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Places 7o  See.

HE ENGLISH NAME OF THE
ISLAND COMMEMORATES ITS
EUROPEAN DISCOVERY BY
A DUTCH EXPLORATION VESSEL ON
EASTER SUNDAY IN 1722.

EVER SINCE THOR HEYERDAHL
AND A SMALL PARTY OF ADVENTUR-
ERS SAILED THEIR RAFT FROM SOUTH
AMERICA TO THE TUAMOTU ISLANDS,
FAR TO THE NORTH OF EASTER
ISLAND, A CONTROVERSY HAS RAGED
OVER THE ORIGIN OF THE ISLANDERS.
ToDAY DNA TESTING HAS PROVED
CONCLUSIVELY THAT THE POLYNE—
SIANS ARRIVED FROM THE WEST
RATHER THAN THE EAST, AND THAT
THE PEOPLE OF EASTER ISLAND ARE
DESCENDANTS OF INTREPID VOYAG—
ERS WHO SET OUT FROM ANOTHER
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ISLAND THOUSANDS OF YEARS AGO.
LEGEND SAYS THAT THE PEOPLE LEFT
FOR EASTER ISLAND BECAUSE THEIR
OWN ISLAND WAS SLOWLY BEING
SWALLOWED BY THE SEA.

IN BRIEF, THE PREHISTORY OF
EASTER ISLAND IS ONE OF SUPREME
ACCOMPLISHMENT, FLOURISHING AND

CIVILIZATION, FOLLOWED BY ENVIRON-
MENTAL DEVASTATION AND DECLINE.
ALTHOUGH IT IS NOT AGREED WHEN
PEOPLE FIRST ARRIVED ON EASTER
ISLAND (WITH ESTIMATES RANGING
FROM SEVERAL HUNDRED TO MORE
THAN ONE THOUSAND YEARS AGO),
CONSENSUS SEEMS TO BE THAT THE
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MANY SETTLERS ~ A REMARKABLE
FEAT GIVEN-THE DISTANCE OF
EASTER ISLAND FROM ANY OTHER
LAND IN THE PACIFIC OCEAN.

THE FIRST ISLANDERS FOUND A
LAND OF UNDOUB PARADI
ARCH;‘LOGICALED CE irvs
THAT THE ISLAND WAS COVERED'IN
TREES OF VARIOUS SORTS, INCLUDING
THE LARGEST PALM TREE SPECIES IN
THE WORLD, WHOSE BARK AND WOOD
FURNISHED THE NATIVES WITH CLOTH,
ROPE, AND CANOES. BIRDS WERE
ABUNDANT AS WELL, AND PROVIDED
FOOD FOR THEM. A MILD CLIMATE FA—
VORED AN EASY LIFE, AND ABUNDANT
WATERS YIELDED FISH AND OYSTERS.

THE ISLANDERS PROSPERED DUE
TO THESE ADVANTAGES, AND A
REFLECTION OF THIS IS THE RELIGION
WHICH SPROUTED IN THEIR LEISURE,
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SIT TODAY, IS STAMENT TO HOW
CENTRAL THESE FIGURES WERE TO
THE ISLANDERS, AND HOW THEIR
LIFE REVOLVED AROUND THESE CRE—
ATIONS. IT HAS BEEN SUGGESTED
THAT THEIR ISOLATION FROM ALL
OTHER PEOPLES FUELED THIS
OUTLET OF TRADE AND CREATIVITY —
LACKING ANY OTHER SIGNIFICANT
WAY TO DIRECT THEIR SKILLS AND
RESOURCES. THE BIRD-MAN CULTURE
(SEEN IN PETROGLYPHS), IS AN
OBVIOUS TESTAMENT TO THE ISLAND—
ERS' FASCINATION WITH THE ABILITY
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TO LEAVE THEIR ISLAND FOR DISTANT
LANDS. HOWEVER, AS THE POPULA—
TION GREW, SO DID PRESSURES ON
THE ISLAND'S ENVIRONMENT. DEFOR—
ESTATION OF THE ISLAND'S TREES
GRADUALLY INCREASED, AND AS THIS
MAIN RESOURCE WAS DEPLETED, THE
ISLANDERS WOULD FIND IT HARD TO
CONTINUE MAKING ROPE, CANOES,
AND ALL THE NECESSITIES TO HUNT
AND FISH, AND ULTIMATELY, SUPPORT
THE CULTURE THAT PRODUCED THE
GIANT STONE FIGUREHEADS. APPAR—
ENTLY, DISAGREEMENTS BEGAN TO
BREAK OUT (WITH SOME VIOLENCE)
AS CONFIDENCE IN THE OLD RELIGION
WAS LOST, AND IS REFLECTED PARTLY
IN THE RUINS OF MOAI WHICH WERE

DELIBERATELY TOPPLED BY HUMAN
HANDS. BY THE END OF THE GLORY
OF THE EASTER ISLAND CULTURE,
THE POPULATION HAD CRASHED IN
NUMBERS, AND THE RESIDENTS —
WITH LITTLE FOOD OR OTHER WAYS
TO OBTAIN SUSTENANCE ~ RESORTED
SOMETIMES TO CANNIBALISM AND A
BARE SUBSISTENCE. SUBSEQUENT
RAIDS BY POWERS SUCH AS PERU AND
BOLIVIA DEVASTATED THE POPULA—
TION EVEN MORE, UNTIL ONLY A FEW
HUNDRED NATIVE RAPA NUI WERE
LEFT BY THE LAST CENTURY.

TODAY, RAPA NUI NATIONAL PARK
IS ON THE UNESCO WORLD HERI—
TAGE LIST. ITS RESIDENTS RELY MUCH
ON THE TOURISM AND ECONOMIC

LINKS TO CHILE AND DAILY FLIGHTS
TO SANTIAGO. AS WITH MANY

NATIVE PEOPLES, THE RAPA NUI SEEK
A LINK TO THEIR PAST AND HOW TO
INTEGRATE THEIR CULTURE WITH THE
POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
REALITIES OF TODAY.
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