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In the 25 years they have
owned Waterloo Animal Hos-
pital, veterinarians Dwight
Boehm and Lizabeth Vollmer
have cared for everything from
Guinea pigs and Alpacas to
dairy cows and housecats.
A s one might expect,
they’ve also been party to
some pretty interesting ani-
mal stories.

“Our one claim to fame is
that we made Animal Planet,”
Boehm said. “We rescued a
deer caught in a tree in the Co-
lumbia bluffs.”

A deer had jumped off the
bluff and landed in the fork of
a tree. The land owner called
Boehm to help free the animal
just as news crews caught
wind of the story.

“We got the deer out, and
it went on national news and
Animal Planet,” Boehm said.

There was also that time a
deer got caught in a rope
swing outside of Columbia,
and the time someone brought
in a fox with a mangled leg.
They’ve had clients bring in
litters of wild baby bunnies
and opossum, and once deliv-
ered quintuplets from a ewe.

It has all been part of their
lifetime’s work as rural county
veterinarians.

Boehm, a Millstadt native

and Belleville West High
School graduate, knew he
wanted to be a veterinarian
from the time he was Kinder-
garten.

“I always had animals,”
Boehm said. “We used to fish
and hunt, and I always dis-
sected them and looked at the
organs.”

Vollmer didn’t decide on
her career path until high
school, and ultimately chose
large animal veterinary medi-
cine because she wanted to
work with farmers.

Boehm earned his bache-
lor’s degree in animal science
and doctor of veterinary medi-
cine from University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign.
Vollmer, an Ohio native,
earned her bachelor’s degree
and doctor of veterinary medi-
cine at Ohio State University.
She worked for a year in New
York and then accepted an in-
ternship at U of I College of
Veterinary Medicine where
she met Boehm. They married
in 1988.

Boehm and Vollmer
worked for two years for Mike
Harres before they took over
Waterloo Animal Hospital in
September 1990.

The late Dr. Richard “Doc”
Shilliday built the Waterloo
Animal Clinic in 1955 on prop-
erty that had been home to

Horn’s Feed Mill. The prop-
erty had been vacant for sev-
eral years after Horn’s burned
down in a 1953 grain fire.

Shilliday ran the veteri-
nary clinic until he retired in
1988 and sold the clinic to
Harres.

“I always told Doc I was
going to own his clinic some-
day,” Boehm said. “It was al-
ways my dream to come to
Waterloo.”

Vollmer, a newbie to Mon-
roe County, faced challenges
as a female veterinarian in a
rural community. Local farm-
ers had doubts about the
young female vet’s abilities to
work with large livestock.

“Being a female, she had
to prove herself, because it
was only male vets at the
time,” Boehm said of Vollmer.
“We'd both go on calls, and on
one call where a cow was in
labor, the farmer said, ‘aren’t
you going to pull that calf?’ I
said, ‘not me, her.’’’

With a traditional Monroe
County “ach,” the farmer dis-
missed the idea. That is, until

Vollmer did a C-section, deliv-
ered a healthy calf and
stitched the cow up perfectly.

After that, word spread
and all the local farmers
wanted Vollmer to care for
their livestock.

Years ago, a friend gave
Vollmer a 1957 rejection letter
from Iowa State College to a
female applicant to their vet-
erinary school. The letter says
women are not physically able
to complete the education re-
quirements of the large ani-
mal clinics. Vollmer, who has
spent her career proving that
notion wrong, had the letter
framed. It hangs on the wall in
her office.

Today, the majority of vet-
erinary school graduates are
female.

Even as she proved her
talents to the local farmers,
Vollmer still had to navigate
the local county road direc-
tions, i.e. “turn left at the old
so-and-so farm.”

“When I started the roads
didn't have names – the ad-
dresses were rural routes,”

Vollmer said.
These days, they rely on

cell phones and GPS in their
trucks – just one of many
changes in technology that
have advanced veterinary
medical services. Treatment
for pets now includes digital x-
rays, ultrasounds and in-
house blood work and dental
care.

As expectations for veteri-
nary care expanded, Boehm
and Vollmer saw their busi-
ness grow.
In 1997, Boehm and Vollmer
added a 2,100-foot addition to
the original clinic, adding
space for waiting rooms and
treatment and surgical areas.

“The only thing that's
original is the reception area –
that was the whole clinic,”
Boehm said.

While there were only two
employees at the clinic when
Boehm and Vollmer took over,
today there are 21 employees,
including the two owners.
They added a third veterinar-
ian in 1995, and now have five
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Lizabeth Vollmer and Dwight Boehm, owners of Waterloo Animal Hospital for 25 years, stand
in front of a mural that has been in their waiting room since 1997. The late Kathy Baxmeyer painted
the mural.

Dwight Boehm, left, oversees a 2,100 sq. ft. addition to the
Waterloo Animal Hospital in 1997.  (continued on page 11)
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The Waterloo Animal Hospital staff is generational - there are a few sets of mothers, daughters and sisters who work at the clinic. They are, left to right,
Rachel Emling, Emily Bade, Colleen Johanning, Sara Rist, Dr. Rachel Applewhite, Dr. Erica Weissert, Dr. Liz Vollmer, Dr. Dwight Boehm, Taylor Steinmann, Teresa
Becker and Julie Schilling. 

vets on staff.
In the early days, Boehm

and Vollmer’s patients were
half livestock and half domes-
tic pets. Now, they serve 80
percent small animals and
only 20 percent large animals
and livestock.

“They aren’t as many
dairies and the hog numbers
are down,” Vollmer said.
“Everybody used to have a
couple of hogs and now it's just
two big farms.”

Instead of traveling to
dozens of farms for herd
checks, they now visit fewer,
but larger farm operations.

When it comes to domestic
pets, it’s become much more
common for owners to spend a
great deal of money on their
health and welfare.

“People are a lot more
willing to spend a lot more
money on their animals,”
Vollmer said. “It used to be
‘it’s just a cat,’ but now we
refer things to St. Louis, and
they do orthopedic surgeries
and even kidney transplants
in cats. People will do a lot
more for their pets now. Pets
mean everything.”

Since people now consider
their pets members of the fam-

ily, veterinary care has
evolved to include services like
hospice care and in-home eu-
thanasia for their cats and
dogs.

Now people have their
pets cremated and the ashes
returned, when back in the old
days, Doc used to just bury
them in the yard behind the
clinic, Vollmer said.

The sheer numbers of do-
mestic pets have grown too –
from about 500 total animals
when they took over in 1990 to
the 6,000 dogs and 3,000 cats
currently in their system.

Their clients come from
Waterloo and Columbia, but
also surrounding communities
like Belleville, Millstadt and
Red Bud.

And over the years,
Boehm and Vollmer have
served generations of the
same families.

“The fair is where I see
the changes,” Vollmer said.
“The kids that were kids when
I first started, now their kids
are in 4-H.”

Boehm and Vollmer have
always tried to support the 4-
H, the FFA and the commu-
nity at large. When the Flood
of 1993 impacted so many

families, Boehm and Vollmer
offered their kennels to ani-
mals whose owners had been
displaced.

Boehm was one of the
founding members of the Hu-
mane Society. He also serves
on the Waterloo School Board,
plays trombone in the Bud
Light Brigade and plays
Kloepper on teams in Wart-
burg and Maeystown. Dwight
even once was crowned the
King of Kloepper at the 2004

World Championship of
Kloepper. For the last 27
years, he has served as the
Monroe County Animal Con-
trol administrator.

Vollmer plays the chimes
at Holy Cross Lutheran
Church in Wartburg.

Boehm and Vollmer have
two children, Mitch, 22, is
studying aerospace engineer-
ing at Ohio State. Emma, 19,
is studying pre-physical ther-
apy at Murray State Univer-

sity.
Though both kids spent

their fair share of time helping
out at the hospital, neither
pursued a career in veterinary
medicine. Still, Boehm and
Vollmer have mentored more
than their fair share of future
vets.
“ Over the years we've prob-
ably had 16 high school college
kids come through here that
are now practicing veterinary
medicine,” Boehm said.

The reception is a familiar sight at the Waterloo Animal Hospital. 

Waterloo Animal Hospital______
(continued from page 10)


