to 400 degrees F.
Cut off and discard the ends of each butternut squash. Peel the 
squash, cut them in half lengthwise, and remove the seeds. Cut the 
squash into 1 1/4 to 1 1/2-inch cubes and place them on a baking 
sheet. Add the melted butter, brown sugar, salt, and pepper. With 
clean hands, toss all the ingredients together and spread in a single 
layer on the baking sheet. Roast for 45 to 55 minutes, until the 
squash is tender and the glaze begins to caramelize. While roast-
ing, turn the squash a few times with a spatula, to be sure it browns 
evenly. Taste for seasonings and serve hot.

SOLD

4772 South Xenia Street

8692 East Layton Avenue

      Last winter, Brett listed our mother’s con-
do. He got us multiple offers and the highest 
price for the unit!...when our daughter’s lease 
was up, we decided to purchase instead of 
renting.  This time, as buyers in a very com-
petitive market, Brett was able to find us the 
perfect home in Pine Valley.  Brett is hard 
working, insightful and was sensitive to our 
needs as buyers and sellers. He was able to 
effectively negotiate in our favor in both situa-
tions. We highly recommend using him! ”

”

If you are already working with a Realtor® please disregard this newsletter

”

”

- Leslie and Ricki I., Pine Valley buyers

SOLD

JDDesign4u
@gmail.com

Pine Valley Real Estate Statistics 
Jan-Sept 2014

• Number of homes listed: 15
• Number of active homes: 2
• Number of homes under contract: 2
• Number of homes sold:  8
• Number of homes withdrawn: 2
• Number of homes expired: 1
• Avg. sales price:  $327,156
• Avg. days on market for solds: 21
• Lowest sold price: $290,000 (2,179 fin sq ft)
• Highest sold price: $358,000 (2,464 fin sq ft)
      Source: Denver Metrolist® MLS Jan 1 - Sept 29, 2014       

Get a FREE home valuation!
Email brettz@marcusteam.com

  (720) 445-2468
   “Here to help…whenever 

you need me!”

Sold by Brett Zuckerman in Pine Valley


