
It is a system of proportions based 
on a module, the standard of which 
is derived from the material itself. It is 
a discipline imposed by the designer. 
Unlike the Modulor, it is not a fixed 
system based on a specific concept 
of proportion, but one which must be 
custom-made for each problem. 

The Grid System

Like the architect’s plan,the grid system employed 
by the graphic designer provides for an orderly and 
harmonious distribution of miscellaneous graphic 
material.

Here is a simple grid system for 
a booklet. Devising such a grid 
involves two creative acts: developing 
the pattern that is suitable for the 
given material and arranging this 
material within the pattern. In a 
sense, the creative ability required for 
the former is no less than that for 
the latter,

Creating the grid calls for the ability
to classify and organize miscellaneous 
material, with sufficient foresight to 
allow for flexibility in handling content 
which may, for one reason or another, 
be altered. The grid must define the 
areas of operation and provide for 
different techniques, pictures, text, 
space between text and pictures, 
columns of text, page numbers, 
picture captions,headings and other 
miscellaneous items.

because the making of the 
grid necessitates analyzing 
simultaneously all the elements 
involved. But once it is evolved, 
the designer is free to play to his 
heart’s content: with pictures, 
type, paper, ink, color, and with 
texture, scale, size and contrast. 

The grid system has as many 
detractors as it has adherents. Its 
detractors generally misunderstand 
its use or its potential—and that 
it is merely a tool. It has been 
condemned as stifling, rigid and 
cold. But this confuses the product 
with the process. The grid does 
not automatically insure an exciting 
product. The designer must still 
exercise all the experience at his 
command, discretion, timing, and 
a sense of drama and sequence. 
In brief, the intelligent designer will 
recognize that the grid can help him 
achieve harmony and order, but also 
that it may be abandoned when and 
if necessary. To function successfully, 
the grid system, like all workable 
systems, must be interpreted as 
freely as necessary. It is the very 
freedom which adds richness and 
a note of surprise to what might 
otherwise be potentially lifeless.

The grid, then, is the discipline 
which frees him from the time-
consuming burden of making certain 
decisions (dimensions, proportions) 
without which fruitful and creative 
work is extremely difficult. He can 
move directly to those aspects of 
the problem in which individual 
expression, novel ideas, and 
freedom of choice are essential.


