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“There can be no keener revelation of a society's soul            

than the way in which it treats its children.” 

- Nelson Mandela 



―CASA went to work for this family, 

advocating that they loved and were 

dedicated to providing a loving and  

protective home for their great-

granddaughter. This little girl is the 

Little Princess and the delight of the 

entire family.  The great             

grandparents and the father credit 

CASA’s involvement for the reason 

they  have their little girl.‖ 
 

- Carol P., CASA, St. Clair County 



―We realized we were    

making an impact in the 

life of a CASA child when 

the child began to greet us 

at the door with a smile 

and an enthusiasm to 

share a new experience 

with a close friend.‖ 

 

    -  Walt & Georgia, CASAs,         
 Madison County 

 



―The first time I felt like I was      

making an impact on the kids was 

when they confided in me and     

trusted me and talked to me about 

certain things they could not talk to 

their family members about.‖ 

 

      - Corey, CASA, St. Clair County 



―I received a thank you letter from 

one of the kids. I’d given him a new 

Lego set for his birthday and I     

suspect that in his whole life he’d 

never gotten a new toy before. At 9, 

he’d only had hand-me-downs and 

Goodwill toys. When he got that 

box, he put the things in it and took 

them out again and again just so he 

could re-experience it.‖ 

 

- Annie, CASA, St. Clair County 



―From the moment I learned 

about CASA’s founding by 

Judge Milton Wharton and 

Gary Trentman; its’ urgent 

mission; its’ dedicated    

leadership, staff and           

volunteers; and its’ ability to 

improve/transform the lives 

of abused and neglected 

children – I knew that I   

wanted to serve the         

CASA board.‖ 

- Darlene, CASA Board Member                

St. Clair County 

 



―I’ve always wanted to be a social 

worker. When I heard about CASA, I 

found out I could still make a       

difference in people’s lives.           

Allowing me to volunteer, makes me 

feel free and want to do more.‖  

- April, CASA, St. Clair County 

 



―I realized I wanted to be a CASA volunteer when I was 

told that they needed Spanish speakers.‖ 

 - Alan, CASA, St. Clair County 



―While making my last visit - one of the boys told me 

I was the person he has known the longest in his 

life.  It was a startling and revealing statement that 

I was the only constant in his life.  The responsibility 

of my CASA oath seemed suddenly overwhelming.‖ 

 - Cheryl, CASA, Madison County 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
―I realized I was making an impact 

in the life of CASA children when I 

was assigned to a case involving six 

children in foster care. I worked 

with the family for four years and 

aided in the adoption process.‖  

           
- Clara, CASA, St. Clair County 



―As a father and grandfather, I 

was appalled at the number of 

child abuse and neglect cases I 

saw on the news or read about in 

the newspaper. I see that in      

today’s world many, through no 

fault of their own, are not          

receiving the love and care that 

many of us take for granted.   

These children need a voice and 

if I can somehow make a           

difference in their lives I feel it  

is the very least I can do.‖ 
 

  - Terry, CASA, Madison County 



"When my 12-year-old CASA 

child called me from school 

and asked me to come see her 

at school. . .she needed help in  

reporting the abuse she was  

experiencing in that (foster) 

home.  I met her at school, and 

together we reported it.  She 

was moved from that home     

immediately, that day, and she 

never had to go there again. 

She is happily situated in        

another foster home now.           

I realized that she has no one 

else in her life who is solely     

focused on her and her          

well-being." 

- Julie, CASA, St. Clair County 

―The CASA kid I have, his          

academics were very low.              

I would tell him that he had to 

get his grades up. Now, he has 

really improved. His grades 

came up and the teacher said 

he has not been a behavior        

problem. I felt so good when 

she said you have really 

helped.‖  

- Andrew, CASA,St. Clair County 
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  ―In my case, I’ve got an    

older teenage boy, and it’s 

good   to see how he’s      

overcome and living a very 

normal  teenage life — to see 

him have the  wherewithal to 

be a  productive member of          

society.‖ 

 - Ben, CASA,  

 St. Clair County 

 



―I've always had a drive to  

help those who are                  

disenfranchised or are in the 

toughest of  situations -         

especially children, who are 

the most vulnerable of the 

community.  I knew                  

immediately being a CASA was 

the right volunteer fit for me.    

I saw that I could use my skills 

and abilities, and deep        

concern for abused and         

neglected children, to make a 

real and lasting positive         

impact in a child's life.‖ 

 

- Sarah, CASA, St. Clair County 

 



―Many people want to make a    

difference in the world, but I want 

to make a difference in someone's 

world. These children who are     

going through the system feel as 

though they have been abandoned 

and no one wants them. I want 

them to realize that there is at 

least one person in their life that 

will  continue to be there and help 

them find their way in this big 

scary world.‖   

  

- Kayla, CASA, St. Clair County 

 



―When I delivered school     

supplies to the kids                  

individually, it was like     

Christmas to them. I could 

have cried.‖ 

- Ted, CASA, St. Clair County 



―I want to be a link to help a child 

see that what appears to be        

misshapen, broken pieces of life, 

can be transformed into a beautiful 

mosaic when viewed from the    

proper perspective. If you can 

change the perception, you can 

change the experience.‖  

 - Wanda, CASA, Madison County 

 

 



"When the justice system prosecuted 

my CASA child's offender, my child was            

validated and justice prevailed." 

- Patti, CASA , St. Clair County 



 

―I felt I had a direct impact when I advocated for an infant to 

receive early intervention services. As a retired speech and 

language pathologist, I realize the earlier therapies can be  

initiated the better it is for the child.‖ 

                     - Mary Ann, CASA, St. Clair County 



―I wanted to give back and to help kids.‖  

- Willie, CASA, St. Clair County 

 

 



―My very first case involved a toddler with special  

medical needs.  All of a sudden I found myself the 

only consistent person in his life.  I felt a very heavy 

responsibility to understand his unique needs and 

make the right recommendations to the court.‖   

 - Carol B., CASA, St. Clair County 



―It just makes me sad that there 

are families that don’t have the 

advantages - that don’t have good 

parenting skills. It’s certainly an 

eye opener and it makes you       

realize how many kids are out 

there that really need help.        

It’s been a really worthwhile       

experience.‖ 

- Barbara, CASA, Madison County 



―Being a CASA volunteer has been         

difficult, yet rewarding at the same time. 

I may lose sleep worrying about my CASA 

kids but it’s nothing compared with what 

they are worried about.  As a CASA, I give 

children hope when at times they may 

think life is hopeless.‖ 

- Annette, CASA, St. Clair County 

 

 



―The most emotional and difficult case  

I had involved the removal of a brother 

and sister from a foster home they had 

lived in for three years.  Fortunately, 

they had a younger sister who had been 

placed in care at birth and her foster       

parents agreed to take them also.  I 

think of them often and pray they have a 

successful and fulfilling life.‖ 

- Tonietta, CASA, St. Clair County 



―My favorite moment as a volunteer 

was when I was visiting with my     

little person and I suggested we 

read a book together.  She crawled 

up in my lap and we began…‖ 

- Betty, CASA, St. Clair County 

 



―I’ve been a CASA for 12 years 

in April and I’ve had 34 CASA 

kids. You get attached to them 

and they become part of your 

life. I got to see a baby born.  

I’ve been to baptisms, weddings 

and graduations, and I get        

Christmas cards with pictures.  

It’s the most rewarding thing 

I’ve ever done.  If I wasn’t         

almost 75 I’d keep doing it       

for another 20 years or so.‖     

   - Chris, CASA, Monroe County 



―I realized that I wanted to be a CASA after 

my friend who is a caseworker shared her 

stories about the kids that she works with. 

I asked her about ways I could help at this 

point in my life and she told me about 

CASA. I knew that it was something I   

wanted to do immediately.‖  

 -  Natalie, CASA, Madison County 



 Our mission is to recruit, train, supervise and support volunteers who 

advocate for the best interest of abused and neglected children in the 

court system in order to reduce the physical, emotional, intellectual 

and social impact of child maltreatment.  Thank you for supporting 

CASA of Southwestern Illinois and volunteering your time to make a 

lasting impact in the lives of local children. 

Images in this book are copyrighted by Istock photo. Individuals are models and are 

not actual CASA families. 


