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Challenged Athletes Foundation

SCHEDULE

6:00 pm  l  Cocktail Reception 
 and Silent Auction

7:00 pm  l  Ballroom Doors Open

7:30 pm  l  Dinner, Introduction of 
 Honorees and Program

Heroes, Heart and Hope Honorees:
Heroes of Boston

9:00 pm  l  Live Auction

9:30 pm  l  Evening Concludes
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About CAF  l  Now celebrating its 20th anniversary, the Challenged Athletes Foundation (CAF)  
has fulfilled more than 8,200 funding requests from physically challenged athletes across the globe. 
This year, CAF’s Access for Athletes program distributed a record $2.084 million in grant funding to 
1,132 athletes in 20 countries for expensive adaptive sports equipment, coaching and competition-
related expenses. In addition, more than 80,000 individuals are reached annually through CAF’s 
other programs which provide mentoring, no-cost sport and mobility clinics and support for injured 
military and first responders. 

Mission  l  It is the mission of the Challenged Athletes Foundation to provide opportunities and  
support to people with physical disabilities so they can pursue active lifestyles through physical fitness 
and competitive athletics. The Challenged Athletes Foundation believes involvement in sports at any 
level increases self-esteem, encourages independence and enhances quality of life.

Headquarters  l  The Deni + Jeff Jacobs Challenged Athletes Center serves as CAF’s national  
headquarters, an adaptive training facility and an educational center. Since opening its doors in 2011, 
more than 10,000 people have experienced CAF’s mission to change lives and perceptions by attending 
a mobility clinic, educational tour, fundraiser or community event at this exceptional building that  
allows us to build a better future for challenged athletes for years to come. 

Challenged Athletes Foundation
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Challenged Athletes Foundation  l  

Celebrating 20 Years That Changed The World 

The Challenged Athletes Foundation (CAF) is proud to have played a pivotal role in not only changing 
the lives of thousands of challenged athletes, but in changing the world and the way it perceives and 
accepts those with physical challenges.  

20 years ago, the phrase “challenged athlete” did not exist. People were shocked to see an amputee 
or a person in a wheelchair participating in a sporting event or working out at the gym. Today, thanks 
in large measure to CAF’s efforts and those of our athletes, many mainstream events have a Paratriathlon 
or Physically Challenged division and separate awards. And thanks to the funding that CAF provides 
to athletes, the competition is fierce – and getting fiercer all the time as the stars of tomorrow begin 
to rise. 

Through our work, we have helped change the perception of what an ATHLETE is, and WHO an athlete 
can be. From our beginnings, we have held the unshakeable belief that everyone has the fundamental 
right to take part in sports and fitness activities and that funding or lack of access should never be a 
barrier to participation. 

Through our innovative programs, CAF is breaking down those barriers. We provide the critical funding 
that can be the difference in making it to the starting line. Our mentors are the trailblazers who are 
showing others the way and we are educating the general public to remove the stigma of disability.

From one came many. What began as a fundraiser to help one athlete regain his independence has 
now grown into an international movement that has positively impacted the lives of more than 8,200 
athletes around the globe. More than $47 million has been raised and each year our athletes continue 
to amaze. From the first wheelchair athlete to ascend Mt. Kilimanjaro to the first amputee to grace 
the cover of Runner’s World, CAF continues to use the healing power of sports to empower challenged 
athletes and to prove to the world that there is nothing that we can’t achieve. 

20 years have passed, but we are just getting started. What may seem impossible today is just 
another challenge to be conquered by CAF athletes. And we will be there to support them, every 
step of the way.

Challenged Athletes Foundation



7

#HeroesHeartHope   l   2013

Challenged Athletes Foundation

A Message From CAF’s President  l 

Dear Friends of the Challenged Athletes Foundation:

Twenty years ago this October, a community of athletes gathered together on a California beach to raise money 
for a fellow triathlete who became a quadriplegic after a tragic second accident. Our goal was to raise $25,000 
and provide him the independence that would come with an adaptive van. 

Since that first San Diego Triathlon Challenge, the Challenged Athletes Foundation (CAF) has raised over  
$47 million and funded the athletic dreams of more than 8,200 challenged athletes worldwide. Last year alone,  
we distributed 1,132 grants – worth almost $2.1 million – for expensive adaptive equipment, training and 
competition expenses. It is your generosity at events like A Celebration of Heroes, Heart and Hope that makes 
it possible for us to raise the funds that get athletes with physical challenges back into the game of life.  

In the wake of the horrific bombings on April 15 at the Boston Marathon, once again a community of athletes 
is rallying to provide support to the victims from that vicious and cowardly attack. As we have been for the 
past 20 years, CAF will be there to provide support, mentoring and funding to those victims so that they can 
experience the healing power of sport like so many before them. This is our mission and we are proud to be 
able to contribute in any way we can.

Thank you again for your support and your generosity. Thanks also to our dedicated Board of Directors, staff 
and volunteers who make it possible for us to execute the ground-breaking initiatives and programs that keep 
our Foundation fiscally strong and well-positioned for even greater success in the future.

Together, we will continue to make a real and lasting difference in the lives of challenged athletes for decades 
to come.

Yours in Sport,

Jeffrey Essakow
Board President
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Honoring  l  

On April 15 our nation’s strength and resilience were tested when one of the world’s most renowned  
athletic events was reduced to what many compared to a battlefield. Yet once again, America  
demonstrated its greatness and compassion and gave rise to a new set of heroes. Without falter or  
hesitation these first responders, runners and bystanders took charge to save the lives of those  
injured. Their heroic acts were the first step in what the Challenged Athletes Foundation (CAF) and  
its supporters will ensure is enduring support for those affected.

A Celebration of Heroes, Heart and Hope is an evening that salutes stories of extreme feats and heroic 
triumphs. It recognizes those who demonstrate strength and perseverance and set examples for others to 
follow. It is an evening that captures the spirit of the Challenged Athletes Foundation and our belief in 
one’s ability to overcome obstacles and change fear into courage.  

The individuals who risked their own lives to save others became true heroes at the 2013 Boston 
Marathon. They were the first step of support. The first to believe in the recovery of those injured or 
left without a limb. The Challenged Athletes Foundation honors all the Heroes of Boston for their 
selfless acts of heart and hope.

THE HEROES OF

Challenged Athletes Foundation
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A Message From The Event Committee Chairman  l  
 
Dear Friends,
 
Never is our mettle tested like it is in the aftermath of a life-changing accident or catastrophe. On April 15, in 
Boston, we were shocked, angered and saddened when confronted with the horrific images and aftermath of the 
brutal and heinous act that killed three and wounded hundreds of others. Thanks to the bravery of those we are 
honoring at this event – the Heroes of Boston – the toll was much lower than it could have been. They put their 
own lives on the line, and the injured quickly received the care they so urgently needed.
 
As we stand here tonight, many victims are still recovering – physically and mentally. But they have made a 
choice. A choice to live life to the fullest without fear – no matter the obstacles, no matter the blood, sweat and 
tears that will be required to reach their goals, no matter how daunting it may be.
 
That is where the Challenged Athletes Foundation (CAF) comes in. The victims of Boston will not let this cowardly 
act of terror dissuade them from being active again. And CAF will be there to fund, guide and inspire them – as 
we have been for thousands before across the country and around the world. From Columbine, to the conflicts in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, to Haiti, we have helped individuals – young and old, beginners and elites – recover from 
devastating injuries. We apply the healing power of sports to make the athletes we support feel whole again – and 
to inspire all who come into contact with them.
 
CAF’s work is only possible through your generosity. Seven years ago, we started this event to raise funds for and 
awareness of the Challenged Athletes Foundation here in New York City. Since that first Celebration of Heroes, 
Heart and Hope, more than $6 million has been raised to fund hundreds of grants, and provide clinics and 
mentorship for athletes in the Northeastern United States. Tonight, we have a chance to add to that total for the 
benefit of challenged athletes in Boston, across the United States and around the world.
 
So let us send a global message by raising our paddles. For Boston… for challenged athletes everywhere…. for the 
human spirit. Our country will not be intimidated and our athletes will not be denied. With the right funding and 
support, they will leave their limits at the door.
 
Kind Regards,

Scott L. Stackman
Founder and Chairman, CAF “Heroes, Heart & Hope” Gala
Member, CAF Board of Directors

Challenged Athletes Foundation



1514

#HeroesHeartHope   l   2013 2013   l   #HeroesHeartHope

Challenged Athletes Foundation

Scott Stackman, Founder & Chairman – CAF Gala
Managing Director – Investments
Private Wealth Advisor
UBS Private Wealth Management

Jennifer Bornemann
Lieutenant Commander, Social Worker
United States Public Health Service

Carlie Brown-Ogren

Haggai Eshed 
Community Health Specialist
The Hebrew Home of Riverdale

Wendy Glick
Director of Alumni Affairs, 
United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism

2013 Event Committee  l

Jennifer & Lyle Casriel

Emily Charette

Cynthia Clift & David Wassong

Pippa Cohen

Julie & Martin Franklin

Ronan Gardiner

Leslie & John Korff

Dylan Lauren & Paul Arrouet

Robert Locascio

Daniel Loeb

Andrew Messick

Alessandra Rampogna &  
Alan Mnuchin 

Joanne & Eric Storch

Rachel & Gary Sumers

Lesley & Rob Vecsler

Rielly & Dax Vlassis

Meghan Walsh & Ben Shaoul

Kevin White

2013 Honorary Committee  l

Sari Levy-Schorr 
President
Levy Creative Management LLC 

Justin Model
Director of Marketing & Communications
Northeast Region
Accenture, Inc.

Annie Rhodes 
Senior Product Manager
MicroEdge LLC

Shoshana Riss
Senior Manager Rights & Clearance
DIRECTV

Challenged Athletes Foundation
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Diamond  l

Daniel S. Loeb/Third Point LLC  l  Pershing Square Capital Management  

Cindi & David Samson and Family  l  Rachel & Gary Sumers

Platinum  l

Jeffrey A. Altman Foundation  l  Dodge  l  Julie & Martin Franklin 

Charlotte & Gary Gilbert/Gilbert Films  l  IRONMAN  l  Scott Stackman 

Spring Hill Capital Partners, LLC 

Gold  l

Accenture  l  Anonymous  l  Gates Capital Management  l  Mutual of America  l   Gail Stackman 

TYR  l  UBS Financial Services  l  Rielly & Dax Vlassis  l  Dwyane Wade Fantasy Camp

  

Silver  l

Blackstone Charitable Foundation  l  Cynthia Clift & David Wassong  l  John & Amy Griffin Foundation 

Headsweats  l   LifeProof  l  Macquarie  l  Men’s Health  l  MRV Communications  l  Össur  

Alessandra Rampogna & Alan Mnuchin  l  REFUEL with Chocolate Milk 

Sponsors  l

Challenged Athletes Foundation

Break THrougH.
Believe.BaTTle.
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Sports Chairs* & Handcycles

Total sports chairs and 
handcycles granted

Sports chairs and handcycles funded by 
2012 Heroes, Heart and Hope Fund-an-item

Fund-An-Item  l  As CAF succeeds in raising awareness about the remarkable abilities of  
challenged athletes, more and more athletes request funding for equipment, coaching and competition 
expenses.

By funding an item at the Heroes, Heart and Hope  
gala, you will provide a challenged athlete with the 
equipment needed to excel in sports and in life.

Featured Northeast Athletes  l 
Wheelchair Sports Federation New York Sled Rangers
Thanks to funds raised at the Heroes, Heart and Hope Gala, CAF is proud 
to support members of the Wheelchair Sports Federation (WSF) New York 
Sled Rangers – the first New York City-based youth sled hockey team. 

The team is coached by the New York City Commissioner of the Mayor’s Office 
for People with Disabilities, Victor Calise, and managed by Bill Greenberg.

“The whole idea is to get them involved and show them what disabled athletes can do,” says Calise, a U.S. 
Paralympian who competed on the first U.S. Paralympic Sled Hockey Team at the 1998 Paralympic Games in 
Nagano, Japan. 

Greenberg, whose ten-year-old son Sam is a member of the team, says playing on a team makes a big difference 
for kids with disabilities. “When Sam goes to class with his able-bodied friends and says ‘I’m a hockey player,’ 
they look at him differently,” says Greenberg.

To date, CAF has provided sleds and equipment for eight of the 17 players on the WSF NY Sled Rangers and 
more are joining the team. Your donations will help CAF provide additional equipment and give even more 
physically challenged kids the opportunity to participate in this positive, confidence-building activity.

Says Greenberg: “The only thing that holds these kids back is what they let hold them back. That’s why having 
the opportunity to get involved in sports like sled hockey is so important.”

Össur Running Feet

Total Össur running feet granted 

Össur running feet funded by 2012
Heroes, Heart and Hope Fund-an-item

318

11

Challenged Athletes Foundation

*Basketball, rugby, racing, Tennis, Monoski, Hockey Sled
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Featured Challenged Athlete  l

Jessica Long 
Since her debut at age 12 at the Athens Paralympic 
Games, Jessica Long has been a fixture on the podium, 
representing the United States in swimming at Paralympic 
competitions. But early in life, the 13-time record 
holder’s outlook was less than golden. Born with fibular 
hemimelia (Jessica was missing her fibulas and most 
of the bones in her feet) she was abandoned by her 
Russian birth parents at an orphanage in Bratsk, Siberia. 
A year later she was adopted by an American couple and 
at 18 months the lower part of her legs were amputated, 
allowing her to walk. 

Growing up in Maryland, Jessica was one of six children 
and was very active in sports. As the youngest member 
of the U.S. Paralympic Team in Athens, she won three 
gold medals. She has gone on to swim for Team USA
at both the Beijing and London Paralympic Games, 
accumulating a total of 17 medals. 

Jessica has twice been named Sports Woman of the 
Year by the U.S. Paralympic Committee and in 2012 
won the ESPY Award for Female Athlete with a Disability. 
In 2006, she won the Sullivan Award, given annually 
to the most outstanding amateur athlete in America.

Now one of America’s most recognizable Paralympians, 
Jessica is not only breaking down barriers for other 
challenged athletes, but changing the world’s 

perceptions of what is possible.

Featured Challenged Athlete  l

Breezy Bochenek 
At just 11 years of age, Brianne “Breezy” Bochenek 
has marshaled more strength and maturity than 
most adults do during their lifetime. The youngest 
of five children, Breezy’s tight-knit family was  
devastated when what seemed like a sports injury 
was diagnosed as an aggressive form of bone 
cancer. With inspiration and mentoring from CAF’s 
Sarah Reinertsen, Breezy endured chemotherapy 
and made the tough decision to amputate her leg. 
Breezy’s positive attitude and resilience left her 

family breathless. 

“If this had to happen to one of us, I’m glad 
it was me, because I know I can handle it,” 

says Breezy. “I’m thinking about all the kids 
in the world who are dying because they 
have no food and water, and it makes me 
realize what I am going through isn’t that 
big of a deal.” 

CAF promised Breezy a running foot when she was 
ready, and now that promise has been kept. Armed 
with her Össur Flex Run Jr. she is determined to 
be a role model for other kids and adults who are 

battling cancer. She also has bigger goals: 

“Sarah was the first above-knee woman to 
finish Ironman. I want to be the youngest.”



Featured Challenged Athlete  l

Daniel Riley 
On December 16, 2010, Cpl. Daniel Riley (Ret.) was 
nearing the end of his deployment to the volatile Marjah 
Valley in Afghanistan. While clearing a compound with 
Weapons Company, 2/6 Marines, he felt the ground give 
way beneath his left foot as he triggered an improvised 
explosive device (IED). The blast threw him into the  
air and he landed on what he thought were his legs. 
It was then he felt indescribable pain and realized that 
something was dramatically wrong. His company broke 
protocol and risked their own lives to save his, rushing 
him across an uncleared field to the Medevac helicopter. 
He remained conscious throughout the ordeal until he 
finally passed out due to massive blood loss.

All told, Dan would endure 25 surgeries to his legs, 
arm, lung and abdomen, resulting in above-knee 
amputations to both legs and the loss of three fingers 
on his left hand. While rehabbing at Naval Medical 
Center San Diego, Daniel was introduced to CAF’s 
Operation Rebound program.

Dan began surfing and soon found the natural rush of 
being in the water enabled him to reduce his regimen 
of pain medications. A Marine infantryman through  
and through, Daniel told CAF Operation Rebound 
he wanted to take on the toughest challenges in 
the sports world. Dan is now surfing, monoskiing, 
competing in triathlons and more, all while serving 
as a role model and mentor for other injured troops.
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DiD you know?
$12,000 - $35,000 The cost of sports prosthetics like a

Carbon fiber running leg 

The cost of adaptive sports equipment like a

handCyCle or raCing Chair
$2,800 - $6,500

$1,800+ The cost of adaptive wheelchairs like a

Tennis or baskeTball Chair

Most medical insurance companies  

deem these items as a luxury  
and do noT cover the cost.
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2013 Grant Distribution Highlights  l

54
124

35
Hockey Sleds 
and Monoskis

Handcycles
and Racing

Chairs202
Sports Chairs

*Basketball, Rugby, 
All-Court, Tennis

Prosthetic
Components

ASPEN MEDICAL PRODUCTS 
SAN DIEGO TRIATHLON CHALLENGE l 
october 20, 2013  l  la Jolla, Ca

1 Mile Swim  l  44 Mile Bike  l  10 Mile run

DODGE MILLION DOLLAR CHALLENGE  l  
october 12-18, 2013  l  San Francisco to San Diego

 7 Days  l  620 Miles  

BACK TO BACK CENTURY 
CHALLENGE - NOR CAL  l   
august 17-18, 2013  l  golden gate – Sonoma County 

2013 CAF Events  l  The Challenged Athletes Foundation’s (CAF) events are so much more than  
athletic events or fundraisers. They are unforgettable, transformational experiences. No one leaves a CAF  
event unchanged – physically or emotionally. Every CAF event is as exhilarating as it is rewarding, allowing  
you to witness firsthand the difference you can make in the lives of challenged athletes. 

The first class support, idyllic scenery, challenging courses, and premier accommodations (cycling events) are 
underscored by the reward of participating alongside the challenged athletes that benefit from your efforts. 
Raising funds for challenged athletes is deeply satisfying. But it is the journey that will change your life forever. 

CAF CYCLING CHALLENGE - OJAI VALLEY  l   
September 20-22, 2013  l  Westlake – ojai valley, Ca

Total amount Distributed:

 $2,084,843

Challenged Athletes Foundation

Equipment Highlights  l
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The Jeffrey A. Altman Foundation

To the athletes supported by CAF, who have
the vision to see what is possible,

congratulations.

Your passion to leave your limits at the door
inspires all of us to do the same.

Third Point LLC

celebrates the
Challenged Athletes Foundation

CAF’s inspirational athletes epitomize 
courage and determination.

We cheer your victories and 
support your dreams.

Challenged Athletes Foundation
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Scott, 

Congratulations on another amazing and 
inspiring CAF Gala!! We are honored to be 

a part of this incredible night.  

CAF is a wonderful organization, and we 
continue to be impressed by your dedication 

to all of the people helped by it! 
 

Love,
Rachel & Gary Sumers
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Challenged Athletes FoundationChallenged Athletes Foundation

We have proudly supported the 
Challenged Athletes Foundation 

for many years, and continue to be 
inspired, awed and humbled by 

the individuals they help. 

We are pleased to continue our 
commitment to each one, as 

they leave their limits at the door 
and show everyone what is possible.

Julie & Martin Franklin
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Challenged Athletes Foundation

Congratulations to the challenged athletes
who continue to inspire and motivate us all

to leave our limits at the door.

We are proud to support the 
Challenged Athletes Foundation.

May we all aspire to great achievement.
 

Charlotte & Gary Gilbert

Challenged Athletes Foundation
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I would like to express my gratitude to my family, friends and 
colleagues for helping challenged athletes achieve the impossible.  

“You’ll never find your limits until you’ve gone too far.” 

– Aron Ralston

Scott L. Stackman
Founder and Chairman, CAF “Heroes, Heart & Hope” Gala

Member, CAF National Board of Directors

This year, the Challenged Athletes Foundation 
provided almost $2.1 million in grants to 1,132 
challenged athletes in 20 countries – the most 
in CAF’s 20-year history. This support would not 
be possible without those in the room tonight.

Thanks to you, CAF will continue to help 
challenged athletes: Battle. Believe. Break Through.  
These athletes have left their limits at the door. 

May they continue to do so, and may we all 
continue to be inspired by them to do the same.
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Dear Scott,

What can I say that hasn’t already been said?

When the logo for the very first fundraiser in New York City 
was determined, I thought of you.

You have been a “hero” to so many who face the challenge of everyday living.

You have had the “heart” of a lion – dedicated in succeeding, 
defying all challenges for an incredible group of people.

And, you have given “hope” to all you care about.
May you continue on this path so that there will always be 

a “hero” with “heart” and “hope.” 

All my love,
Mom
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Alessandra Rampogna
& 

Alan Mnuchin

Salute all of the CAF Athletes

You’re truly an inspiration
to all of us!
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MRV

Salutes the accomplishments 
and determination of all CAF athletes.

Bring home the Gold in Sochi! Da!

Challenged Athletes Foundation
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Connect with CAF on Social Media l 

    Event Hashtag: #HeroesHeartHope

Friends Of CAF l CAF would like to sincerely thank the following individuals and  
organizations who have contributed to the success of the 2013 Celebration of Heroes, Heart  
and Hope gala:

 Karen Allen Harrington Photography Rye Tri Club

 Gefrom Productions Mirko Ilić Corp. 

Printing l 
 Underwritten by: Printed by:

Program Photography l Photos courtesy of: 

 Brightroom.com Michael Del Rossi Photography Tim Mantoani

 Cliff Endsley Rich Cruse The Wonderland Group

Challenged Athletes Foundation

Follow Us

 facebook.com/CAForg

 @CAFoundation

 @CAFoundation

 pinterest.com/CAFoundation
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