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FFA Week Underway: Area high schools, including Columbia, Waterloo, Valmeyer, Gibault and Red Bud took part in events during National FFA Week – Feb. 21 – 27. The
FFA programs highlighted the importance of the study of agriultural through all areas of education. During the week, Waterloo High School FFA students Ashley Hartman,
Dawson Lake, Avery Wheat and Lydia Johanning present the colors as the National Anthem is played prior to the start of a home basketball game.      – photo by Bob Haentzler

National FFA Week Is Proudly Celebrated
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Mike Kovarik has a foot-stomping good time at a Barn Dance held
at the Waterloo VFW. The event was part of the Waterloo Chamber of
Commerce’s annual meeting. 

Amy Hank
Buy or Sell With Me, 

Use My Client Truck For Free!
Amy (618) 593-7358

Email: amylhank@gmail.com
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THANK YOU 
FROM THE WATERLOO FFA ALUMNI!

A huge thank you to all who donated, purchased any items,
ate dinner,  or volunteered your time to help at FFA Alumni
Pork Chop Dinner!!

Thanks to your generosity we had a very successful year.

Waterloo FFA Alumni
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Monroe County Patriots Recognized During WHS Game: The Monroe County Patriots Special Olympics Team was recognized Feb. 19 during a Waterloo High
School basketball game. The team showed off their shooting skills during a halftime basketball exhibition. The team is organized by Waterloo Police Officer David
Midkiff fourth from left.  - photo by Bob Haentzler

Immaculate Conception School finished in second place in the St.
Joseph of Freeburg Chess Meet. St. Teresa’s took home first place.
Coach Cyra herrmann, second from right, congratulates students going
4-0 in their games, left to right, Will Schmoll, Avery Herrman and Oliver
Unwin. 
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The Independent • Call 281-8000Mike Kovarik has a foot-stomping good time at a Barn Dance held
at the Waterloo VFW. The event was part of the Waterloo Chamber of
Commerce’s annual meeting. 
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The strip mall at the north
edge of Columbia where a
Quizno's once was located is
set to become a childcare cen-
ter for infants.

The Columbia City Coun-
cil Committee of the Whole rec-
ommended a special-use
permit to Columbia Kinder
College to open an infant day-
care center at 1550 North
Main St. The property is zoned
B-1 (highway business).

The location meets all
state standards for child-care
centers, City Code Officer
Justin Osterhage told the com-
mittee.

"Being right on the way to
St. Louis, I think this should
be a perfect location for a child-
care center," said Alderman
Jim Agne.

Quizno's quietly closed the
shop in September 2009, es-
sentially pulling out and post-
ing a sign on the door stating
the location was being closed
"due to circumstances beyond
control."

New Contractor Looks
To Get Leaf Vacuuming
Contract

All-Type Tree Service
likely will not be vacuuming
leaves for the city of Columbia
for the next three fall seasons,
as a new contractor emerged
as lowest responsible bidder in
a highly competitive process.

The Refuse Collection
Committee has recommended
that ATRC, LLC of Columbia
be awarded the leaf collection
contract for the price of
$70,000 annually for 2016-
2018. 

City Engineer Chris Smith
said the five area companies
that submitted bids, including
All-Type Tree Service of Wa-
terloo, were close in price.

Developer Gregg Craw-
ford, who is working with the
city on a tax-increment-fi-
nanced project to redevelop
Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church's Main Street
campus, had sent a letter to
the city in support of ATRC.
ATRC will be depositing leaves
collected to the St. Louis Com-
posting site in Belleville and
83 Hill Castle Lane in Colum-
bia.

All-Type was apparently
able to land the city's limb col-
lection contract for the next
three years for $14,400 a year.
Both contracts likely will be
voted on by the full council in
March.

Daycare Coming To Former Quizno's 

Graham Knobloch made an outstanding snowman outside
of his home in Valmeyer. He is the son of Greg and Jaclyn
Knobloch. 

By Joe Leicht
THE INDEPENDENT

City officials have been
working to create a standard
for electronic billboards since
November when State Bank
of Waterloo announced it
wanted such signage as part
of the relocation of its head-
quarters to the old Hardee's
lot between North Main
Street and Admiral Parkway.

At a Feb. 22 committee
meeting, the mayor and
board of aldermen got a look
at a proposed addition to the
city signage code that will
allow the bank and other
businesses, within parame-
ters, to employ the signs.

City Code Officer Justin
Osterhage explained that if

adopted, the ordinance would
only allow permanent elec-
tronic message boards on
commercially zoned property.

The messages on such
signs may be changed twice
per day and may not blink,
flash, flutter or have a chang-
ing brightness intensity.
They must be attached to a
monument sign and can oc-
cupy no more than 30 percent
of sign facing.

Only one sign per lot  will
be permitted and must be at
least 100 feet from any resi-
dential district. No electronic
billboard may be located
within 150 feet of a street in-
tersection. 

Specific streets - Admiral
Parkway, Admiral Weinel

Boulevard, Admiral Trost
Road, Valmeyer Road, Old
Route 3 and Frontage Road -
shall be the only ones where
the billboards can be dis-
played.

Some revisions to the pro-
posal are expected before the
council votes on is in March,
mostly dealing with technical
aspects relative to brightness.

Alderman James Agne
said when the code amend-
ment comes to the full council
for a vote, "I may be the only
one, but I will be voting 'no.'
Other businesses have come
to our town and respected our
ordinances and we have
maintained an image of 'sub-
tle signage.' This could start
something that will give a dif-
ferent image to our commu-
nity."

Electronic Billboards A Step Closer For Columbia
By Joe Leicht
THE INDEPENDENT

Columbia High School student J.T. Iorio hands Mary Gardner
a bag of popcorn prior to the start of a basketball game. Gardner
is the principal of Waterloo’s Zahnow Elementary. 



NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
MONROE COUNTY INDEPENDENT

MARCH 4, 2016 PAGE 7

A Millstadt man has been
charged with videotaping
women in his bathroom. Aaron
B. Steed, 34, is facing three
felony counts of unauthorized
video in a residence. According
to the police report, Steed is
charged with making a video
record of a woman in her bed-
room. In addition, the report
states he is accused of video-
taping a woman in his bath-
room on Wessel Lane in
Millstadt. Steed is waiting an
appearance before a St. Clair
County judge. 
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Columbia High School’s
drama department is prepar-
ing for its annual spring per-
formance. 

This year the students
will present a double feature
– a play, “The Strength Of
Our Spirit: The Vision Of
Anne Frank,” and the Gersh-
win musical, “Crazy For
You.” Performances are at

the Columbia Middle School
on March 19-21. Friday and
Saturday shows are at 7 pm.,
while the curtain rises Sun-
day at 2 p.m. 

Ticket are $8 (general ad-
mission), $10 (reserved) and
$7 (students). There is a $25
family cap. 

To reserve a seat, call
281-5001.

CHS Actors To Perform Spring Double Feature

Columbia High School students Maddie Harres, Cara Gallagher, Maria Barton, Alexis Caldwell, Bailey Reichert, Kristian Avise-Rouse and Zeke Brower re-
hearse for the school’s upcoming spring performance. 
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Leo Thoma of rural Columbia celebrated his 85th birthday on
March 1. He celebrated the occasion with his wife, Gloria, and
his family. 
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There is a federal, state
and  county race or ballot
question to draw sometimes
reticent Monroe County voters
to the primary election on
March 15.

County voters will get
their chance to weigh in on
whom the Republican and
Democratic parties want atop
their ticket in November. 

Donald Trump not only
tops the polls but technically
tops the county ballot among
Republican presidential candi-
dates, as the two listed above
him - Jeb Bush and Chris
Christie, along with Mike
Huckabee and Rick Santorum
- have officially withdrawn.
On the Democratic side - to
some folks' disbelief - there are
actually six candidates, not
just Hillary Clinton and
Bernie Sanders.

Of chief local interest will
be the race for county commis-
sioner, as again, the political
balance of the board could
swing come November. Mark
Altadonna and Vicki Koerber
face off for the right to bear
the Republican standard,
while Leopold "Leo" Stephan
will carry uncontested the De-
mocrats' hopes to recover con-
trol of the board. Terry Liefer
(R) did not seek a third term.
Current board commissioners
are Delbert Wittenauer (D)
and Bob Elmore (R). 

The race for the state's at-
torney's office has two contest-
ants for each party. Myron
Hanna and Chris Hitzemann

are the Republicans and Den-
nis Field and Heather
Wescoat Dabler are the De-
mocrats vying for the office
held by Kris Reitz (D), who did
not seek re-election.

Republicans Bob Hill and
Wayne Kohlmeier will face off
in the race for county coroner.
The winner will oppose Demo-
crat Cassy Goldschmidt, who
is running uncontested.

Incumbent Democrat Cir-
cuit Clerk Sandra Sauget has
no party opposition, nor has
her November opponent, Re-
publican Lisa Fallon.

No precinct committee
spots are contested, though
two Republican slots have
write-in candidates. Paul
Schimpf is running for
Precinct 14 and Jason
Reynolds is running for
Precinct 23; their names to not
appear on the ballot, just a
"write-in" denotation.

County voters will also be
asked if sales tax should be
raised by one percent, with all
proceeds benefitting school
districts. Voters county-wide
will be asked "Shall a re-
tailer's occupation tax and a
service occupation tax (i.e.
"sales tax") be imposed in the
county at a rate of one percent
to be used exclusively for
school facility purposes?" 

Valmeyer area voters will
be asked to approve $1.5 mil-
lion in bonds to support the
Valmeyer School District's
working cash fund. In this, the
VCUSD is asking the voters to
coninue the current property
tax which has funded bonds
from 2012 through 2017. This

vote would extend the bonding
(roughly $300,000 per year)
from 2018-2022). 

While this is a party pri-
mary election, voters wishing
to simply vote on the school
funding issues may request a
non-partisan ballot. 

As of Feb. 29, there were
24,182 county residents -
roughly 75 percent of the pop-
ulation - registered as voters.

Monroe County Clerk
Dennis Knobloch said there
are more than the usual issues
and candidates on the primary
ballot. 

"You don't have a normal
situation where the incum-
bents are all seeking to stay in
office. This time, you have two
incumbents - (County Com-
missioner) Terry Liefer and
(State's Attorney) Kris Reitz -
opting not to run. That tends
to cause others to want to
jump into the race who other-
wise might not."

Polling sites for the April
7 election are for the most part
the same as for the 2015 mu-
nicipal and school-board elec-
tion, with two exceptions. 

Columbia
Columbia City Hall will

not serve as a polling precinct
and Precinct 2 voters who pre-
viously cast their ballots there
will now vote at Turner Hall.

Also, First Baptist Church of
Columbia will again serve as
the polling location for
Precincts 8, 24, 25 and 34, but
at the church's new location on
Valmeyer Road. The rest are
as follows:

Columbia American Le-
gion Post 581 (Precincts 1 and
35);

Turner Hall (Precincts 2,
3, 21 and 36);

Life Community Church
Hall (Precinct 4);

St. Paul Lutheran Hall
(Precincts 5 and 10);

First Baptist Church Hall
(Precinct 8, 24, 25 and 34);

St. Paul United Church of
Christ (Precinct 37);

Rural Columbia
Hope Christian Church
(Precincts 14 and 28)

Waterloo
First Baptist Church Hall

(Precinct 7 and 31);
Immanuel Lutheran

Church (Precincts 11, 27 and
33)
Mystic Oak Golf Course
(Precinct 12);

Metzger-Crook VFW Post
(Precincts 16, 17, 19 and 32);

Concord Presbyterian
Church (Precinct 26);

Monroe County Illinois
Avenue Annex (Precinct 30);

Rural Waterloo

Monroe County Fair-
grounds (Precincts 18 and 22);

Monroe County Electric
Cooperative (Precinct 29);

Hecker
Hecker Community Cen-

ter (Precinct 6);

Renault
Our Lady of Good Counsel

Church (Precinct 9);

Maeystown
St. John Fellowship Hall

(Precincts 13 and 23);

Valmeyer
St. Mary's Parish Center

(Precincts 15 and 20);
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Primary Election Features Local Candidates And School Funding Referednums
By Joe Leicht
THE INDEPENDENT

Waterloo High School Band Parents 

25th Annual 
COMMUNITY VARIETY SHOW 

Saturday, March 12 • 7 p.m. 
COME EARLY - This show may sell out!

Waterloo High Auditorium
Emcee is Randy Halleran

Talent of all ages from the community will be performing a
diverse variety of acts, including:
• excellent vocal solos  
• instrumentals 
• dancing, comedy and MORE!

SPECIAL PERFORMANCES BY THE: 
WHS Jazz Band

The cost for the show, including dessert, 
is $7 for adults and $5 for children 12 and under.

For more information contact Michael Mullins 939-3455 ext 450.
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Leo Thoma of rural Columbia celebrated his 85th birthday on
March 1. He celebrated the occasion with his wife, Gloria, and
his family. 

Leo Thoma of rural Columbia celebrated his 85th birthday on
March 1. He celebrated the occasion with his wife, Gloria, and
his family. 
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Primary races had seem-
ingly gone out of style in Mon-
roe County, with even-year
spring elections offering little
suspense and little to attract
voters. But that won't be the
case this year. 

There are 12 candidates
running for the four county-
wide offices. This has put in
motion spirited races for
county commissioner, coroner,
state's attorney and circuit
clerk, all of which will set the
stage for contested races for
the four offices in November.

Mark Altadonna and
Vicki Koerber will oppose each
other on the Republican ballot
for county commissioner. Cur-
rent County Commissioner
Terry Liefer, a Republican,
has chosen not to seek re-elec-
tion. 

Koerber, a long-time Wa-
terloo alderman and former
member of the Waterloo Plan-
ning Commission, is vacating
her seat as county coroner to
pursue a spot on the county
board. She is a Monroe
County Ambulance para-
medic. 

Altadonna retired as pres-
ident and CEO of State Bank
of Waterloo. He is a founding
member of the county's Eco-
nomic Development Commit-
tee and has served on various

county, city and civic commit-
tees. This is his first run for
elected public office.

The Democrats are pin-
ning their hopes of regaining
the majority on the county
commission on Leo Stephan,
an insurance professional who
lives in Waterloo. Stephan
specializes in providing insur-
ance consultation to counties,
cities and townships in the
Metro region. He is also part-
owner of Hot Mess, an award-
winning competitive barbecue
team. 

Both the Republican and
Democratic primary elections
for state's attorney will be con-
tested. Dennis Field and
Heather Wescoat Dabler are
running as Democrats; Myron
Hanna and Chris Hitzeman
are running as Republicans. 

The seat has been held by
a Democrat for more than two
decades. State’s Attorney Kris
Reitz, a Democrat, has chosen
not to run for re-election. 

Field is a partner in the
Strellis and Field Law firm
and has practiced law in the
county since 1988. He is a
member of the Monroe County
Bar Association, the St. Clair
County Bar Association, the
Illinois Bar Association and
the American Bar Association. 

Dabler is an attorney with
the firm of Susan Parnell Wil-
son in Belleville, concentrat-
ing in domestic litigation.
Before that, she was with
Freeark, Harvey and
Mendillo, also in Belleville.

Hanna is a partner in the
Hanna and Volmert firm and
has served as an assistant
Monroe County State's Attor-
ney since 2003 and is cur-
rently village attorney for
Valmeyer and Hecker while
prosecuting ordinance viola-
tions for the cities of Waterloo
and Columbia. 

Hitzemann, originally

from rural Red Bud, is a grad-
uate of the University of Illi-
nois with a law degree from
John Marshall Law School.
He currently works for
Thompson Coburn as a prod-
uct liability and railroad prac-

2016 County Primary Ballot Could Be Hottest Contested In Decades
By Joe Leicht
THE INDEPENDENT

Vicki Koerber, Republican for
County Commissioner

Leo Stephan, Democrat for
County Commissioner

Cassy Goldschmidt, Democrat
for Coroner

Mark Altadonna, Republican
for County Commissioner

Wayne Kohlmeier, Republican
for Coroner

Bob Hill, Republican for 
Coroner

For County Coroner
Democrat Republicans

For County Commissioner
Democrat Republicans

(continued on page 7
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tice litigator.
Sandra Sauget, a Democ-

rat, will be seeking to defend
her circuit clerk's seat for the
second time. She was ap-
pointed to replace Aaron Reitz
at his retirement and won the
office outright in 2012. She
faces no primary opponent. 

Sauget will face a Repub-
lican challenger, Lisa Fallon,
in November. Fallon, a Water-
loo resident, holds a business
administration management
degree from Southwestern
Illinois University - Ed-
wardsville. She is a software
asset manager for the U.S.
Transportation Command at
Scott Air Force Base. Fallon,
too, is seeking the party nom-
ination uncontested.

There are two Republi-
cans vying for a chance to be
coroner on the general elec-
tion ballot. Bob Hill, a lifelong
Columbia resident, has served
as chief deputy coroner the
past six years. Hill is an Indi-

ana University graduate and
spent three years as a police
officer in Indiana. He has a
degree in mortuary science
and has been a license funeral
director and embalmer for the
past 12 years. 

Wayne Kohlmeier of Wa-
terloo has owned a chiroprac-
tic practice in Monroe County
for more than 20 years.

Cassy Goldschmidt grew
up in Waterloo and now re-
sides in Columbia. She is
seeking the office as a Democ-
rat. Cassy holds a doctoral de-
gree in pharmacy from
Southern Illinois University -

Edwardsville.
Monroe County Clerk

Dennis Knobloch said,
"There's no doubt that there is
high interest in this primary.
That often is the case when
you have incumbents who
have decided not to seek re-
election, and that is the case
for three of the offices. Vicki
Koerber is vacating the coro-
ner's office to run for county
board, Terry Liefer is not
seeking re-election to the
board and Kris Reitz is leav-
ing the state's attorney's of-
fice. That tends to prompt
people who have maybe
thought about running for of-
fice but didn't think they
could beat out an incumbent
to throw their hats in the
ring."

Heather Dabler, Democrat for
State’s Attorney

Dennis Fields, Democrat for
State’s Attorney

Sandra Sauget, Democrat 
for Circuit Clerk

Myron Hanna, Republican for
State’s Attorney

Chris Hitzeman, Republican
for State’s Attorney

Lisa Fallon, Republican for 
Circuit Clerk

For State’s Attorney
Democrats Republicans

For Circuit Clerk
Democrat Republican

Candidates For Spring Primary Election_________________________________
(continued from page 6)
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Monroe County residents
of apolitical persuasion who
usually skip spring primary
elections will have an impor-
tant issue to get to the polls
on March 15.

The Illinois Board of Elec-
tions certified the ballot last
Tuesday. It will include the
county-wide question: "Shall
a retail occupation tax and a
service tax (commonly re-
ferred to as a "sales tax") be
imposed in the county of Mon-
roe, Illinois at a rate of 1 per-
cent to be used exclusively for
school facility purposes?"

In 2007, state legislatures
allowed a special local tax,
called the County School Fa-
cility Occupation Tax Law. It
created the tool for school dis-
tricts to supplement their
budgets as they see state sup-
port dwindling annually. 

Over the past decade, the
CSFOTL has gained mix re-
sults from voters. About 20
counties have passed the tax,
while about 50 counties have
rejected it. It will be the first
time Monroe County has put
the question before voters.

"Officially, it was filed to
be placed on the March ballot
by the Regional Superintend-
ent of Schools office," said
Monroe County Clerk Dennis
Knobloch. "The three school
district - Valmeyer, Waterloo
and Columbia - each passed
resolutions supporting it last
summer and they continue to
work together collaboratively
on this."

The districts have pro-
duced literature the explains
how the proposed tax will be
assessed and how it will ben-
efit each of them. State law
prevents them for actively
promoting the referendum be-
yond supplying pertinent in-
formation.

"Currently, school facili-
ties are funded 100 percent
through a property owner's
property tax. The new dedi-
cated sales tax is a state ap-
proved alternative method to
pay for school facilities that
results in property tax relief,"
stated Columbia School Dis-
trict Superintendent Gina

Segobiano. "My goal is to edu-
cate as many individuals as
possible so that an informed
decision can be made prior to
the March 15th election."

Waterloo School District
Superintendent Brian Char-
ron said he is pleased that the
referendum has already
gained a prominent endorse-
ment. "The Monroe County
Farm Bureau will be issuing
a position statement in sup-
port of the facility occupation
sales tax."

The districts point out
that the proposed sales tax
provides property-tax relief
because it not only provides
additional revenue to the
schools but collects the rev-
enue from a broader base, in-
cluding non-residents who
shop in Monroe County.

Based on the latest avail-
able data, the proposed new
tax would bring about $2.82
million, to be shared propor-
tionately among the districts
according to the number of
county students attending
each public school. Waterloo
public schools would get 51.51
percent of new annual rev-
enues, or and estimated $1.17
million. Columbia would get
36.9 percent ($842,003) and
Valmeyer would get 9.12
($208,105). The New Athens
and Red Bud Districts, where
some Monroe County stu-
dents attend, would also get
nominal shares.

The tax would not be col-
lected on licensed vehicles,
unprepared food (groceries,)
drugs and farm equipment. 

"If something is not cur-
rently taxed, it will not be
taxed if this passes," Charron
said. “The new funds can be
used only capital projects and
improvements.”

Valmeyer would use any
new revenue for health, life,
fire and safety code work.
That includes a new fire sys-
tem, public-address system,
electrical transformers, new
boils and heaters, roofing,
gutters, classroom white
boards, flooring and general
accessibility and security.

The Waterloo District

would use the funds for
HVAC replacement, flooring,
windows, tennis courts and
track, improving communica-
tion systems and general re-
pairs. Charron said he would
not use new sales tax funds to
pay existing bond debt.

Columbia's funding needs
and eligible projects are simi-
lar. They include replacement
of HVAC, roofing, cafeteria
renovations, science labs, vo-
cational areas, lighting and
ADA (Americans with Dis-
abilities Act) compliances.

Voters Face Decision On County
Wide Sales Tax For Public Schools

A sales tax increase to
raise funds for county school
districts will appear on the
March 15 Primary Election
ballot.

Monroe County voters will
be asked this question: Shall a
retailers’ occupation tax and a
service occupation tax (“sales
tax”) be imposed in the County
of Monroe at a rate of 1% to be
used exclusively for school fa-
cility purposes? 

Currently, schools rely on
a portion of citizens’ property
taxes, as well as state funding,
to fund their budgets. With
state funding being reduced
because of budgetary short-

falls, county schools are fis-
cally tightening their belts. To
help offset the state shortfalls,
the school districts are asking
voters to pay additional sales
tax. 

Public meetings to discuss
this referendum have been set
on the following dates and lo-
cations:

Columbia School District
Office (Parkview Elementary ):
Feb. 22 and March 9, at 7 p.m.

Valmeyer School Grade
School Gym / Cafeteria: Feb.
25 and March 8, at 7 p.m.

Waterloo High School Au-
ditorium: Feb. 18, Feb. 25 and
March 7, at 6:30 p.m.

Meetings To Discuss Sales Tax
Increase Vote For County Schools

Valmeyer District voters
will be voting on more than
just a sales tax referendum.
They'll be asked a separate
ballot question to essentially
keep the district viable. 

In genral, this referen-
dum keeps in place the tax
hike which went into effect
five years ago. 

The question: "Shall the
Board of Education of the
Valmeyer Community Unit
School District 3 be author-
ized to issue $1.5 million
bonds over five years for a
working cash fund as pro-
vided for by Article 20 of the
School Code?"

This referendum, if
passed, will continue to gener-
ate through property tax,
$300,000 per year over the
next five years. It is marked
at the same rate as the exist-

ing bond and tax. 
Knobloch, the village ad-

ministrator though not a
school district official, said the
village knows the importance
of the referendum. 

"The voters are basically
being asked if they want to
continue to have a school dis-
trict," he said at a Feb. 2
county board session.

The Valmeyer District is
essentially the only district in
the Metro East area that is
constrained by the Property
Tax Extension Limitation
Law and cannot issue bonds
to address school needs with-
out voter approval.

Referendum To Keep Valmeyer
Schools Afloat
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The ICS speech team celebrating their strong finish at the Feb. 20 meet are, left to right, Coach
Sam Watters, Jane Whelan, Anna Haubrich, Marie Prindiville, Allison Shuler, Katie Grawitch and
Coach Lucy Hollman.

The Immaculate Conception Math Counts team is, left to right, first row, James Ramette, Spencer Biske, Noah Newton, Adelynn Murphy and Coach Karen Weiler; and second row,
Autumn Ramey, Grant Mathany, Rob Guetterman, Jacob Feldker and Glenn Powers. 

Immaculate Conception
School eighth grader Spencer
Biske will compete in the
State Math Counts Competi-
tion to be held March 19 in
Lisle. 

Biske earned the honor
by finishing in second place in
the qualifying competition
held Feb. 13 at Southern Illi-
nois University - Ed-
wardsville. This heat was
sponsored by the St. Clair
Chapter of the Illinois Society
of Professional Engineers. 

Math Counts is a contest
designed by engineers to en-
courage high student achieve-
ment in mathematics at the
middle school level. 

Other members of the
ICS Math Counts team are
James Ramette, Noah New-
ton, Adelynn Murphy, Au-
tumn Ramey, Grant
Mathany, Rob Guetterman,
Jacob Feldker and Glenn
Powers. 

The team is coached by
Karen Weiler.

Biske To Compete For
State MathCounts Title

ICS Wins Big At Diocsan Speech Meet
Immaculate Conception

School students earned sev-
eral awards at the ICS Inter-
mediate Diocesan Speech
meet on Feb. 20. 

Receiving perfect scores

were Jane Whelan (To Be Or
Not To Be), and Allison
Shuler and Anna Haubrich
(How To Drive Mom Crazy
From The Back Seat Of The
Car).  

Picking up first place rib-
bons were Marie Prindiville
and Katie Grawitch (Stand 

Up And Holler). The
Team is coached by Sam Wat-
ters and Lucy Hollman.



CRITTERS CORNER
MONROE COUNTY INDEPENDENT

MARCH 4, 2016 PAGE 19

The ICS speech team celebrating their strong finish at the Feb. 20 meet are, left to right, Coach
Sam Watters, Jane Whelan, Anna Haubrich, Marie Prindiville, Allison Shuler, Katie Grawitch and
Coach Lucy Hollman.

Valmeyer School Superintendent Eric Frankford discusses
the school district’s financial situation during a public forum
Feb. 26. Frankford talked about the two proposed school
funding initiatives to appear on the March 15 election ballot 
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Waterloo’s Ben Huels drives the lane for a layup in the Bull-
dogs’ Regional win over Freeburg. WHS then lost in the second
round to Columbia. The Bulldogs finished the season with a 8-
22 record.   – photo by Bob Haentzler
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Drowning is responsible for
more deaths among children
ages 1 to 4 than any other cause
except birth defects, according to
the Centers For Disease Control
And Prevention. 

Even in the broader age
group of 1 to 14, fatal drowning
remains the second leading
cause of unintentional injury-re-
lated death.

The CDC reports “for every
child who dies from drowning,
another five receive emergency
department care for nonfatal
submersion injuries.”

In response to those dire
statistics, administrators at the
Monroe County YMCA - HTC
Center recently launched a new
program to help prevent child-
hood drownings in our commu-
nity. 
Research has shown that partic-
ipation in formal swimming les-
sons can reduce the risk of
drowning, particularly among
children. 

So in January, the YMCA
launched the “Swim By 10” pro-
gram, an initiative to give every
child the opportunity to learn
the basics of water safety. 

“Basically, we know that
studies show that one of the
leading causes of death in kids is
drowning,” said John Heater, ex-
ecutive director of the Monroe
County YMCA HTC Center.
“The Swim by 10 program is de-
signed to work with the local
school district to make sure that
every kid has some kind of
aquatic experience by the time
they are 10 years old.”

For this pilot season, the
YMCA partnered with Waterloo

School District to offer water
safety classes in the classroom,
with an opportunity for parents
to bring their kids to “in-pool”
lessons free of charge. 

“One of the things that peo-
ple don’t understand about the Y
is that we never turn some away
for their inability to pay,”
Heater said. “Being a leading
nonprofit, that’s one of our
promises to the community is
that everybody has a place at
the Y, no matter what their back
ground is. We know that there
are kids in Monroe County and
across the nation that can’t af-
ford swim lessons, but how do
we get the message into every

parents head that it’s okay if you
can’t afford it?”

The Swim by 10 program
ensures that every child in the
Waterloo School District gets ex-
posed to aquatic safety. 

“We want to decrease the
stats of kids drowning,” Heater
said. “We do swim lessons to
make sure these kids learn how
to swim, and we wanted to take
it a step further and partner
with our schools – we can’t make
parents bring their kids to the Y
so we’re going to take that prom-
ise to the schools.”

YMCA Aquatics Director
Aidan Marshall teaches aquatic
safety to second grade students
at Rogers Elementary every Fri-
day, during their physical edu-
cation class time.

For parents wondering how
effective water safety can be in
the classroom setting, Marshall
points out that the first swim
lessons that were even given
were on a park bench in Detroit,
Mich.

Marshall teaches six in-
classroom sessions that include
everything from water fears and
life jacket safety to pool rules
and thin ice awareness. 

One key element of the
classroom program is the
“Reach, Throw, Don’t Go” sys-
tem, which teaches kids how to
help someone who is in trouble
in the water without actually
going into the water themselves.

When students have com-
pleted the six in-classroom ses-
sions, they get a certificate to
receive free water safety lessons
at the YMCA.

“Everything they learned in
the class we will reinforce in the
pool,” Marshall said.

The school district and the
YMCA can’t force parents to
take their kids to the Y for the
in-water classes, but they’re
doing everything possible to
make it as easy as possible.

The certificate includes a
schedule of all the dates and
times available for the Swim by
10 students to come to the Y for
their in-pool sessions. 

“We’re providing them with
this certificate with all the info
to get their kid into the Y and
make sure they get what they’re
supposed to,” Marshall said.
“The classroom sessions are
helpful because even if their par-
ents can’t bring them, they’re
still better prepared. If they
don’t get to come to the pool,
they know what to look for.”

So far, the response to the
program has been positive with
both students and parents. 

“I’ve heard from multiple
teachers that the kids are ex-
cited,” Marshall said. “Karla
Bivins, the school’s PE director,
said she has had interaction
with the parents and the par-
ents are very positive in re-
sponse.”

Several kids in the class
were so excited they gave Mar-
shall a hug, expressing that
their parents could not have af-
forded to enroll them in swim
lessons. 

Right now, Marshall is
teaching 100 kids – half the sec-
ond graders at Rogers. Next
quarter she’ll teach the remain-
ing half.

She recently met with Sts.
Peter and Paul Catholic Schools
about starting the program at
their school next semester. 

“Our hope is to serve all
school districts in Monroe
County,” Marshall said. “It’s free
– we’re not asking anything
from the school, or from the par-
ents. We know that this is a
service that we should provide
because we want to make sure
these kids are safe.”

Next year, Marshall hopes
to take on both first and second
grade students. 

“Our ultimate goal is to
keep kids safe,” Marshall said.
“Kids are kids so things are
going to happen, but this is
about allowing them to have the
tools and knowledge to ulti-
mately save their life or save
someone else’s life.”

For additional information
on the CDC’s report on water
safety, visit the website:
www.cdc.gov/HomeandRecre-
ationalSafety/Water-Safety/wa-
terinjuries-factsheet.html.

YMA’s Swim By 10 Provides Youth With Water Safety Skills
By Bethany Prange
THE INDEPENDENT

The Monroe County YMCA’s Swim By 10 program is popular among Waterloo school students. 

WHEAT’S AUTO WORLD, INC
3480 Ahne Road • Waterloo

618-939-6647
CARS, JEEPS, Van and Equipment For Sale:

2012 Ford Fusion SE, 35,000 Miles...........$14,000

2011 Jeep Compass 2WD, 37,000 Miles....$12,000

2010 Lincoln MKT, 9,000 miles...................$30,000

2001 Ford Winstar Van.................................$1,100

Woods RD7200 6FT. Finish Mower.................$500
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The SPPS chess team wrapped up the 2016 season with a fourth place finish in the Cahokia
Conference. Eighth grader Cole Warden was the team MVP.  The chess team is, left to right,
Paden Schultz, Cole Warden, Jack Atchley, Brennan Wills, Allen Kraus, Dakota Sanders, Maddie
Levendoski and Joseph Hooser.

Columbia’s Soaring Eagles Honored: Columbia High School honored some of their top students during the annual Soaring Eagles Awards Ceremony. CHS
students honored are (in alphabetical order): Emily Allen, Kristian Avise-Rouse, Sophia Bonaldi, Isaiah Brower, Emily Cafolla, Kyle Cash, Madisen DeGroot, Sydney
Dossett, Kaylee Fisk, Dylan Freiburghaus, Andrew Freyman, Kara Grafton, Ryan Gudeman, Olivia Hemmer, August Hengel, Daisia Hunter, Tucker Iorio, Mikayla
Jacob, Cody Jones, Kaitlyn Kleinschmidt, Jacob Laue, Stephen Lohmeyer, Mackenzie Lowe, Grant Ludwig, Aurora O’Connell, Alyssa Overmann, Jenna Pfeffer,
Gavin Phillips, Jessica Raney, Sydney Rey, Sona Sargsyan, Kaytlin Schmidt, Nathan Schwartz, David Shaffer, Taylor Snider, Jacob Stone, Logan Stumpf, McKenna
Tutor, Chloe Valleroy, Brennen vanBreusegen, Keeler vanBreusegen, Amelia Wagner and Alyssa Yochum.

Zach Thompson performs at the Gibault High School Talent
Show.  - photo by Gage Wienhoff
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During a recent meeting of the Red Bud Rotary, State Rep. Jerry Costello visits with President-elect
Tammy Huggins, left and Robin White.

Marvin Kennedy, Afton Tucker and Peggy Sheridan take a break from their duties at Myers Korner Market
in downtown Prairie du Rocher. They sat down to enjoy a carry-out meal from Lisa’s Market Street Grille. 

The Red Bud Musketeers’ basketball season came to an end
with a 41-53 loss to Roxana in the Dupo Regional. During the
game, RBHS’ Jack Richards, right, skies to put in a basket.
Richards led the team in scoring on the season. 

- photo by Gina Phegley

939-6647
3480 AHNE RD WATERLOO

WHEAT’S AUTO BODY, INC.
FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS IN ITS 37th YEAR

STEVE WHEAT - MANAGER

• Complete Body Frame and 
Paint Repairing Facilities
• Car & Truck Clean-Ups
• YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR GOAL 
• OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE
• FREE ESTIMATES 
• 24-HOUR TOWING

State Rep. Jerry Costello
II (D-Smithton) attended a
Red Bud Rotary Club meet-
ing to share updates of leg-
islative issues. 

“The turmoil of the state’s

budget situation has taken a
toll on our communities,” said
Costello. “Meeting with area
leaders helps me address the
challenges facing Illinois by
allowing me to listen to their

needs and ideas.”
After the luncheon,

Costello commented that he
and fellow downstate law-
makers continue working on
a budget agreement.

Costello Visits Red Bud Rotary Club
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Columbia’s Jonathon Holmes goes airborne in the lane in the
Eagles’ home win over Triad.  - photo by Bob Haentzler

Columbia cheerleaders recognized on Senior Night are, left to right, Daisia Hunter, Alyssa Hunsaker,
Mikayla Jacob, Jessica Hall, Wyndi Frisch, Jae Schaffer and Maddie DeGroot.

Welcome fans to the Columbia Basketball Regional are, left to right, Caroline Thebeau, Maggie Gonzalez,
Lindsey Wibbenmeyer, Claire Thebeau, Lexi Touchette and Mattea Baumann. 

Children & Adult
Clothing

Furniture • Household
695 N. Moore, Waterloo

939-5485
M-F.: 9-5, Sat.: 9-4, Sun.: 11-3

Helping Hand 
Thrift Store

The Columbia Eagles
completed an unbeaten home
basketball season, and won
their 20th game on Feb. 26. 
The Eagles defeated Triad
(10-18) by a score of 61-38. 

The Holmes brothers led
the team in scoring as
Jonathon tallied 22 and
younger brother Jordan

scored 10. 
This week Columbia (21-

6 overall) is competing in the
Columbia Class 3A Regional.
The Eagles had a first round
bye, then defeated Waterloo
XXX in the second round. 

CHS takes on XXX in Fri-
day’s championship game.
Tip-off is at 7 p.m. 

Eagles Play For Regional Title

14” Pizza
with Two Toppings

$13.95

Pizza • Salad • Pasta • Sandwiches

1450 N. Evergreen
Columbia, IL

618-281-5552

Check our lunch specials
Open 7 days a week.

Dine in - Carry Out - Delivery

Must present coupon.  Plus tax--not good with other
coupons.  Exp. 3-31-16
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Sarah Lantsberger performs on keyboard during the Gibault High School Talent Show.  
- photo by Gage Wienhoff

School Rummage Sale Raises Funds For Needy: Ss. Peter and Paul Grade School students earned just over $3,4000 during their 32nd Annual Kids’ Rummage
Sale. Proceeds are donated to children’s missions around the world. Fifth graders in Judy Haberl’s class organized the event. Items for sale included toys, books,
jewelry, crafts, and movies. 
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Gibault basketball players, cheerleaders and fans celebrate the Hawks winning the Bunker Hill Regional.   - photo by Steve Bergheger

It took three tries, but the
Gibault Hawks were finally able
this season to beat Metro East
Lutheran. The two teams met in
the title game of the Class 1A
Bunker Hill Regional (about an
1 ¼ hour’s drive – east of Litch-
field). 

The fans got their money’s
worth as the game was tight
from start to finish. At the half,
the Hawks and the Knights
went into the locker room knot-

ted at 26-26. 
After a low-scoring third

quarter, Metro East held a
slight edge – 33-32 - as the
fourth quarter began. Gibault’s
defense remained strong, and
key free throws were made,
helping the Hawks’ take home a
stunning 42-38 win.  

Gibault is competing this
week in the White Hall North
Greene Sectional (located due
north, between Jerseyville and

Jacksonville). 
In the first round game on

Tuesday, March 1, the Hawks
defeated Carrollton 54-35.
Leading scorers were Trevor
Davis, 21, and Brian Deterding,
14. 

The Hawks will compete for
the Sectional Title on Friday at
7 p.m. They'll take on the win-
ner of the Okawville vs. Pawnee
game, which was played on
Wednesday.  

Gibault Takes Regional With Win Over Metro East

Gibault senior Collin Kesler puts up a jumper during the Hawks
home win over Alton Marquette.  - photo by Bob Haentzler

Trevor Davis sinks three straight free throws in the Hawks’ win over Carrollton. 
- photo by Steve Bergheger
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Waterloo High School students honored on Senior Night are basketball player Tristen Schneider, and
cheerleaders, left to right, Lizzy Coplin, Mallory Buss, Brittany Morris, Erin Johnson and Kyleen May. 

State Rep. Jerry Costello, second from right, presents the WHS soccer team with a road sign honoring the team for winning the state tournament. 

The accolades continue to
pour in for the Waterloo High
School boys’ soccer team.
Last fall the Bulldogs won
the school’s first team sport
state championship – the
IHSA Class 2A title. 

The team reunited Tues-
day, Feb. 23, at the WHS
boys’ basketball game. At
halftime, State Rep. Jerry
Costello presented the team
with one of the road signs

honoring the team. The signs
will be placed along the high-
way entrances into town. 

In addition, the WHS
Athletic Boosters presented
each player with a State
Championship ring. 

The night was capped off
with Coach Chad Holden and
the team pulling a rope to un-
veil a new banner that now
hangs from the gym wall. 

State Champ WHS Soccer
Team Gets New Street Sign



Andrew Phegley and
Rabecca Woodhurst announce
their engagement. Andrew is
the son of Glenn and Gina
Phegley of Prairie du Rocher.
Rabecca is the daughter of
Dave and Connie Woodhurst
of Rock Falls. 

Andrew’s maternal
grandparents are Marilyn
Shinabargar of St. Charles,
Mo., and the late Charles
Shinabargar. His paternal
grandparents are the late
Dale and Dolly Phegley.

Rabecca’s maternal
grandparents are Ann
Etheridge of Rock Falls and
the late Mike Etheridge. Her
paternal grandparents are
the late Guy and Charlesa
Woodhurst.

Andrew is a graduate of
Red Bud High School and
earned his Bachelor of Sci-
ence from Southern Illinois
University-Carbondale. He is
an electrical engineer at
Peabody Energy. 

Rabecca is a graduate of
Rock Falls Township High
School and earned her Mas-
ters of Science from Southern
Illinois University-Carbon-
dale. She is a speech language
pathologist at Collaborating
for Kids. 

An Oct. 1, 2016 wedding
is planned in Las Vegas, Nev.
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Andrew Phegey and Rabecca Woodhurst

Woodhurst - Phegley 
Announce Engagement

The Pediatric Team of Progressive Family Care

Emphasizes individualized and compassionate care for children and their families.  Pro-
vides complete care including immunizations, routine check-ups and physicals.  Encour-

ages parents to actively participate in their children's medical care.

Convenient locations to better serve you and your family:
509 Hamacher St. Suite 103 • Waterloo  • 939-CARE (2273)

208 N. Main, Suite H • Columbia • 281-CARE (2273)
Please visit www.pfcil.com for more information.

Elisha F. Schnieders, RNC PNP
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner

Dr. Kenneth Hawn, MD
Pediatrician

•Progressive Family Care Now Offers New Extended Saturday Hours - 8 am - 4 pm 
Caring for you • Caring for your family

See State Farm Agent:
Mitch Essert, CLU CPCU

400 Columbia Centre
Columbia, IL 

618-281-7181

Like a good neighbor, 
State Farm is there.

statefarm.com

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company  (not in NJ)
State Farm Indemnity Company (NJ) • Home Offices: Bloom-
ington, Illinois

“It’s no accident State Farm 
insures more cars than 

anybody else.”

Julie A. Whelan
Certified Public Accountant
Business & Individual Tax Returns

E-Filing
618-939-8308
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These are dark days for
those of you who like to wager
on the local college basketball
teams.

University of Illinois, Uni-
versity of Missouri and Saint
Louis University are all going
through miserable, inconsistent
seasons. These teams might be
three of the most difficult teams
to watch in all of college basket-
ball.

It is not that their styles are
not attractive, it is a result of
poor recruiting which has re-
sulted in none of the three
teams mentioned have any
NBA-caliber players. The fault
doesn't lie with the players; they
are simply trying to do the best
with what they've been given
from God. No, this is a coaching
issue.

When the University of Illi-
nois was trying to rebuild a pro-
gram, the clueless Bruce Weber
left in utter rubble, a "national
search" was supposedly con-
ducted. All of the big-name can-
didates said they weren't
interested and the school was
left holding an empty bag. In
fact, the Illini's coaching bag
was as empty as the brain of
someone named Kardashian.

So, John Groce was hired
from Ohio University and was
immediately billed by the Fight-
ing Illini athletic brass as the
anti-Weber. It was said that he
was a great recruiter. There
were even claims that he was a
better recruiter than former
Illini boss Bill Self which were
made by anyone who ever
crossed paths with Groce. These
claims are literally laughable.

The Illini hoops program is
just as much of a joke now as it
was when Weber was ranting
and raving on the sideline and
shouting in that utterly annoy-
ing voice of his. Weber has taken
his joke of an offense to Kansas
State and turned a program
that was a national champion
contender under Frank Martin
into a perennial NCAA Tourna-
ment non-qualifier. But the
memory of "Bumbling" Bruce
still lives on in Champaign.

Groce's program is every bit
as embarrassing as when Weber
left it. My favorite Weber mo-
ment was when said he wasn't
going to shake a rival coach's

hand before a game and then he
shook it. But the present Illini
display the trait that if there
ever was a team that played like
the last name of its coach it is
this group of Illini: gross.

But there is a saving grace
for Groce. If you have wagered
against the once-proud Fighting
Illini this season you have won
and cashed tickets 73 percent of
the time. According to Las
Vegas sportsbooks, the statistics
state that anybody cashing
above a 52 percent clip is having
a very good year.

It was written in this space
before the season started in
what proved to be Weber's final
year that the safest play this
gambler was making was to
wager against the Weber
coached Fighting Illini every
time they took the floor. A lot of
loot was funneled into my pock-
ets that year.

Well, this year I was a little
late to the party, but after the
college football season ended I
decided to take a stand against
Groce and the Illini every
chance I could get. The wins
have outnumbered the losses
and the Illini's ineptness has
given me quite the handsome re-
ward.

March Madness Update:
Now that march is here it is
time to focus on the NCAA
Men's College Basketball Tour-
nament.

On a side note, whichever
member of the Republican Party
running for President removes
the women's college hoops scores
from ESPN's Bottom-Line se-
cures my vote. I would offer the
same deal to the Democrat can-
didates running for President,
but Grandma Pantsuit has
turned away the challenge of
Bolshevik Bernie.

So, the Michigan State
Spartans are a 15/2 favorite to
win the tournament. Followed
by the University of North Car-
olina at 8/1. Kansas University,
Oklahoma University and the
University of Kentucky are the
next choices on the board, all of
which are 10/1.

The plays for those of us
who look for an underdog to
make a surge in March are a
varied list. I'm going with the
University of West Virginia at
18/1 as my top choice followed
up with the University of West
Virginia at 50/1 as my long shot.

Finally, free the Washing-
ton Redskins.

Send hate mail to: car-
ley80@hotmail.com 

Allow Me To Further Bash The Illini 

Tim Carley

Don’t Bet
On It

THOMA & ASSOCIATES

Accounting & Tax Service
854 Bottom Ave. • Columbia, IL 62236

Bus: 618-281-7444
Fax: 618-281-3680

Accounting • Taxes
Business Consulting

Federal and State Elec-
tronic Filing Available

Waterloo sophomore Ross Schrader attacks the basket as he drives the lane in the Bulldogs’
home loss to Jerseyville.   - photo by Bob Haentlzer - www.gatewayphoto.net

 Carlson Craft Wedding Invitations 
Social Stationery, Custom And Stock Christmas 

Greeting Cards, Custom Post Cards 
 120 N. Main St. / Columbia 

281-8000 / conrad@htc.net / conradol.com 
Fax 281-7969 



SOCIETY NEWS
MONROE COUNTY INDEPENDENT

MARCH 4, 2016 PAGE 31

Columbia Basketball Coach Coach Mark Sandstrom, left, recognizes senior players, left to right, Ryan Gudeman, Jonathon Holmes, Korbin Farmer, Drew Huebner,
Cameron Roth, Adam Becker and Manager Luke McClanahan. - photo by Bob Haentlzer - www.gatewayphoto.net



Tiffany Green and Mike
Taylor of St. Louis announce
the birth of a daughter. 

Harper Kay Taylor was

born Jan. 26, 2016. She
weighed 6 pounds, 7 ounces
and was 18 inches long. 

Maternal grandparents

are George and Linda Green
of rural Fults. Paternal
grandparents are Tom and
Jane Taylor of Atlanta, Ga. 
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Harper Kay Taylor Allison and Jacob Ramsey
of Columbia announce the
birth of their first child, a
daughter. 

Quinn Elizabeth Ramsey
was born Feb. 9, 2016, at Mis-
souri Baptist in St. Louis, Mo.

She weighed 6 pounds, 15
ounces and was 21 inches long. 

Maternal grandmother is
Willa J. Bates of Columbia. 

Paternal grandparents are
Craig and Becky Ramsey of
Columbia. 

Jessica and Joshua Gre-
gory of Hecker announce the
birth of a son. 

Jagger Floyd Gregory
was born Jan. 30, 2016, at St.
Anthony's Medical Center in
St. Louis. He weighed 9
pounds, 1 ounce and was 20 ¾
inches long. 

Jagger is welcomed to the
family by older brothers, Jak-

son Gregory, 4, and Jase Gre-
gory, 2. 

Maternal grandparents
are Dave and Pat Senf of Wa-
terloo, and Sherman and
Julie Alexander of Dupo. 

Maternal great-grandfa-
ther is Floyd Senf of Water-
loo. 

Paternal grandparents
are Greg and Dawn Gregory. 

Jagger Floyd Gregory

Quinn Elizabeth Ramsey



I think I’ve

found a medication-free cure
for mild obsessive-compulsive
disorder.

Children.
Children are the cure.
I’ve always been a rela-

tively high-strung individual,
and in my home, I crave clean-
liness and order.

While a little dirt and dust
don’t necessarily bother me, I
really, really hate when things
are messy or out of place.

I used to be so uptight,
that if I came home and found
another household member
had left belongings lying
around, I’d go zero to crabby in
.05 seconds.

When I shared my home
with my younger, teenage “sis-
ters,” they would intentionally
mess with me on a regular
basis. I’d walk out of the room,
and they’d move the kitchen
table centerpiece off-center by
five inches.

I’d come back into the
room and without missing a
beat; I’d move it back to the
center of the table. This rou-
tine happened six times in the
course of one evening before
they started laughing and I
caught on to what they were

doing.
I know – I’ve always

known – that my affinity for
order is annoying to those
around me. My husband, who
is generally a pretty clean and
orderly guy, has suffered
through years of me huffing
and stomping around the
house because there were
clothes on the floor or mail
piled up on the kitchen
counter.

In my defense, I think my
obsessive-compulsive tenden-
cies are aggravated because
our house is so small. If things
aren’t in their place and put
away, our tiny living space
seems even smaller.
Despite my best efforts to “not
sweat the small stuff,” 

I’ve spent far too much of
my time reorganizing,
straightening up and putting
everything back “just so.” My
husband can testify that if
someone dared mess up my
work or move something – hell
hath no fury compared to
mine.

And then I had a kid.
For the first year of his

life, I was still pretty compul-
sive about order in our house.
The bouncy seat had to match
our living room décor. Toys
could not be strewn about.
Pieces of every game or toy
had to be kept together in a
tidy storage bag.

I’d vacuum and sweep re-
ligiously so my little bundle of
joy didn’t get dirty crawling
around or – gasp – put floor
food in his mouth. Closets and
the basement were reorgan-
ized again and again to make
room for his growing piles of
stuff.

Laundry needed to be
folded and put away, and his
adorable little clothes were
neatly hung up and organized
by color and season.

Then he turned one and
all hell broke loose in our

household.
The pint-sized little crea-

ture went from crawling to
full-blown walking and run-
ning. Despite my naïve efforts
to convince him otherwise, he
decided the best way to play
with his toys was to dump
them all out on the floor.

I could leave the room for
five seconds and return to the
scene of a toy store explosion.
We’re talking crackers
squished into the floor, 47 toy
cars and 10,000 puzzle pieces
strewn about, and every blan-
ket and pillow thrown to the
floor.

It was like my sweet little
monster had no respect for my
labored efforts to decorate and
organize our living room.
The first 50 or so times this
happened, I’d put the puzzles
back together, pick up every
car and truck and sweep up
the crackers.

Within 10 minutes, he’d
dump it all back out again.

My OCD tendencies were
in hyper spastic mode.

He was making messes as
fast as I could clean them up.

By some miracle that can
only be due to my immense

love for this little human
being, I didn’t holler at him –
much - for destroying the
house.

Then one day I just
stopped. I went to bed without
picking up all the trucks and
blocks. I just used my foot to
push them out of the walkway
so we weren’t injured during
any late night stumbles to the
bathroom.

I left his toys on his bed-
room floor, and a few times,
I’ve even left the cracker and
pretzel crumbs on the floor for
a day.

I’ve become such a wild
and crazy gal, no?

I stopped cleaning all the
nooks and crannies, and just
focused on mopping up the big
spills and some routine main-
tenance cleaning on the major
stuff, like the toilet and the
sinks.

For the first time in mem-
ory, I let stuff pile up on the
kitchen table. I’m not talking
an episode of Hoarders here,
but if there were a few craft
projects on the table, I just let
them go.

I even put a few puzzles
back without all the pieces. It

gave me a migraine, but I did
it.

I discovered the beauty of
disinfectant spray as the alter-
native to washing a pillow or
blanket every five minutes be-
cause he drooled on it.

I ignored the fingerprints
on the windows and let the
play dough colors get mixed to-
gether.

For me, all this is a per-
sonal triumph.

I still have moments
where my head explodes be-
cause the house is in such dis-
order, but I’m finding it easier
to listen to all those “mommy
memes” that say housework
can wait, childhood cannot.
Because in the end, they’re
right.

I can spend my time put-
ting everything back in order,
or I can enjoy my kids.

I’m working on always
choosing the latter.

How do you manage to
keep the house clean with kids
around? Share your thoughts
with Bethany via email at the-
mocomommy@gmail.com or on
the MoCo Mommy Facebook
page.
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Toddlers - The Answer To Any Parents’ Neat Freak Tendencies

Bethany Prange

MoCo
Mommy

The toddler destroys a corner of his room in record time.

Children & Adult
Clothing

Furniture • Household
695 N. Moore, Waterloo

939-5485
M-F.: 9-5, Sat.: 9-4, Sun.: 11-3

Helping Hand 
Thrift Store
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Norma J. Schneider, nee
Weatherford, 85, of Columbia,
died Feb. 19, 2016, at Memo-
rial Hospital in Belleville. She
was born Jan. 8, 1931, in
Murphysboro, the daughter of
the late John S. and Minnie
(nee White) Weatherford.
Mrs. Schneider is survived by
her son, Jack “Jay” (Debby)
Riddle, Jr. of Columbia; a
daughter, Karen (Greg) Gru-
eninger of Columbia; step-
daughter, Carlene Cortner of
Red Bud; grandchildren,
Joshua Riddle and Alison Rid-
dle; and a sister, Patsy (Ger-
ald) Wittenbrink of Columbia.
She was preceded in death by
her first husband, Jack A.
Riddle, Sr. (1998); second hus-
band, Carlyle A. Schneider
(2010); sisters, Marjorie Sher-
wood and Eleanor Rainey;
and brothers, Billy and John
Weatherford. Mrs. Schneider
worked at Columbia Dairy
Queen and Westpark Bowl,
where she had been the man-
ager for many years. She had
been a member of the Order of
the Eastern Star - Rob Morris
Chapter 98 in Fairview
Heights. Private graveside
services were at the Jefferson
Barracks National Cemetery.
Memorials may be made to
the American Heart Associa-
tion or the Millstadt VFW
Post 7980.

Craig M. Range, 42, of Wa-
terloo, died Feb. 19, 2016, in
rural Red Bud. He was born

Dec. 3, 1973, in Red Bud, the
son of Linda Range and the
late Bruce A. Range. In addi-
tion to his mother, Mr. Range
is survived by his wife, Aimee
(nee Mueth) Range; children,
Sam, Jack, Ella and Lucy
Range; father-in-law and
mother-in-law, Dale and Judy
Mueth; siblings, Rick (Chrisy)
Range and Jennifer (Marc)
Hoffman; grandfather,
Gilbert (Judy) Litteken; god-
parents, Mark (Karen) Range
and Beth (Dan) McConnell;
and brothers-in-law and sis-
ters-in-law, Sarah (Eric)
Beck, Nic (Sarah) Mueth and
Josh (Nicole) Mueth; along
with aunts and uncles. Be-
sides his father, he is pre-
ceded in death his paternal
grandparents, Virgil and
Norma Range; and maternal
grandmother, Betty Litteken.
Mr. Range attended Ss. Peter
and Paul Catholic Church
and was a member of the Holy
Name Society. Craig was em-
ployed by IDOT. Visitation
was at Quernheim Funeral
Home. Funeral was at Ss.
Peter and Paul Catholic
Church in Waterloo with Fa-
ther Osang Idagbo officiating.
Mr. Range was buried at the
church cemetery. Memorials
may be married to the Range
Memorial Family Trust, c/o
First National Bank of Water-
loo. 

Pauline "Penny" Singleton,
nee Pinkley, 82, of Waterloo,
died Jan. 2, 2016, in Water-

loo. She was born April 23,
1933, in Detroit, Mich. Mrs.
Singleton is survived by her
children, Clifford Louis Sin-
gleton and Patricia Lee
Burns; grandchildren, Keith
Christopher (Jill) Singleton,
Amy Lynn Singleton,
Natasha Marie Burns, Clin-
ton Louis Singleton and Na-
talie Louise Singleton;
great-grandchildren; a twin
sister, Lorine (Shelby) Lash-
ley; and her brother, Howard
(Mary) Pinkley. She was pre-
ceded in death by her hus-
band, Jewell Lee Singleton; a
son, Christopher Ward Sin-
gleton; and a great-grandson
Cameron Curran. Penny was
a second and third grade
teacher in McAllen, Tex. She
was also employed as a nurse
and a Certified Respiratory
Therapy Technician. She re-
ceived medical training
through Medical Self-Help
Training Course, CPR Gradu-
ate School (1967), a Car-
diopulmonary Resuscitation
Course (1983) and Lifedata
Medical Service (Paramedical
Examiner). Through her
skills she served as a camp
nurse at Woodmen Camp of
West Frankfort and volun-
teered at blood banks. Penny
was a Monroe County election
judge and a vice-president of
the Waterloo Sportsman's
Ladies Auxiliary. Mrs. Single-
ton attended St. Paul UCC of
Waterloo. She was a member
of the Noble Grand of Tripp
Rebekah Lodge 642, the Sen-

ior Citizen Club of Waterloo,
Woodmen of the World (Judi-
cial Officer) and the Retired
Senior Volunteer Program.
Visitation and funeral were at
Quernheim Funeral Home
with Pastor Merlyn Lawrence
and Pastor Patrick Singleton
officiating. Mrs. Singleton
was buried at Kolmer Memo-
rial Cemetery. Memorials
may be made to her church or
to Hospice of Southern Illi-
nois.

Eileen M. Wagner, nee
Strautz, 78, of Hecker, died
Feb. 24, 2016, in Red Bud.
She was born Oct. 22, 1937, in
East St. Louis, the daughter
of the late Charles Peter and
Ida K. (nee Thomure) Strautz.
Mrs. Wagner is survived by
her husband, Melvin A. Wag-
ner; children, Fred Wagner,
Charles (Rita) Wagner, Alan
(Barb) Wagner and Patricia
(Dennis) Karban; grandchil-
dren, Terra (Gary) Gabelman,
Nicole (Jeff) Nolen, Cathy
Ruhmann, Lisa Smith, Don-
ald (Amanda) Wagner,
Charles Peter Wagner, Victo-
ria Karban, Michael (Sarah)
Karban, Kaylin Karban, Alli-
son Wagner and Andrew
Wagner; great-grandchildren,
Tyler, Dylan Gabelman,
Jacob and Kora Nolen, Davin

Ruhmann, William and Al-
bert Smith, Alexis and Na-
taleigh Wagner, and Anne
and Oliver Karban; a sister,
Rose Mary Kehrer; and sister-
in-law, Bernice Thompson;
along with nieces, nephews
and cousins. She was pre-
ceded in death by her sister,
Theresa Margaret Hentzel; a
brother; and two sisters in in-
fancy. Mrs. Wagner attended
St. Augustine Catholic
Church of Hecker, where she
was involved in the Altar So-
dality. She was a member of
the Hecker Community Cen-
ter. Visitation was at Quern-
heim Funeral Home. Funeral
was at St. Augustine’s
Catholic Church with Father
Von Deeke officiating. Mrs.
Wagner was buried at the
Hecker City Cemetery. Me-
morials may be made to her
church or to Hospice of South-
ern Illinois.

Guardian Mini 
Self-Storage

300 Rueck St., Columbia
281-5811

Inventory, Cars, Records
Furniture, Boats

On Site Manager • Fenced • Short
& Long Term Rentals • Commer-
cial • Residential • Private Inside
& Outside Storage • Security Sur-
veillance System • Boxes for
Moving • Storage • 24-Hour Ac-
cess • Inside 25-350 S/F 

New Climate Controlled 
Indoor Units

10’ x 12’ • 10’ X 20’

618-281-0-TOW618-281-0-TOW

Need a tow?
Call us any time - 

day or night

& Towing(0-869)

 Carlson Craft Wedding Invitations 
Social Stationery, Custom And Stock Christmas 

Greeting Cards, Custom Post Cards 
 120 N. Main St. / Columbia 

281-8000 / conrad@htc.net / conradol.com 
Fax 281-7969 

Petri Insurance
Agency Inc.
119 W. Mill St.

Waterloo, Ill. 62298
(618) 939-8611

petriund@htc.net

W e want to be your

business partner when it

comes to insurance protec-

tion. Contact us today for

quality business protection

from Auto-Owners Insur-

ance Company. We’ll take

care of your

business insur-

ance while you

take care of busi-

ness.

Life Home Car Business
The “No Problem” People

We make your
business insurance
our business.

COLDWELL BANKER

NESTER
For #1 Franchise Website Visit...

www.coldwellbanker.com
618-281-0400
800-551-0401

Career Information Call Phyllis 624-0400

$257,000
406-1056

Beautifully designed 1-story. 3BR/2BA. Hardwood flooring,
breakfast nook, formal dining  room, Full Bsmt.
Beth Luhr

WATERLOO714 KATIE

216 S. 4TH 
Many updates in this 3BR/2BA.  Wood floors, 
fireplace. Lots of storage.

Rob Mardirosian

DUPO

$94,000
779-9271

Dave Touchette

268 Acres, presently leased for hunting & farm ground,
Logging every 10 years.

COLUMBIA

$2,800,000
973-2819

XXX LEVEE RD.

41.03 Acres just off I-255, presently farm ground, Fu-
ture Development, zoned industrial.

COLUMBIAXXX BIXBY RD.

COUNTRY CROSSING
Level, W/O & cul-de-sac lots in 
established subd.
Claire Leopold

$49,900-$54,900
530-5599

COLUMBIA

2845 CAMP JACKSON RD.

$85,000
978-7231

Great Location! Commercial Business on corner lot!
2,100 SQ FT building. Sold AS-IS
Don Schaefer

CAHOKIA

NEW COMMERCIAL LISTING

207 FLOWER

$120,000
406-1056

3BR/2BA on quiet street. New flooring, doors, appl,
fresh paint. Full Bsmt. Lg yard.

Beth Luhr

WATERLOO

NEW LISTING

LOTS & ACREAGE

$1,928,410
973-2819Dave Touchette
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Valmeyer High School students recognized for Citizenship are are, left to right, Michaela Clifton, Jack
Erickson, Lilyanne Poole and Courtney Mosbacher. 

Valmeyer Grade School and High School students watch the thrilling action at the Ag Olympics. The event was part of National FFA Week. 

Cory Mosbacher hurls a straw bale down the gym floor during the
VHS Ag Olympics. 



The Columbia City Coun-
cil's Committee of the Wholeon
Feb. 22 ruled favorably on archi-
tectural variance request by de-
veloper Junior Frentzel, who is
set to build a No Jacks restau-
rant at 220 Admiral Trost Road. 

The location is roughly be-
tween the Hampton Inn and Re-
liance Bank and would be paired
with an adjacent, physicians of-
fice complex.

Frentzel needs the variance
to incorporate EIFS - sometimes
called "eephus" - material in the
side and posterior elevations of
building. EIFS is similar to
stucco in application and ap-
pearance. The proposed building

otherwise meets all city ma-
sonry-construction standards.

Earlier in February, the Ar-
chitectural Review Committee
ruled in favor of the request.

"I think it fits in well with
what the city has in that area
now," said Frentzel. Frentzel
built the original No Jacks Bar
and Grill in Smithton about five
years ago.

Between the restaurant and
the office building, the shared
lot will have 99 parking spaces.

Alderman Jim Agne, the
council keenest critic on aes-
thetic matters, said the pro-
posed restaurant has "a nice
looking façade."

The full council has yet to
rule on the request.
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No Jacks Coming To Columbia
By Joe Leicht
THE INDEPENDENT

The cities of Columbia and
Dupo plan on joining forces to
lift the region up from the
decade-long economic dol-
drums. This was expressed by
Columbia Economic Develop-
ment Director Paul Ellis dur-
ing a Feb. 25 meeting. 

The Columbia City Coun-
cil's Committee of the Whole
reviewed a resolution support-
ing "joint cooperation and de-
velopment assistance with the
village of Dupo."

As the resolution sets
forth, the two municipalities
have had a number of inter-
ests in common over the past
decade or so. These include the
Interstate 255 interchanges at
Imbs Station Road and Fish
Lake Road in the American
Botton, development interests
attracted that highway corri-
dor, the impact of the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency's threat to de-accredit
the common levee system, the
Union Pacific Railroad yard
and prospects for future devel-
opment as the economy slowly

improves.
Still subject to ratification

by the Columbia City Council
and the Dupo Village Board of
Trustees, the agreement
states that the communities
will:

- Work together on plan-
ning, permitting and market-
ing necessary to achieve
(prudent economic develop-
ment);

- Support each other's ef-
forts to have interchange proj-
ects prioritized and funded;

- Form adjacent tax-incre-
ment finance districts and a
Common Benefit Area;

- Incorporate revenue
sharing into financial projec-
tion;

- Support revenue sharing
as each interchange projects
come on line;

- When feasible, incorpo-
rate the Common Benefit Area
into the American Bottom En-
terprise Zone.

"This is not something
that is binding," said Mayor
Kevin Hutchinson. "It shows a
great faith effort toward our
region."

Columbia Ready To Team With
Dupo On Economic Development
By Joe Leicht
THE INDEPENDENT

Maurice Koesterer 
103 South Main • Columbia, IL 62236
direct: 618/977-8001 • office: 618/281-7621 
mauricer@htc.net

Call Maurice Koesterer
Whether You’re Buying Or Selling...

Waterloo Lion Ken Jackson presents a hearing and vision testing machine to WCUSD Nurse Kay Haudrich. 

The Waterloo Lions Club
has donated a vision and
hearing testing machine to
the Waterloo School District. 

Ken Jackson, a Waterloo
Lion and co-chair of the Lion’s
Regional Eye Care program,
recently presented the ma-
chines to the district. 

Longtime Waterloo Lions

Elmer and Lu Ann Ragland
as well as Jared Nobbe, also
helped facilitate the donation. 

Proceeds for the Lions
purchase of the machine came
from their Candy Days cam-
paign as well as food booths at
local picnics and the County
Fair. 

The state of Illinois re-

quires schools to conduct
hearing and vision screen-
ings. 

“The equipment will be
used for all grade levels,
SPPCS screenings, as well as
pre-K screenings for the com-
munity,” said Carolyn Sabo,
nurse supervisor for the
WCUSD. 

Lions Donate Hearing / Sight Testers To WCUSD

The Gibault Hawkapellas performing at the school’s talent show are, left to right, Rachel Lindauer, Elena
Biske, Grace Floerke, Sarah Lantsberger, Emily Larson, Abby Mueller, Morgan Ladyman and  Jessica Witte-
nauer.   - photo by Gage Wienhoff

Promote Your Business Or Upcoming Event In 
The Independent  • Call 281-8000



The following cases were
adjudicated in Monroe County
Circuit Court in Waterloo the
week of Feb. 11, Judge Dennis
Doyle presiding:

Steven A. Garrison, 36, of
Hillboro, Mo,. pleaded guilty
to unlawful possession of
methamphetamine. Garrison
was sentenced to two years in
a state correctional facility
and credited with 33 days
served in the Monroe County
Jail. The offense occurred Jan.
10.

Edward T. Mitchell, 48, of
Columbia, pleaded guilty to
possession of a controlled sub-
stance. Mitchell was sen-
tenced to two years probation,
credited with two days served
in the Monroe County Jail and
ordered to pay total fine, court
cost and assessment of $915
plus related fees. The offense

occurred Nov. 22 on Clara
Lane at North Main Street;
Columbia Police handled the
incident. A charge of aggra-
vated driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol was dismissed.

Christopher E. Branden-
burger, 32, of Dupo pleaded
guilty to aggravated battery.
Brandenburger was ordered to
pay total fine and court cost of
$190 and to have no contact
with Samantha Ahrens and
given a two-year conditional
release. The offense occurred
Jan. 15.

Eric J. Huggins, 50, of Red
Bud pleaded, guilty to reckless
conduct. Huggins was ordered
to pay total fine and court cost
of $1,800 and placed on one
year court supervision. The vi-
olation occurred Sept. 13.

Dylan M. Young, 24, of
Chester pleaded guilty to re-
tail theft. Young was ordered
to pay total fine and court cost
of $366 plus $139.88 to Water-
loo’s large retailer and placed
on one year court supervision.
The violation occurred Dec. 14
at 961 N. Market St.; Waterloo
Police handled the incident.
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NOTICE OF PROPOSITION VALMEYER
COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DIST. #3
PROPOSITION TO ISSUE $1,500,000

WORKING CASH FUND BONDS

SHALL THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF
VALMEYER COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DIS-
TRICT NUMBER 3, MONROE COUNTY, ILLI-
NOIS, BE AUTHORIZED TO ISSUE $1,500,000
BONDS FOR A WORKING CASH FUND AS PRO-
VIDED FOR BY ARTICLE 20 OF THE SCHOOL
CODE?

YES 
NO

The Polls of said General Primary Election will be
open continuously from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

on
Tuesday, March 15, 2016

From the office of Dennis M. Knobloch Monroe
County Clerk

NOTICE OF PROPOSITION 

COUNTY OF MONROE
SHALL A RETAILERS’ OCCUPATION TAX AND
A SERVICE OCCUPATION TAX (COMMONLY
REFERRED TO AS A “SALES TAX”) BE IM-
POSED IN THE COUNTY OF MONROE, ILLI-
NOIS, AT A RATE OF 1% TO BE USED
EXCLUSIVELY FOR SCHOOL FACILITY PUR-
POSES?

YES 
NO

The Polls of said General Primary Election will be
open continuously from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. on 

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

From the office of Dennis M. Knobloch Monroe
County Clerk

xxxxxxxxxxxx

ELECTION ANNOUNCEMENTS
from the office of

Dennis M. Knobloch, Monroe County Clerk

xxxxxxxxxxxx

GENERAL PRIMARY ELECTION 
MARCH 15, 2016

xxxxxxxxxxxx

EARLY VOTING, BY MAIL AND IN PERSON,
WILL BE AVAILABLE IN THE COUNTY
CLERK’S OFFICE FROM FEBRUARY 4
THROUGH MONDAY, MARCH 14.

xxxxxxxxxxxx

THE COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE WILL BE 
OPEN SATURDAY, MARCH 5 AND SATURDAY,
MARCH 12 FROM 9:00 A.M. TO NOON FOR

EARLY VOTING

xxxxxxxxxxxx

GRACE PERIOD REGISTRATION AND
VOTING WILL BE AVAILABLE IN THE 

COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE 
BEGINNING FEBRUARY 17, 2016

xxxxxxxxxxxx

VOTERS IN PRECINCTS 8, 24, 25 AND 34 WILL
NOW VOTE AT THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IN
COLUMBIA LOCATED AT 1200 VALMEYER
ROAD VOTERS IN PRECINCT 2 (FORMERLY

VOTED AT COLUMBIA CITY HALL) WILL NOW
VOTE AT TURNER HALL

xxxxxxxxxxxx

FIND ELECTION NIGHT RESULTS AT 
www.platinumelectionresults.com

Promote Your Business 
Or Upcoming Event In 

The Independent  • Call 281-8000
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Gregory W. Melching Jr. of Renault has been named to the Dean's
List at McKendree University by maintaining high grades during the
fall semester. Melching is the son of Greg and Shelly Melching of Re-
nault and Robert and Jean Roedl of Waterloo. He is a 2014 graduate
of Waterloo High School. 

Immaculate Conception School students celebrating their first place finish in the Scholastic Bowl are,
left to right, Eli Garcia, Kalia Jerkatis, Katie Grawitch, Ben Traxler, Ryan Gallagher, Kaylum Furlow, Mary Wes-
sel, Jane Whelan, Hannah Janson and Eve Melliere.

Principal For The Day: Ss. Peter and Paul Grade School eighth grader Ashlyn Wightman had the priv-
iledge to be Principal For The Day on Feb. 19. Mrs. Lisa Buchheit was demoted to assistant principal as Ashlyn
was in charge. As per the principal’s orders, students were first treated to a No Uniform Day and asked to
wear tie-die instead. Principal Wightman spent the day lounging about the school, making announcements
and evaluating teachers. She also took a few friends to Applebee’s for lunch – with Assistant Principal Buchheit
footing the bill. After lunch, Principal Wightman talked Mrs. Buchheit into purchasing ice cream for the entire
school. At 3 p.m., order was restored as Mrs. Buchheit took back the reins. Principal For The Day was pur-
chased at last year’s Spring Gala by Sidney’s parents, Steve and Donita Wightman. Steve is an SPPS alum
(Class of 1984).

Immaculate Conception
Grade School took home the first
place trophy in the Mater Dei In-
vitational Scholastic Bowl. The
Crusaders finished on top of the
25-school tournament. 

Kaylum Furlow led the way
for the Crusaders, correctly an-
swering 25 toss-ups.Teammate
Ben Traxler also scored some

critical toss-ups to secure the
win. 

ICS had seven wins on the
day against Edward Fulton of
O’Fallon (twice), Highland Mid-
dle School, St. Mary Centralia,
St. Ann Nashville, Blessed
Sacrament and Amelia Carriel of
O’Fallon. 

The ICS varsity team is 16-

3 on the season. The team in-
cludes Eli Garcia, Kalia Jerkatis,
Katie Grawitch, Ben Traxler,
Ryan Gallagher, Kaylum Fur-
low, Mary Wessel, Jane Whelan,
Hannah Janson and  Eve Mel-
liere. 

Coaches are Tiffany Taylor,
Dan Kassebaum and Jen
Schauster. 

Crusaders Win Scholastic Bowl
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Columbia Middle School’s January Students of the Month are seventh graders Rebekah Riley and Grant
Narzinski, and eighth graders Amanda Koenigstein and Caleb Probst. The Columbia Kiwanis sponsors the
program. 

Columbia Middle School’s January Students of the Month are fifth graders Zachary Wetzel and Natalie
Sturm, and sixth graders Madison Ebner and Alex Patrick. The Columbia Kiwanis sponsors the program. 

CHS’ Mark Sandstrum is congratulated by Todd Osterhage, left, on
being named the school’s January Teacher of the Month. 

Mark Sandstrom of Co-
lumbia High School is the Jan-
uary Teacher Of The Month. 

He was presented the
award by Todd Osterhage, fi-
nancial advisor with Edward
Jones. 

Mark has been with the
Columbia School District for
11 years. He teaches Govern-

ment, Drivers Education and
is the varsity basketball
coach. 

Coach Sandstrum has a
Bachelor of Arts Degree from
Monmouth College. 

In his spare time, Sand-
strum enjoys family activities,
sporting events and rooting
for the Chicago Cubs. 

Sandstrum Is Teacher Of The Month

Waterloo Sportsman’s Club
2016 Lenten Fish Fries

Fridays • February 12th, 19th, 26th
March 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th
Serving 4 pm - 8:30 pm
Carry Outs Available

4903 Sportsman Rd, 3 miles south of Waterloo, right
on Sportsman’s Road, 3 miles off Route 3

458-9927

Menu
Plates

Fish, Shrimp or Chicken Strips
Includes Fries and Slaw

Fish per pound
Fish Sandwich
Shrimp
Chicken Strips

Mac & Cheese
Meatless Spaghetti
Hush Puppies
French Fries
Mozzy Sticks

Cheese Fries
Onion Rings
Slaw
Poppers
Mushrooms

www.waterloosportsmansclub.org
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