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WE'RE CONNECTED

The Spirit of St. Louis Women’s Fund
is a component fund of The Greater
St. Louis Community Foundation and a
member of the Women’s Collective
Giving Grantmakers Network,
a growing, nationwide group of more
than 30 organizations similar to our
Fund and with more than 6,000
members altogether.

November Newsletter

A Message of Thanks from Our President   
Greetings members and friends!

Unbelievable how quickly November
has rolled around! This is generally
the time when we reflect back on the
year and, for most of us, realize just
how good things are.

Perfect? Not necessarily, but GOOD.

Our basics are being satisfied on a
daily basis--food to eat; health; a
comfortable, safe place to call home;
adequate clothing; family and
friends-things that make life good.
And, for that, I am personally grateful
and humbled.

I am also grateful to be part of SOS,
this collective-giving organization that allows me to support others
in our community as they pursue the good life.  

Our grantee stories remind us that we are not just giving money
away. Instead, every dollar we grant is a deliberate, cautiously
evaluated investment into the future of a better St. Louis region.

To each of the 70 plus organizations who have received a grant
from SOS - THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!

Day in and day out, you are the ones who are doing the real work
and for that we are all grateful.

Providing grants through our annual membership gifts is one of our
basic tenets, a founding principle by which we are growing our
legacy as a major grant-making organization in St. Louis. I am
grateful that we are at a point in our history where we recognize the
need to secure that legacy. Our endowed fund has been
established for that purpose.  

We can't know what the future holds, but the endowed fund gives
each of us opportunity to ensure that what we're doing today will
continue to have exponential effect long after we are all gone.

Turning good into greater good...that's why we give together.

CONTACT US

NEWS & EVENTSAPPLY FOR A GRANTIMPACTMEMBERSJOIN USABOUT US



Happy Thanksgiving!

Yours in spirit, 

Gwen Wesley
President

Why We Give Together
At the heart of SOS is a belief that when we come together we are
stronger, better and can do more. Collective giving fills the spaces

between us with common purpose. 

We've decided there is no one better to share this message than you,
our members.  That's why we'll be sharing some quotes from you in our

newsletters, and in our other marketing efforts. We hope you enjoy
them.  

In the words of our members:

Message from Terri Beaty, Treasurer

The Finance Committee would
like to invite members to join our
committee.  

Please contact me if you would
be willing to help:
Activities for Finance generally occur in
January, February and March as we do the
financial reviews for our agencies' site visits.
We will have a session specifically for those
who want to do the financial reviews in early
December.Doing this work is really interesting
and often inspiring as we see firsthand how
agencies allocate resources to provide much
needed services to the people they
serve.terrib2@sbcglobal.net.

SOS Honored by The Little Bit Foundation
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The Little Bit Foundation honored SOS at their 15th Anniversary
gala:

"Their (SOS) show of support as one of our earliest large donors
helped validate our devotion to strengthening the community through
thoughtful programming and responsible stewardship."

Gwen Wesley accepts
the honor from The

Little Bit Foundation on
the behalf of all

members of SOS.

Social Media Corner

Keep Up the Good Work on Social!
We're continuing to
have great success with
SOS members
supporting and
promoting our
organization through
Facebook.

Thanks to YOU, we're getting noticed! 

We now have 216 Facebook followers or "Likes" and an average of
30 members and/or followers viewing and sharing our posts weekly.
Many of our posts our reaching between 150 to 450 people. The
most recent post with the highest reach was the "Missouri Common
Grant Application: Free Orientation for Nonprofits" event reaching
456 people.

Here are a few tips on how you can continue to spread the word
about SOS using Facebook.

1. If you haven't visited the SOS Facebook page, please go to 
https://www.facebook.com/soswomensfund  and "Like" our page.

2. Expand the reach of our  Facebook posts by clicking the "Share"
button on upcoming events, newsletters, "Why We Give" grantee
features, and event follow up posts. By clicking "Share", you can
choose to share our posts with all of your Facebook friends or select
individual friends. 

3. Write a comment on one of our Facebook posts by simply clicking
the "Comment" button under a post and sharing your thoughts about
an event you attended. You can also select the camera button on the
comment line to add photos. If you don't have a comment or photo,
just simply hit the "Like" button.

Questions?



Please contact Amy Garrison at amy.garrison@brandvirtuellc.com or

Caroli Fresta at caroli@n2itco.com

Message from Amy Inman, Grants
Letter of Inquiry (LOI) Review Teams
Final Meeting will be November 16
at 3 pm at St. Louis Community
Foundation Office to select the
agencies moving to Site Visits.

Thank you to all our volunteers
willing to read these initial grant
applications! 
.

"When the Bough Breaks" Sparks 

Thoughtful Discussion for SOS Members
Thanks to SOS member & documentary filmmaker, Jill Evans
Petzall, Sister Jackie Toben and Whitney Grant of SOS Grantee,
Let's Start, for engaging SOS members in a thoughtful discussion on
the impact of incarceration on mothers and children.

Members gathered to view Petzall's film, "When the Bough Breaks"
and held a discussion afterward.   

Jill Evans Petzall, Whitney Grant and Sister Jackie Toben

SOS Discusses Breaking Down Barriers to
Close the Wage Gap

SOS members and guests gathered to learn about the YWCA



Genevieve Friedman and
Felice Joyce

Women's Economic Stability
Partnership.

Genevieve Friedman, program
manager, explained how women in
low-income jobs can become
trapped in a cycle of poverty -- and
how this program works to provide
the skills and resources necessary
to break out.

Thanks to Berta James for hosting
this event and to our Education &
Membership Committees for
shedding light on this important
issue.

Welcome New Members to SOS!

Thank you for your commitment to an organization that goes way
beyond

your grant dollars!

YOU are the secret to our success!  

Welcome:

Carla Patterson is Managing Director, Portfolio Development at Nestlé
Purina. In addition to a busy career, she and her husband, Todd, have
three very active young daughters. Carla was introduced to SOS by

member, Rebecca Schulz. So happy to have you with us, Carla!

Michelene "Mickey" Robertaccio was starting a new chapter in her
life, looking for ways to get more actively involved in the community
when she heard about SOS. After attending the Documentary and

Discussion, "When the Bough Breaks," she knew she wanted to be a
part of SOS. We are so glad to have you with us, Mickey!

Claire Schenk is a partner at Thompson Coburn where she advocates
for clients in the areas of health care fraud and abuse, False Claims

Act litigation and other complex white-collar civil litigation. She is active
in the community, volunteering her time and talent to several

organizations, including being co-founder of the Healthcare Business
Women's Association. Thanks for joining SOS, Claire!

Member News

In addition to welcoming our new members, we would like to
recognize the accomplishments of our current members.  

If you have news to report about yourself or another member, please
send an email to: chris.schmiz@mac.com
Gwen Packnett (member since 2013) is the newly elected
President of the Women's Society of Washington University.
Congratulations, Gwen!

Kathy Bargeon (member since 2016) has joined the Board of
Directors as Secretary for the MOSAICS Missouri Festival for the
Art. Established in 1994, MOSAICS is an annual art festival
dedicated to highlighting the importance of fine art and culture in
our community. Kathy is also a volunteer for 100 Neediest Cases.



Collective Giving For Girls 8 to 12

Do you know any girl in grade 8-12 that
may be interested in collective giving?

Girls Giving, the youth initiative of the Spirit
of St. Louis Women's Fund, is kicking off its
third year. So far the group has awarded
grants to Caring for Kids ($3000) and
Caroline Mission ($3600). Plus, new
friendships and leadership skills are just two

of the extra benefits of being a part of this group.

Any girl interested in joining Girls Giving please contact Kathy Frost,
kfrost326@gmail.com or 314.302.0758.

Any girl in grade 8-12 is invited to be a part of a collective giving effort.
Each girl gives $100 to the grant pool. The group learns about grants
and nonprofits and participates in site visits.

For more information, please visit our website, www.stlgirlsgiving.org .

Upcoming Events

Monday, November 14 - SOS Happy Hour at the St. Louis
Community Foundation 

Come see how this historic building is taking on new life and learn how
SOS is making an impact in our community through our grant-making.
Register here .

Wednesday, November 16 - LOI Team Leader Meeting

3 p.m. at St. Louis Community Foundation offices.

Friday, December 2 - Holiday Gathering

Additional details to come.   


