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The capacity of men and
women to flirt turns out
to be a remarkable set
of behaviors embedded

deep in our psyches.

E xactly how do we signal our amorous interest and intent in each
other? It’s been trivialized, even demonized, but the coquettish behavior in-
dulged in by men and women alike is actually a vital silent language exchang-
ing critical-and startling-information about our general health and reproduc-
tive fitness.

“She was,” he proclaimed, “so extraordinarily beautiful that I nearly
laughed out loud. She... [was] famine, fire, destruction and plague... the only
true begetter. Her breasts were apocalyptic, they would topple empires before
they withered... her body was a miracle of construction... She was unques-
tionably gorgeous. She was lavish. She was a dark, unyielding largesse. She
was, in short, too bloody much... Those huge violet blue eyes... had an odd
glint... Aeons passed, civilizations came and went while these cosmic head-
lights examined my flawed personality. Every pockmark on my face became
a crater of the moon.”

So Richard Burton described his first sight of a 19-year-old Elizabeth
Taylor. He didn’t record what happened next, but a growing cadre of sci-
entists would bet their lab coats and research budgets that sometime after

that breath-catching, gut-gripping moment of instant mutual awareness, Liz

tossed her hair, swayed her hips, arched her feet, giggled, gazed wide-eyed,
flicked her tongue over her lips and extended that apocalyptic chest, and that
Dick, for his part, arched his back, stretched his pecs, imperceptibly swayed
his pelvis in a tame Elvis performance, swaggered, laughed loudly, tugged his
tic and clasped the back of his neck, which had the thoroughly engaging effect

of stiffening his stance and pufling his chest.
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