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Schweizer Crafts Passlon For Quallty Beer With Hopskeller Brewlng COmpany

By Botavy Prarge
THE INDEPENDENT

In & community rich with
German  herstage,  Monree
County natives have long loved
their beer,

But while the old staples
like Miller Lite. Bodweiser,
Pabst Blue Ribbon and Stag
are still readily availsble at the
ocal watering holew and stoces,
there 4 a new wave of boews on
the horizon

True. Americans have
beenn making their own wine
and beer for generations. But
over the Last two decaden,
bome brewing has become
mcreasingly popular with peo-
pie from all demographics.

Take Matthew Schweizer,
a relativelysnew Codumbla res
et and teacher at CGabault
High School who developod his
love of beor brewing whale b
ing in England and the
Amervoan Northwest.

Schweizer had the good
fortuse to turs 21 while bho was
living in Englasd A sell-
described “novice beer drinker”™
at the time, Schweizer was
exposed to the best ales and
lagers Europe had 1o offer.

Hack in the United States,
Schweizer was dusappoanted
that he couldn find beers of
simidar quality

So when a foreman at his
sumesser job introduced him o
hoeebrowing. Schwetrer was
fascimatod with the dea that
be could make his own beer,
Better still, as a skilled home-
brewer, be could make beers
desigmeed to Bis own spocific

Laston.

Schwwizer
rmn‘bcd hoaebrewing tech-
niques and got o taste of quali-
ty homebrews, he was hooked

Schweoizer developed hia
own akidls at homebrewing
while living in Ovegoa. Though
his time there was primarnly
devoted to has graduate studies
in history, Schwetzer also
found tisse to learn from the
browers of the Amerkan
Neorthwest

Over ticwe, Schweizer
developed his own distinctive
style = combining his Jove of
European ales with the skalls
ke Jearned from Brewves
throughout the Willamette
Valley and Pacific Coast

Schwetzer's  roommates
and fellow teachersdnstraining
weee happy 10 serve as taste
teaters Sor his latest beews
Since they were all living off
meager graduate studemt
stipends. they were gratefl to
have a “brewerin-residence.”
Schwoizer savd

With Belp from his reom-
mates and other frweads
Schweizer developed recipes
that could be enpoyed by every-
one = from the hightest beer
drinker to the Oregonbred
"beor nerds” froms whom he bad
learned a0 much.

When Schweizer moved
back to south St. Louis County,
he brought with him the
keowledge and passion for
homelrewing,

While teaching Rasteey at
Gibault, be discovered the
massive potential Waterioo
had for hosting a brewery.

*"The cocamusity, the Bis
toric  downtown, and the

Hopakeller Brewing Company’s Matthew Schweizer offered sampies of s frashly-brewed boer

hep

wollop

Serving Hopskellor Brewing Co. samples at Waterioo's Fall Pumiinfest are, left to right, Deanna
Beaton, Matthew Schwoizor (owner), Beandon Johnson, Jon Roglos and Adam Kay.

options for the great food and
drink of Waterloo's oty center
1 a perfect place for a trewery
that would be shaped in large
part by what Jocals wasted o
soe in a beewery and in their
city,” Schwester sad,

Bat as passionate as be is
about brewing, Schweizer
knew the tramsitien from
homebrewing to planning a
brewery would take a Jot of
work and commitment.

First. they had to come up
with a mame. Hopskeller
Brewing Company arcse out of
an ol Gorman woed -~
Rathakeler, sometizoes spoBed
Ratekeller — which is a bar or
restaurant in the basement of 0
town hall

"It was & procoss of saming
things that saveked that but
was atll really unique”

during Waterkoo's Purpkinfest. Showing their approval foe the naw Beow are, ® %0 right. Mayce Tom
Smith, Dan Kennedy and Allan Todejes,

Schweizer said, “Hopakeller s
memorable and fun and still
has that Batle tut of Germsan
beritage in there”

In February, Schweizer
entered has bomebrews @ the
2014 Taste of the Region festi-
val where eager crowds
enjoyed nearly 15 gallons of his
berews
The festival Belped poque mors-
ous intevest in a Browery in
downtown Waterloo, Mayor
Tom Smith and other local
avic Jeaders rallied around the
vlhea.

“Hopekoller Brewing
became more than just a loce
brewer’s dream: it became an
extended community of Jocal
reskdents, family, and friends
who, together, are developang
what we all Bope will be the
perfoct Brewery experionce in
Waterko,” Schweizer said.

Over the last nine months
of planning. Schweizer and his
supporters  have laid the
groundweek for a brewery in
Waterko.

“We are the first to reale
bow much of a community ven-
ture this has been, and bow
matrumental the poople of
Waterloo are in our propect,”

Schweizer maid. “We bhave
received mothisg but support
from Jocal businesses and resi-
desis; deas and nsights that
we would have mever cossid-
ered often came from the
unlikeliost of places. Our love
of this city is at the very core of
our business model, and we
leok forward 1o contimuing to
let the commumaty shape how
wo grow,”

Schweizer, 29, says be
hopes that the brewery will be
a place where Monroe County
residents can enjoy great,
hand<rafted boer, But he also
hopes it will serve as 3 tourst
destination for those veaturing
to see all Waterloo has to offer.

The brewery is still in the
developeneat phase but they do
have a location in mind,
Schweizer said If you would

like to fllow Hopskeller's
progress, check out their
Facebook page.

You may have already
sampled some of Schwetzer's
brews 3t booths a2 Waterlco
Pumpkinfest and Gibault's
Oktoberfest. This  month,
Schwveizer was asked to donate
beer 10 a chanty benefit for
Marsan Sehool kn St Lous,
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