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i e = The Meeteetse Museum District consists of three museums—the =
S Charles Belden Photography Museum, the Meeteetse Mercantile
and the Bank Museum, former home of the First National Bank of Meeteetse.

The Bank Museum exhibit design facilitates interpretation of
not only the history of the bank but also the history of the building which
housed the bank and the history of the bank building’s restoration.

The exhibit is designed to be installed on panels in the bank building’s main
floor area and provides the museum its first exhibit centering on bank history.
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William T. Hogg was born in
Scotland in 1854 and arrived in
the United States at the age of
35. W. T. married Sarah
Littlefair in 1900. Together with
his brother, Adam F. Hogg, he
purchased the YU Ranch. Adam
also helped his brother found
and operate The First National
Bank of Meeteetse, where
Adam served as cashier from
1907 to 1912.
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Harris E. Cheeseman

Harris E. Cheeseman was
born in New York in 1857. He
prospected in  Leaduville,
Colorado, then relocated to
the Wood River, Wyoming,
area, near Meeteetse. One
of the original organizers of
The First National Bank of
Meeteetse, he served as Vice
President. He was also
involved in mining at Kirwin.

Angus J. McDonald started
the Meeteetse Mercantile
Co. in 1899. In 1900, he
joined Harris Cheeseman
and W. T. Hogg in founding
The First National Bank of
Meeteetse, providing
$25,000 to capitalize the
bank. He served as
president of the bank from
1906 to 1922 and his
nephew, Alex Linton, also
served as bank president
following McDonald’s death.

Angus J. and Annie McDonald
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Alexander Angus Linton was born in Montreal in 1872, arriving in the Big
Horn Basin in 1891. Linton was the nephew of Angus J. McDonald and
managed McDonald’s Meeteetse Mercantile as well as serving many
years as president of The First National Bank of Meeteetse. Alexander’s
son, Angus E. Linton, also served as president of The First National Bank
of Meeteetse until he retired with 45 years of service in 1969.

“We also started a small bank which in 1902 we made a

national out of it and it is still running.”

Alex A. Linton, July 1937
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Report of organization as
a national bank, July 1902
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BANK HISTORY—THE EARLY YEARS

In 1900, W. T. Hogg, Harris Cheeseman and Angus McDonald founded a bank
in Meeteetse under the name of Hogg, Cheeseman, McDonald & Co. which
operated out of Angus McDonald's store.

In 1901, Hogg, Cheeseman and McDonald moved their banking operations into a new

two-story brick building, the building you are standing in now, and renamed their bank
The First National Bank of Meeteetse.

The first cashier was W. Dean Hays. Hays was born in Virginia
around 1870 and worked as a bank cashier at The First National
Bank of Meeteetse from 1902 to 1903.

Hays, seen here in the 18205, is noted
for bringing the first automobile to Meeteetse
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Bank notes were printed by the Bureau of Engraving and
Printing. S5 notes were printed on one sheet with $10 and $20
notes sharing a sheet, three $10 notes for every $20 note.

First National Bank of Meeteetse
original charter, July 15, 1902
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S5 Series 1902 national bank note issued by $10 Series 1902 national bank note issued by
The First National Bank of Meeteetse. Unlike The First National Bank of Meeteetse. Signatures
coins, the series date is not necessarily of bank president and bank cashier are at bottom

representative of the issue date

Reverse of Series 1902 S5 note. This example Reverse of Series 1902 $10 note. This example
is of similar notes, in this case notes known as is of similar notes, in this case notes known as
“plain backs” “date backs”

BANK HISTORY—THE EARLY YEARS

Common during the national bank
period, 1863-1913, The First National
Bank of Meeteetse originally issued
bank notes bearing the bank’s name.
The bank’s charter number, 6340, is
prominently displayed. Note that these
national bank notes carry the
signatures of the bank president and
bank cashier. Do you recognize the
names?



BANK HISTORY—THE EARLY YEARS

If you noticed the president’s signature on the S10 note pictured on the previous panel, you might have been
surprised to see it signed Sarah |. Hogg. Below left is an enlargement of the $10 note from the previous panel in
case you missed it. Take a look at the president’s signature. The S5 note, below right, has the president’s signature
of W. T. Hogg, Sarah’s husband and a bank founder. Both W. T. and Sarah added “Vice” in front of “President” to
clarify their position within the bank structure at the time these notes were issued.




BANK HISTORY—THE EARLY YEARS

Sarah Hogg took over as bank vice-president in 1922 following her husband’s death. It was not
uncommon for women to assume the role their husband had played in business and in Wyoming,

women had enjoyed more freedom and enjoyed it earlier than in other states, thus the state’s nickname
“The Equality State.”

FIRST NATIONAL BANK
Caprras §26,000 MEETEETSE WYO, ' Buxreos  $13,500
At the Close of Bwsiness Dec, spth, roas

RESOURCES i LIABILITIES |
LOAKS awn DISCOUNTS § 91,799 62 CAPITAL BTOCK ...... § 25,000 00
Ua Bonbsaseotiiie o (| n Erar o e s |
BECURITIES _________ 29 219 00 CIRCOLATION | 8,
Efgguggml)‘l PNURE%':'- N = DEFPOSITS ...... ....... 185101 58
DUE FROM BAKKS .. 105,732 76 Bt |
BANKING HOUS 3 ald
FIXTURES ... 6,317 T0 P ot f
REAL ESTATE (1110 1m7m i J 1
ToTMt e eaa . 8285515 11 | Torar.......... ... 5235515 11
Angws [, MeDonald, Presidant, NS0T, Hoge, Viee President
Al Alex A. Lintow, Cashier
Angus J. MeDowald 8. 1. Hogy K. W. Crane Awwie Mellowald \
Alex A. Linton
Sarah |. Hogg signed this Series 1902 national Sarah |. Hogg served as vice president of the bank An ad in The Meeteetse News in 1919
bank note indicating it was issued after her as well as a director, as was Annie McDonald suggests The First National Bank of

husband’s death in 1922 Meeteetse recognized the value of

attracting female customers
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In this gathering of an earlier version of the Old Timers Association, the saloon
can be seen to the right, next door to The First National Bank of Meeteetse

The second floor of the bank building
provided office space for The Rocky Mountain
Bell Telephone Company as well as a meeting
place for the Meeteetse town council. The
Hewitt Brothers Saloon was next door, with
dumb waiter available to carry whiskey up to
the town council room.



BANK HISTORY—THE EARLY YEARS

Today, the bank building seems somewhat removed, down a
side street off the main highway through Meeteetse. But in the
early 1900s, Meeteetse’s main street was Park Avenue and the
bank stood at the corner of Park Avenue and Warren Avenue.

Park Avenue, looking northeast towards the bank building.

Park Avenue, looking southwest with the bank building on the left



The First National Bank of Meeteetse had its share of
connections with the famous—and the infamous.

In 1901, the Hole in the Wall ltrizrize, Lpsn e 17
gang was rumored to be planning Gaer \ g
a bank robbery at Meeteetse.
Henry River, who had a saloon
upriver from town, wrote this
note warning bank cashier Dean
Hays to be on the lookout.

W. Dean Hays Ieft with William F.
(Buffalo Bill) Cody, right

Note from Henry River to Dean Hays
warning of potential bank robbery

do not mention my name

in the matter

1901,

Mesteetse, Wyo June 17
Iir. Dean Hays, Esqg.
Dear Sir
It is rumored that
IMesteetse is going to
be held up and robbed by
the Hole in the Wall gang of
thieves; | wish you would
notify Red Lodge that they
are billed for the (23} of June
| do not know this for a fact
but | have reason to believe it
YOu Can use your own judgment
about it and act accordinghy.
Hoping this may be of benefit
to you in all yours very—

Truly H.R.
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BANK HISTORY—THE LATER YEARS

In 1923, Angus J. McDonald died and Angus E. Linton began a career
which would span 45 years at The First National Bank of Meeteetse

Father and son share signatures on this $5 bank note with Alex A. Linton signing as president, right, and son Angus E. Linton signing as cashier



BANK HISTORY—THE LATER YEARS

In 1928, the government reduced the size of
paper money to a size which had been
experimented with in the Philippines. Our paper
money today is known as Philippine size currency.

Bank note size of yesteryear Bank note size today
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$10 Series 1929 national bank note issued by
The First National Bank of Meeteetse. Signatures
of bank president and bank cashier are at bottom

Representative example of reverse of Series 1929
$10 note

SZO Series 1929 national bank note issued by
The First National Bank of Meeteetse. Signatures
of bank president and bank cashier are at bottom

Representative example of reverse of Series 1929
$20 note

The government decided considerable
savings could be achieved by reducing
the size of paper currency while at the
same time standardizing the look of
each denomination. These notes,
bearing Series 1929, were smaller than
their Series 1902 counterparts and they
too would eventually be phased out
and replaced by Federal Reserve Notes,
no longer bearing individual bank
names nor bank officers’ signatures.
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Alex Linton passed away

in 1943 at the age of 70

First Aaational Soantk 17/ Aleeteetse

MO SARLES, S, PEESISENE vt £, LINTOM, CaRMEEE M

MERET EAYLES, JF. VICE PRESEREST NICE FRESIDENT

The bank celebrates 49 years in business

Angus McDonald dies
in Cklahoma City

Mrs. Angus (Lilias) Lin-
e word from

£:¢ Angus
James Mcl:annld « former
Meeteetse resicen:
McDonsia’s fathes, A.J.
McDonald, wes cne of the
founders’of the sark in
Meslestse and young
MeDonald worked st tha:
benk curng the 19408,
The folloving cbituary
was the
“Mis
r\nqua.Hu MeDonald,
2, isola resi;

lahoma Oity Hespital.

Hewas born Mar. 7, 1916,
in Loy Angeles, Callt, He
stterded grade school anc
part o hign sthool in Mis
touls, whare he livedfrom
<

eamned & degres in en
gincering at taé Univer
sity of Wye., Leram.e.
McDonakd served in tae
Army in World War 11,
Since 1944 ke kad brer &
Mrmum [
Pailips Petzolsum Co.,
moving t2 Chiskoma City

from Texas in 1¢6).
H,

of Ok.ahoma City
rvivers inzlude his

Barial was in 5t

Mary
Cemetery, Mssculs, Mon:

The son of Angus McDonald, also
named Angus McDonald, worked
at the bank briefly during the 1940s
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The First National Bank of Mee-
teetse this week received congra
tulatory mesages and a beautifu
floral offering from the Centra
Hanover Bank and Trust company
of New York city on the occasion
of its fiftieth anniversary, Sep-
tember 22, 1950,

Meeteetse's first financial insti-
tution was, established in 1900 as
the firm of Hogg, Cheeseman &
McDonald with a capital of $25,000

In 1901, the bank moved to its
present location and the following
year, 1802, it joined the National
as The First National Bank.

Many prominent in the basin
have been associated with the bank
as officials; Paul R. Greever,
Eugene Phelps, Alex 4. Linton and
Charles A. Webster. The bank has
had a strong backing, withstanding
il depressions.

Its present officers are: Henry
Sayles, Sr., president; Henry Sayles,
Jr., vice-president; Owen Webster,
Margo Woodhouse, Angus Linton,
cashier and director and Mrs. Li-
las Linton and Mrs. Retta Niles,
1ssistants

The First National Bank
of Meeteetse turns 50,
September 22, 1950
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During the 1950s and 1960s, the bank building underwent Eventually, the carpet and acoustic ceilings were removed.
modernization, with acoustic ceilings and carpet appearing.



BANK HISTORY—THE LATER YEARS

The First National Bank of Meeteetse successfully weathered
many financial storms. Shortly after its founding, the Panic of
1907 struck the nation and an even worse economic downturn
occurred during the 1930s. Unlike many banks, The First National

Bank of Meeteetse managed to survive for 74 years. The bank was
sold in 1975.

First National Bank of Meeteetse bank building, 1984,
by this time vacant several years

- e ‘I' .'__- —
The bank building in the 1990s, by this
time a bank museum and archives



BANK HISTORY—THE LATER YEARS

On April 5, 1575, William H. Campbell, President of the First National Bank
of Meeteetse, notified the newly founded Meeteetse Museums the bank
was considering donating the bank building to be used as a museum as the
bank was anticipating a move into a new building across the street. In 1577,

the bank’s successor, First Wyoming Bank, donated the building to the
Meeteetse Museums.
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Early 20t Century bank architecture followed classical lines

THE BANK BUILDING

s

with the image of a sound, secure financial institution viewed T i Natora Ba Ak S Meatactee 1001
as more important than how the building functioned.

Bank building,
Red Lodge, MT, 1899

Corner locations were typical of late 19t and early 20t Century
bank buildings where a cantered or angled entry door attracted
customers from both streets.

Even today, modern bank
buildings still incorporate this
cantered corner design.

cantered design



Bricks to construct The
First National Bank of
Meeteetse building as well
as other town buildings
including the Weller Hotel
across the street which
the bank would eventually
purchase, came from the
Iron Creek Foundry, three
miles west of Meeteetse.
The first town council was
held September 23, 1901,
and most likely The First
National Bank of
Meeteetse building served
as host.

THE BANK BUILDING

Iron Creek Foundry
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Hotel Building

The Meetectse Hotel was
recently sold to the st
National Bank of Meeteetsc. Mis
Barbava South cported  thi
week :

Mrs. Smuth, who had owned
and operated the hotel for the
pust several years, stated that slni
is retiring due o il health anc
plans to live Powell. . ‘

Wayne Messenger, president o
the bank, reported ‘ulw.n no
immediate  building - plans -t
anticipated. but that :
had acquired the property wil
the future 1 mind, “We feel th
s one of the best locations "
Meeteetse lor a bank." he sad
“and  gaRk 4 k. )rup‘.a.uwl 1

Serve " ﬂ tht

future. 3

the bunk

The First National Bank of Meeteetse purchased
the old hotel in 1970, with thoughts of
relocating across the street at some future time.



The First National Bank of Meeteetse was sold in 1975
and renamed First Wyoming Bank. A few years later,
First Wyoming Bank moved out of this building and : =
across the street into a new building constructed where ik dF.:;t L
the old Weller Hotel had stood.

From 1975 until 1988, the
bank  building stood
mostly  vacant, used
periodically by various
organizations like a newer
version of the Old Timer’s
Association, this time the
Old Timer’s Club, founded

in 1969 bﬁuﬁ:ﬂmﬁ; “‘Ewmaﬂfm

t e the unique history of  Th
Movteetse, with the help of the Park  Med u
County rouseum board. ndrew B. Wi

The bank building dates to the turn  Meeteetse Creek.

In 1988, the
bank  building
was converted
into a bank
museum.

Interior converted to museum, late 1980s

Powell Tribune, May 3, 1988
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BANK BUILDING RESTORATION



By the 1980s, buildings to the east, including the saloon, began to
collapse and were removed. The bank vault, connected to the
east wall adjacent to the saloon, may have been instrumental in

saving the bank building from collapse.

What had been Hewitt Brothers saloon
is about to fall along with other buildings
east of the bank building, August, 1989

First National

‘Bank of
Meeteetse

The First National Bank of Meeteetse bank building
is listed on the National Register of Historic Places

On September 5, 1990, the bank
building was added to the National
Register of Historic Places.
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Goals accomplished during interior restoration:

* Replace acoustical ceiling to restore original
character

* Replace fluorescent light fixtures with period
appropriate lighting to provide visitors with the
feel of stepping back in time.

* Renovate teller cage area and cashier’s door
accommodating ADA guidelines

BANK BUILDING RESTORATION

Ceilings restored to
original character

Light fixtures
provide a period feel

Cashier’s door made ADA accessible



Goals accomplished during exterior restoration:

e Stabilize the foundation

* Repair, repoint and seal the brickwork

» Restore the original window sills

* Replace the vinyl sills with period appropriate ones

Crews work the foundation



BANK BUILDING RESTORATION

Along with a Wyomlng Cultural Trust Fund grant there were several other partners
which provided funds to finish the restoration of the first floor of The First National
Bank Building:

* Meeteetse Museum District $3,500.00
* Meeteetse Museum Foundation $5,000.00
* WY State Loan and Investment Board $7,500.00
* Mary A.H. Rumsey Foundation $1,000.00

Meeteetse Museum District Operating Funds $12,437.55

Total Cash Match and WCTF Award $54,427.55

Grand reopening, February 26, 2011
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