
Newsletters

December 2016
November 2016
October 2016
September 2016
August 2016
May 2016
April 2016
February 2016
January 2016
December 2015
November 2015
October 2015
September 2015
August 2015
June 2015
May 2015
April 2015
March 2015
February 2015
November 2014
September 2014
August 2014
June 2014
May 2014
April 2014
March 2014
February 2014
January 2014
December 2013
November 2013
October 2013
September 2013
August 2013
July 2013
June 2013
May 2013
April 2013
March 2013
February 2013
January 2013
November 2012

WE'RE CONNECTED

The Spirit of St. Louis Women’s Fund
is a component fund of The Greater
St. Louis Community Foundation and a
member of the Women’s Collective
Giving Grantmakers Network,
a growing, nationwide group of more
than 30 organizations similar to our
Fund and with more than 6,000
members altogether.

December Newsletter

A Look Back At Our Achievements
Greetings members and friends!

In just a few more weeks, we'll be
looking at 2016 in our rearview
mirrors, the year of our 10th
anniversary!

Throughout the year, we gathered to
educate ourselves on community
issues like closing the wage gap for
women and "For the Sake of All"
initiative.

We read and discussed "Do More
Than Give" and "Raising Charitable
Children." We viewed and discussed
the documentary "When the Bough
Breaks." We got clarity on "why" we
give through an "insight mining"
project.

We shared our personal "aha" moments - awakenings triggered by
grantees who gave us a peek into the impressive work they are
able to do because of a SOS grant.

The dollar amount of our 2016 grants was $188,042 to 11 different
agencies. Total grants to-date: $1,866,542 through 70 agencies.
Behind those numbers are real people - thousands of girls, boys,
men and women whose lives have been positively impacted by our
collective giving. That's good stuff!

Our 2016/2017 grant cycle kicked off with the vetting of 198 letters
of interest-the highest in our history. And for the first time SOS will
offer one three-year renewable grant with potential value of
$100,000.

We welcomed 30 new members (so far) and thanked others for
their past support. We became more "tech savvy" to reach different
audiences through social media. BTW... if you have not already
done so, "like" us on FACEBOOK and share SOS posts with your
social media friends and acquaintances. Please know that all
women are welcome to join us.

We filled a part-time marketing and communications specialist role
to strengthen communications. The benefits of this role are
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evidenced by our grantee stories, newsletters, and our enhanced
website.

To sustain this role and to further secure the future of SOS, our
endowed fund was established with 100 percent participation of the
board.

Of course, the picture wouldn't be complete if we did not also
recognize the impact we've had on each other. For many of us, our
paths would have never crossed had it not been for our collective
desire to work together through SOS for the betterment of our
community. We have dubbed ourselves "sisters of the heart" and
for good reason.

The year of 2016 was a very good year. Here's to 2017 and beyond
as we continue our journey!

Turning good into greater good...that's why we give together.

Yours in spirit, 

Gwen Wesley
President

Why We Give Together
At the heart of SOS is a belief that when we come together we are
stronger, better and can do more. Collective giving fills the spaces

between us with common purpose. 

We've decided there is no one better to share this message than you,
our members.  That's why we'll be sharing some quotes from you in our

newsletters, and in our other marketing efforts. We hope you enjoy
them.  

In the words of our members:

Please Sign Up To Do Site Visits
Of the 198 nonprofits that submitted Letters of Inquiry for our 2017
grants, 40 agencies have been selected for site visits. Thanks to the
SOS members who served on these teams that read all of those letters!

New teams of SOS members will begin site visits in mid-January and we
hope you will participate this year! Please sign up by January 4th.
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The schedule will be as follows:

January 9 - 4:30-5:30 All Site Visit Team Member Orientation &
Training at St. Louis Community Foundation Office, #2 Oak Knoll Park,
Clayton, MO 63105 (Site Visit Team Leaders Meet at 4-4:30 for a
pre-meeting)
January 12 - SOS Finance 101, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. at Buckingham Asset
Management Conference Room. 8182 Maryland Avenue, Suite 500
Clayton, MO 63105 Further your expertise as a philanthropist by
understanding how a non-profit is financially performing. 
March 31 - Site Visit Team Summaries and Recommendations Due

Please go to http://www.spiritstlwomensfund.org/ to join the Site Visit
teams. Login as a member, then click on "Member Menu" then "Join
Committees". Select the checkbox next to "Site Visit".

Remember to sign up by January 4th. If you would like to be a team
leader, let us know!

For more information on site visits and site visit teams, contact Grants
Committee Chair Amy Inman at amyinman@yahoo.com or Vice-Chair
Berta James at bertajames@outlook.com.

Why We Give Together - How Giving

Circles Are Changing Philanthropy
"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens
can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has."

- Margaret Mead

Americans are becoming more philanthropic.

In 2015, charitable donations hit a record for a second year in a row, an
estimated $373.25 billion. Collective Giving Circles, like SOS, are a
growing part of the philanthropic landscape. Academic literature is just
beginning to explore this kind of giving, but here's what we know so far:

Donors in giving circles give more, give more strategically, and are
more engaged in their communities.

Giving circles serve as a path to developing women as leaders, offering
members meaningful work in a democratically-run organization

To learn more about giving circles - and why our own members choose
to belong to SOS, please attend our January 18 meeting,
Understanding the How, What and Why of Collective Giving.
Register here.  

This would be a great opportunity to introduce women to the power and
joy of coming together to build a stronger community. So please bring
friends and spread the word!

Social Media Corner

Keep Up the Good Work on Social!

Don't forget to "Like" us
on Facebook and "Connect" to us
on LinkedIn via our website at 
www.spiritstlwomensfund.org

Here are a few tips on how you



can continue to spread the word about SOS using Facebook.

1. If you haven't visited the SOS Facebook page, please go to 
https://www.facebook.com/soswomensfund  and "Like" our page.

2. Expand the reach of our  Facebook posts by clicking the "Share"
button on upcoming events, newsletters, "Why We Give" grantee
features, and event follow up posts. By clicking "Share", you can
choose to share our posts with all of your Facebook friends or select
individual friends. 

3. Write a comment on one of our Facebook posts by simply clicking
the "Comment" button under a post and sharing your thoughts about
an event you attended. You can also select the camera button on the
comment line to add photos. If you don't have a comment or photo,
just simply hit the "Like" button.

Questions?
Please contact Amy Garrison at amy.garrison@brandvirtuellc.com or

Caroli Fresta at caroli@n2itco.com

SOS Members Celebrate Happy Hour at
St. Louis Community Foundation

The St. Louis Community
Foundation hosted more
than 70 attendees, including
SOS members and 19
guests, at a special happy
hour at their new location
nestled in Oak Knoll Park in
Clayton on Monday,
November 14.
SOS members and guests
enjoyed touring the St Louis
Community Foundation's
new home, a beautifully-
renovated stone mansion
dating back to 1929.

Donor Services Manager Wendy Witte provided an informative
presentation on the history of the St. Louis Community Foundation
and our long-standing partnership in the community.

WCGN National Conference in March

The Women's Collective
Giving Grantmakers
Network (WCGN), of
which SOS is a
member, will be hosting
their 6th National



Susan Block and Susan Block, both
members of SOS.

Conference in
Jacksonville, Florida. All
members of SOS are
invited to attend this
event, "Women Together Making Waves."

This is a great way to learn from our sister organizations and
celebrate women-powered giving. We hope to have a group from
SOS to bring some St. Louis Spirit to Jacksonville!

Register here: http://www.wcgn-network.org/conferences
All members of SOS are members of the WCGN, so be sure to sign
on the reduced member rate of $450.

The WCGN is more than 13,000 women strong, granting more than
$80 million to nonprofit organizations throughout the U.S. Their 48
member organizations are in 24 states, in cities of all sizes, each
group dedicated to transforming their community, as are we.

SOS Members Celebrate the Season
at Annual Holiday Gathering 

The spirit of SOS filled the
air at our annual holiday
gathering, as we greeted
friends, old and new.

Thanks to Susan Block,
for graciously hosting the
event and to our
membership committee
for providing a bountiful
array of goodies.

Jan Abrams, Program
Director for Caring for
Kids, the 2014 grantee of
Girl's Giving, talked about
the urgent needs of at-risk
children in our community
- and how the things we
sometimes take for
granted, like having a
safe, clean bed, are all
often missing from their
lives.

It was a poignant reminder
that there is work to be
done - and the next
generation of women is
rising up together to do
what needs to be done.

At left: Jan Abrams,
Program Director for Caring
for Kids, the 2014 Girl's
Giving grantee, addresses
the group.

Welcome New Members to SOS!

Thank you for your commitment to an organization that goes way
beyond

your grant dollars!



YOU are the secret to our success!  

Welcome:
Mary Gentsch is residential real estate agent with Coldwell Banker
Gundaker. Her first career was in nursing, where she worked in a

variety of operating rooms for 17 years. She is an active community
volunteer, serving on the Executive Board for SLCH Friends and is a

member of the Epworth Friends committee. Welcome, Mary!

Member News

In addition to welcoming our new members, we would like to
recognize the accomplishments of our current members.  

If you have news to report about yourself or another member, please
send an email to: chris.schmiz@mac.com
Gwen Wesley, our SOS president, joined the chorus at the St.
Louis Symphony's "Gospel Christmas" performance on December
8, bringing soul-stirring music to a sold out-crowd at Powell Hall.
Such a lovely way to celebrate the season, Gwen!

Collective Giving For Girls 8 to 12

Do you know any girl in grade 8-12 that
may be interested in collective giving?

Girls Giving, the youth initiative of the Spirit
of St. Louis Women's Fund, is in its third
year. So far the group has awarded grants
to Caring for Kids ($3000) and Caroline
Mission ($3600). Plus, new friendships and
leadership skills are just two of the extra

benefits of being a part of this group.

Any girl interested in joining Girls Giving please contact Kathy Frost,
kfrost326@gmail.com or 314.302.0758.

Any girl in grade 8-12 is invited to be a part of a collective giving effort.
Each girl gives $100 to the grant pool. The group learns about grants
and nonprofits and participates in site visits.

For more information, please visit our website, www.stlgirlsgiving.org .

Upcoming Events

Monday, January 9 - All Site Visit Team Member Orientation
& Training 

All site visit team members meet from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Jan. 9 at the St.
Louis Community Foundation Office, #2 Oak Knoll Park, Clayton. Site
visit team leaders meet from 4 to 4:30 p.m. for a pre-meeting. Please
contact Amy Inman at amyinman@yahoo.com for more information.

Thursday, January 12 - SOS Finance 101

Understand how to evaluate an agency's 990 tax forms as well as
further your expertise as a philanthropist by understanding how a
non-profit is financially performing. 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. Jan. 12 at
Buckingham Asset Management Conference Room. 8182 Maryland
Avenue, Suite 500 in Clayton. Recommended for Site Visit Members.
Please RSVP here. Contact Amy Inman at amyinman@yahoo.com for
more information.

Wednesday, January 18 - Understanding the How, What
and Why of Collective Giving

SOS Member Presentation: Understanding the How, What and Why of



Collective Giving, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. at the Center of Clayton. Learn more
and register here.   


