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Indignation
by  Philip  Roth

Indignation
by Philip Roth
Houghton Mifflin
ISBN: 9780547054841
256 pages

Review  by  Jonathan  Fullmer 
    Ignorance may be bliss, but what happens when, after
retrospection, we are left with resentment? 
    It had taken me almost a year after completing my
undergraduate degree before I began to resent my education. I had applied to only
one college, a tiny, private liberal arts school tucked away in the hills of Tennessee.
I had no doubts about being accepted, but it hadn't occurred to me what I would do
if I wasn't. Not that my education there was entirely bad. But it never even dawned
on me that I could have at least sought an education at any school in the country. I
had no clue what I wanted to do, where I wanted to go, and the Christian high school
I attended, supposedly a "college prep" school, failed to inform me of, well,
practically everything, including the definition of those things called credits. What I
did, then, in my ignorance, was let reason decide my fate. 
    My parents insisted I pursue at least one year of private education, preferably
from a school with a religious affiliation. I greatly feared my parents then, and I
couldn't argue against all the personal connections I had with the school: My
mother had graduated there; her brother and one of her sisters had gone there, and
one of my cousins was currently there; my best friend and a girl from my high
school class were to attend the same year as me, and a couple other graduates from
my high school were already in attendance. At the time it simply made sense for me
to go as well. Plus it was six hours away from my parents in Virginia, which for me
was reason enough to go just about anywhere. 
    It was also reason enough to drive Marcus Messner, protagonist of Indignation,
Philip Roth's 29th book, to leave his hometown in Newark, New Jersey.
Unfortunately for Marcus, however, in true Rothian form, he would encounter
resentment much sooner than I had, and be forced to reckon with it forever. "All
that exists is the recollected past," Marcus says, "not recovered, mind you, not
relived in the immediacy of the realm of sensation, but merely replayed. And how
much more of my past can I take? Retelling my own story to myself round the clock
in a clock-less world, lurking disembodied in this memory grotto, I feel as though
I've been at it for a million years." This may sound overly dramatic or even self-
pitying, but Roth, with the same spirited wryness he displayed in some of his more
recent novels such as Operation  Shylock and The  Plot  Against  America, is at his
lyrical best. Not only does he continue to surprise us, as he does with a jolting
revelation a quarter of the way through the novel—one that's not worth spoiling
here—he does so unapologetically, lending to his voice the patriarchal authority he
has come to be known and respected for. 
    After a year attending Newark's Robert Treat College, Marcus decides he can no
longer endure his father's increasing anxieties regarding Marcus's health and future.
His father, an industrious butcher for whom Marcus had been working sixty-hour

http://www.amazon.com//ref=as_sl_pc_tf_lc?&tag=worrio-20&camp=211493&creative=379969&linkCode=op1&adid=16PW8XVB3C4KT31HGEMW&&ref-refURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wordriot.org%2Ftemplate_2.php%3FID%3D1752
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00L326LTI/ref=as_sl_pc_tf_lc?tag=worrio-20&camp=211493&creative=379969&linkCode=op1&creativeASIN=B00L326LTI&adid=16PW8XVB3C4KT31HGEMW&&ref-refURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wordriot.org%2Ftemplate_2.php%3FID%3D1752
http://www.amazon.com/gp/dra/info
http://www.3ammagazine.com/3am/
http://www.betternonsequitur.com/
http://www.tendollardog.com/
http://www.davidbarringer.com/
http://www.futuretensebooks.com/
http://jackiecorley.wordriot.org/
http://pequin.org/
http://batemania.com/
http://sonewpublishing.com/
http://www.wordriot.org/links/
http://www.wordriot.org/template_2.php?ID=1470
http://www.amazon.com/dp/054705484X/ref=as_sl_pd_tf_lc?tag=worrio-20&camp=14573&creative=327641&linkCode=as1&creativeASIN=054705484X&adid=0S4Y11EPBC0KR5YXXA4W&&ref-refURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wordriot.org%2Ftemplate_2.php%3FID%3D1752
http://www.amazon.com/dp/054705484X/ref=as_sl_pd_tf_lc?tag=worrio-20&camp=14573&creative=327641&linkCode=as1&creativeASIN=054705484X&adid=0S4Y11EPBC0KR5YXXA4W&&ref-refURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wordriot.org%2Ftemplate_2.php%3FID%3D1752
http://www.amazon.com/gp/offer-listing/054705484X/ref=as_sl_pd_tf_lc?tag=worrio-20&camp=14573&creative=327641&linkCode=am1&creativeASIN=054705484X&adid=0S4Y11EPBC0KR5YXXA4W&&ref-refURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wordriot.org%2Ftemplate_2.php%3FID%3D1752
http://www.amazon.com/gp/offer-listing/054705484X/ref=as_sl_pd_tf_lc?tag=worrio-20&camp=14573&creative=327641&linkCode=am1&creativeASIN=054705484X&adid=0S4Y11EPBC0KR5YXXA4W&&ref-refURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wordriot.org%2Ftemplate_2.php%3FID%3D1752
http://www.amazon.com/gp/dra/info
http://www.wordriot.org/template_2.php?ID=1470
http://www.wordriot.org/press/template.php?ID=11
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0028AEKJW/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=worrio-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B0028AEKJW
http://jackiecorley.wordriot.org/the-suburban-swindle/
http://www.wordriot.org/
http://www.wordriot.org/submissions
http://www.wordriot.org/topics/flash-fiction
http://www.wordriot.org/topics/short-stories
http://www.wordriot.org/topics/novel-excerpts
http://www.wordriot.org/topics/poems
http://www.wordriot.org/topics/experimental
http://www.wordriot.org/topics/creative-non-fiction
http://www.wordriot.org/topics/book-reviews
http://www.wordriot.org/topics/interviews
http://www.wordriot.org/staff
http://www.wordriot.org/links
http://www.wordriot.org/wrp

