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The new home for Helping
Strays of Monroe County is
nearly completed, with con-
struction expected to be fin-
ished by the end of April.

The new building, which
will house the nonprofit’s shel-
ter facilities and administra-
tive offices, is located at 4241
Hanover Road. 

The 11,000-square-foot
building is being constructed
on a tract of land donated to
the charity by Joe Koppeis,
said Deb Dubis Foster, execu-
tive director of Helping Strays.

Helping Strays officially
started fundraising for the
new building in 2011.

Through a capital cam-
paign, they raised just over $1
million for the new building.
The nonprofit borrowed an ad-
ditional $600,000 from First
National Bank of Waterloo.

Calvin Construction, the
general contractor, broke
ground on the new building in
March 2015.

Since Helping Strays was
founded in 2005, the animals
have been housed in a small
facility off Route 3 between
Waterloo and Red Bud. 

While that facility has
served its purpose, it was not
ideal for the needs of a growing
shelter, Foster said. The shel-
ter is often at capacity, and a
new animal can be brought in

only when another is adopted.
At the end of January, Helping
Strays was home to 53 puppies
and dogs and 21 cats and kit-
tens.

“We’re lucky that a lot of
our animals spend time in fos-
ter homes,” Foster said.
“That's incredible because it
opens up a kennel or a cage at
the shelter and we can go pull
other animals from Animal
Control.” 

In addition to the space
issue, the building lacked the
proper draining and sewage
systems, and water had to be
hauled in. Often, when an an-
imal at the shelter was discov-
ered to be ill, the entire shelter
had to be temporarily shut

down and adoptions halted be-
cause all the animals had been
exposed. 

“Right now when we get
an illness like kennel cough,
that puppy can’t go to the shel-
ter - or if he was there, we'd
have to shut the whole shelter
down,” Foster said. 

That will not be the case
at the new facility, where
quarantine rooms are being
built for just this purpose.

“At the new facility, if
somebody coughs they can go
into quarantine and everybody
else can still be adopted,” Fos-
ter said. 

In addition to the quaran-
tine rooms, the new building
will feature get-acquainted

rooms for adopters to get to
know their potential pets be-
fore they take them home. 

Where the existing facility
only has 14 dogs runs, 12 cat
kennels and an open cat room,
the new building will have 29
dog runs for healthy dogs, sep-
arate rooms for puppies and
kittens, isolation rooms, and
an open cat room. 

The infrastructure of the
new building is complex, con-
taining five HVAC systems to
control airborne diseases, plus
luxuries like separate laundry
and food prep spaces and
drainage adequate for the ken-
nels.

The new Helping Strays
facility will also offer a retail

space sponsored by Purina,
and space for the nonprofit’s
administrative offices, which
for the last several years have
been based in a separate loca-
tion in Waterloo near Schnei-
der’s Market.

Foster said there is a mis-
conception that Helping
Strays receives local tax dol-
lars, when in reality, the non-
profit receives no government
funding.

People often confuse Help-
ing Strays of Monroe County
with Monroe County Animal
Control, Foster said. While the
two agencies do work closely
together, they are two entirely
separate entities, Foster said.

Helping Strays’ New Facility Is Expected To Be Open This April
By Bethany Prange
THE INDEPENDENT

The new home of Helping Strays of Monroe County is under construction at a site off Hanover Road between Columbia and
Waterloo. 
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Animal Control receives
county funding, and is a gov-
ernment entity. Helping
Strays is a nonprofit that re-
lies strictly on donations and
fundraisers and receives no
county, state or federal fund-
ing.

Though they are operated
separately, the agencies coop-
erate to provide the best out-
comes for the animals of
Monroe County.  

When an animal arrives
at Animal Control, they notify
Helping Strays. If the animal
is adoptable, and is not picked
up by owners at Animal Con-
trol within five days, he or she
is transferred to Helping
Strays.

“We work closely with our
Animal Control - nobody that’s
adoptable dies at our animal
control,” Foster said.

Helping Strays continues
to fundraise to pay for portions
of the new building, and hopes
to add two additional construc-
tion phases in the coming
years. 

Once the construction is
completed on the new building
in the spring, volunteers will
help out by cleaning up at the
site – an effort that saved
Helping Strays roughly

$17,000 off their bid.
Foster and her staff hope

to be in their new building by
summer. The existing loca-
tions for Helping Strays – the
shelter on Route 3 and the of-
fices near Schneider’s – will be
closed once the new building is
operational.

Though hours for the new
facility haven't been finalized,
they will most likely be similar
to the current hours. Right
now, the shelter is open 3 to 6
p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays,
and 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Satur-
days, while the office is open
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. weekdays.  

Though the shelter is only
open to the public those hours,
there are staff members with
animals three times a day
every day for cleaning, feeding
or enrichment, Foster said. 

Helping Strays is always
looking for volunteers to help
care for the animals and per-
form office duties. Foster also
encourages supporters to at-
tend the organization’s biggest
fundraiser, A Cause for Paws,
planned this year for April 9. 

Learn more about Helping
Strays and get updates on the
building on their Facebook
page or at the website:
www.helpingstrays.org. 

Helping Strays___________
(continued from page 20)

The interior offices of the new Helping Strays facility are taking shape. 

The walls for the kennel bays are going up and soon will be ready for adoptable pets. 


