
are. It was a mad dash, a crazy rush. And in the middle of it I moved back to America to come work on The Paris

Review, which is great -- and meant I was back in the country we were writing about, which was a fruitful thing. Of
course it made me miss London. [laughs]

So is that next, maybe?

[laughs] Maybe, maybe.

I was curious about some of the responses the book has received in regards to the election. How have some
people been upset or excited by the book, or how have those responses captured some of your expectations?

That’s a good question. I’ll answer that in a second. I’ll just toss in, as for what’s next: it’s not for me or Sean to do, but
this same sort of thing could be done on a smaller level. I mean, just think about Chicago itself, which is made up of so
many different neighborhoods; which is made up of really great, varied histories. Josh Clark, who did the Louisiana
piece for us, has done a book like this on Louisiana, and indeed has done the same thing for New Orleans. I would
love to read a book about Chicago, you know, fifty or however many writers on the neighborhoods in Chicago. That’s
not what we’re going to do next, but that sort of thing would be a lot of fun.

And I think that leads into your question about the reactions. For one thing, people have reacted to it really
enthusiastically. The book, I’m told by Ecco, is selling really well; it’s been reviewed in pretty much every place it
could possibly be reviewed. Except, for the record, my hometown newspaper, The Minneapolis Star Tribune.
Annoyingly, pretty much every other paper in America has reviewed this book, but my hometown paper has decided
not to. Go figure. But people also reacted how Sean and I hoped they would, which is: this is great, but the piece on
my state doesn’t capture everything -- it doesn’t capture where I’m from. And that’s all to the good. I mean, we’re
pretty print savvy, but I’m hoping someone will set up a site for people to tell their own tales about their state, and
corners of it, and jokes, or recipes, or anecdotes that no one else has ever heard. Because I think that’s the point of the
book, to elicit that sort of thing.

Yeah, what a great way to capture that, the idea of unifying Americans in our differences.

That’s right. Remember, that’s in the very motto of the country itself: all are one. And let’s not forget the many part of
it in a rush for the one. And then as far as the election goes, I don’t know about you, but it was a very, very long
campaign. There was a different state in the news every day. Much was made of the conventions in Colorado and
Minnesota. But for all that, what do we really learn about those places? Speaking of Colorado, how many millions of
dollars were spent on the political conventions? And they’re on network TV, and everything. And yet, do we know
anything more about Colorado and Minnesota than we did before the conventions? You know, I think instead I hope
that readers will take from the book this sense that there’s much more to know about these places, and the political
campaigns. I wish it would force us all to find out a bit more about all these places and all the many states we know
very little about.

I think that’s a great idea. For me, I grew up mostly in the South, so I feel like I don’t have a mindset that
understands where people stand politically in certain parts of the country. Colorado, for instance -- which way
they vote.

You grew up in Tennessee? Is that right?

I spent the past eight years there, but mostly lived in Virginia, and in Pennsylvania for a while before that.

Oh, I see. I mean, those are -- all three of those states are examples of places that are enormously varied, even within
the state. Tennessee, famously. Three completely different parts. But we felt that way about every state, that the more
you look at it, the higher the level of magnification, you suddenly realize that states vary from region to region, from
city to city, from county to county, and on and on. I don’t ever want to lose that. I think it’s important that we
recognize that and remember it. And even cherish it. Even out of many we cherish becoming one. Those two things
are not contradictory.
 
What is your relationship like with Sean? Did you guys have any points of disagreement? What makes you a


