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On May 3 and 4, 2008, more than 75,000 people from all over the country descended on afairground in Silicon
Valley to see a glimpse of the future thraugh a lens on the present. This was the annual Bay Area Maker Faire, a
celebration of do-it-yourself culture where mare than 500 *makers® showed aff their rabat pets, home- brewed 3D
displays, biofuel-powered vehicles, and extreme crafs.

The event is ascience fair meets craft fair meets farmer's market. Yet, Maker Faire is not just about seeing great
DIY projects. It's about breaking established modes of thinking and questioning traditional approaches to living,
working, and organizing. In Institute for the Future (IFTF) terms, Maker Faire is flpe with weak signals that peint
toward the way technology may be used, or made, over the next decade. Two future forces, ane mostly social,
one mostly technological, are Intersecting to transform how goods, services, and experiences—the “stuff of our
world—will be designed, manufactured, and distributed over the next decade
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How do you believe social media and technology will change
the way goods, services, and experiences are designed,
manufactured, and distributed in the next decade?

Add Question Details

l John Fossey

Designing will become a telecommuting job, done from anywhere in the world.
Distribution will see the end of the middleman distributor. Technology will connect
the manufacturer directly with the consumer. Manufacturing will be all about short
runs, made to order, lean manufacturing with no inventory. Reshoring and
‘nearshoring” will bring the manufacturer closer to the consumer.

" Invest in clean

technologies
I’m convinced
it will happen!
-Sally Jewell
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U.S. international trade
deficit in goods and
services increased

To $38.7 billion in
December from $34.6
billion in November (2014).

U.S. International Trade

34.6 Billion 38.7 Billion
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\ag Discussion Question:
+ IR Posced by Brandon Chivers on March 4, 2014 at 12:24pm

Why do you believe that an overall increase of intenational trade Is ether beneficial or detrimental?
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Why do you believe that

an overall increase of
international trade is

either beneficial or
detrimental?

\ .44 Brandon Chivers - March 6, 2014 at 12:29pm

_.“ More so if you believe this to be beneficial, are you not considering, how America outsources these products by paying for cheap
labor while taking a higher profit for our nation. Such as Disney and Walmart are notorious for this; at one point they were sourcing
their production in Sri Lanka, and paying their workers $0.17 an hour at a rate of 107 hours/wk. This job creation by America in
foreign countries may seem beneficial, but the sad reality is that the only reason that international trade has increase so much is
because of issues like this, big named companies are increasing their profit by exploiting their workers at horrendous conditions,
hours, and pay for their OWN benefit

And if you believe that America can't get these products within the nation, this is false. Much of the products we outsource are
due to the relative cheapness compared to that within the nation. The only reason many of the products we buy are cheap, is
because we employ sweatshops and you could say, 'slave labor'.

Edit | Delete

Breana Burek - March 6, 2014 at 12:08pm

I think an overall increase of international trade is beneficial because we could items that we don't have in America and we could
increase partnerships with more countries.
Edit | Delete

Stephanie Buscemi - March 6, 2014 at 12:05pm

| think an overall increase of international trade is beneficial because it will help us get the items we are in shortage of. This then
will create a friendly relationship with these countries, who will help us when we are in need of items they might possess.
Edit | Delete

Christine O'Dea - March 6, 2014 at 11:50am

It could be beneficial because it might strengthen our relations with other countries, but it could be detrim:
end up relying too much on international trade.
Edit | Delete

tal because we might

Courtney McKain - March 6, 2014 at 11:44am
| think that international trade is beneficial in ways where we don't have everything we need here in America.
Edit | Delete
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