
“I have found that among its other benefits, giving liberates the soul of the giver.” - Maya Angelou 
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Dear SOS Members and Friends, 

We’ve had another impressive year because of you!   

In June, we celebrated our 10th anniversary. The “spirit” of who we are as 
an organization was confirmed through expression of personal “AHA”     

moments and affirmed commitment to the St. Louis community.    

In May, we awarded $188,042 in 

grants to eleven outstanding 
agencies, bringing our total     
collective-giving  investment in 

our community to over $1.8   
million dollars!  

Marie-Helene Bernard, president 
and chief executive  officer of the 

St. Louis Symphony, was the 
guest speaker for our grant award 
celebration and received our 

Community Spirit Award.  

Girls Giving, our 36 member youth collective-giving organization, awarded a 

grant of $3,600 to Caroline Mission.  This is the second year of grant making 
for Girls Giving, bringing its total investment in the St. Louis community to 

$6,300. 

In March, Maryville University hosted our "Discovering Our Community" 
educational event where nearly 100 attendees learned and discussed           

Dr. Jason Purnell's acclaimed study "For the Sake of All."   

Our Endowed Fund was introduced with 100% financial commitment of our 

board.    

We gathered in members' homes and other venues to enjoy the company of 

our exceptional members and friends, to hear first-hand from our grantees, to 

read and discuss books, and to share the good news of SOS. Over 700    

members and guests participated in a variety of SOS-sponsored events. 

We welcomed new board members:  Berta James, Pam Lee, Sherri Mistretta, 
JoAnn Sanditz, Elizabeth Schmidt and Miriam Singer. We thanked depart-

ing board members Robyn Frankel, Laurie Newcomb, Susan Thomson and 

Heather Wood.   

SOS initiated and hosted an inaugural gathering of other respected women 
philanthropic organizations to learn more about each other, to open lines of 
communication and to potentially identify opportunities that could enhance 

our overall efforts.  

 “A strong woman understands that the gifts such as logic, decisiveness, and 
strength are just as feminine as intuition and emotional connection. She values 

and uses all of her gifts.”  -Nancy Rathburn   

The members of SOS continue to do just that! We welcome all women to 

join us in our efforts.  

Yours in spirit, 

Gwen Wesley, President 



OUR GRANTEES 

 

SOS gives grants in five focus areas: 

arts and culture, education, health, 

environment, and social services. 

 
ALIVE - $25,000 
ALIVE provides emergency sanctuary and other services  
for children and adults affected by domestic violence. 
 
The Family Treehouse — TWIGS - $10,000 
TWIGS provides free lunches to at-risk children during  
the summer months in almost two dozen Metro East  
communities. 
 
Health Protection and Education Services - $9,480 
The organization offers free health screening services  
and health education to uninsured and  
underserved individuals. 
 
Humanitri - $20,000 
Humanitri provides transitional housing for  
homeless families, mostly women and children, who are  
fleeing domestic violence. 
 
Immigrant and Refugee Women's Program - $15,000 
Agency volunteers teach classes in basic English to  
foreign-born women in their homes. 
 
The Little Bit Foundation - $25,000 
The Foundation provides winter coats, hats, gloves and scarves, plus other necessities and literacy  
programs to children in schools with high poverty levels. 
 
Lydia's House - $15,000 
Lydia’s House provides long-term care, support and follow-up services for victims of domestic violence. 
 
The Maren Fund - $15,000 
The Fund helps teens with Down Syndrome become more independent by offering academic and  
social support. 

 
Near Southside Employment Coalition - $15,000 
The Coalition provides computer and office skills training for 
adults who have experienced barriers to  
employment. 
 
Perennial - $18,512 
Perennial teaches the creative reuse of discarded items to 
diverse populations, including women in 
transition. 
 
Springboard to Learning - $20,050 
Hands-on training in science, engineering and literacy for 
young, female minority students  

Feeling inspired? Get involved! Join one of the many   

committees that helps keep Spirit of St. Louis       

Women’s Fund focused and thriving! 

* Numbers indicate % of 
funds distributed to each 

focus area. 

 



The Girls Giving Fund of the St. Louis Community Foundation, a 

collective grantmaking group of high school girls, awarded a $3600 
grant to Caroline Mission at their second annual grant celebration 

on Sunday, April 24.  

The 36 members of Girls Giving each gave $100 and collectively de-
termined the grantee after a year long process of reviewing grant pro-

posals, site visits, and learning about grant making.  

This year marks the second year of grantmaking – now totaling two 
grants awarded and giving $6300 to the St. Louis community. 

 

Girls Giving is a collective-giving organization and the 
youth initiative of the Spirit of St. Louis Women’s Fund.  

Young women enrolled in grades 8 through 12 as of    

September 1 have participated in a curriculum teaching 
them about grants, financial review of a non profit, and 

skills needed for their site visits to four local nonprofits 
who submitted grant proposals to Girls Giving. 

This year’s group of girls came from nine different 
schools.  

We, as members of SOS, are thrilled to be able to inspire 

and mentor this future generation of philanthropists. 

From 2007 to 2016, SOS members have 

 invested more than  

$1.8 million  

in the St. Louis region.  

 

Our grants of $5,000 to $25,000 

have benefited more than  

70 deserving agencies 

 that are changing the lives of  

hundreds of people of all cultures  

& ages across the St. Louis community. 

INSPIRING THE FUTURE 

As a component fund of The Saint Louis Community Foundation,  

the Spirit of St. Louis Women’s Fund receives administrative and  

technical support from foundation staff. 


