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M
odification

M
odification w

ithin sign language is the w
ay in w

hich a sign 
is altered in order to exaggerate or change the m

eaning of a 
certain action. For exam

ple if it is raining a little the sign for 
rain w

ould be slow
 and gentle w

ith a softer facial expression, 
how

ever if it is raining m
ore heavily the facial expression 

particularly w
ill change dram

atically and the hand m
otions w

ill 
becom

e m
ore vigorous.

Issues of sem
iotics are com

m
on in this area again the m

ain 
issue is w

here a lack of facial expression is present it can 
be harder to decipher w

hat the sign is conveying. H
ow

ever 
w

here the sign does not w
ork w

ith the facial expression it can 
also lead to a m

isread sign.
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