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Gibault Students Now Have The Option Of Taking E-Learning Credit Courses

By Bevrany Prange
THE INDEPTNDINT

Starting this month, st
dents at Gibault Cathole High
School in Waterloo will have
the oplsoe o take sew online
classes in & varety of subjects,
from aceanography to
Mandarin Chinese.

Gibault administrators are
adding moce “o-dearning” cours-
s 20 their cumculum, sxpand-
ing on what the traditioaal
classroom can offer to students,

Students will be able to
take additsccal elective coursos
that are not currently in the
standard curriculum, In adds.
ton te Mandana Chinese and
cceanography, studenls can
choose from a tetal of 13 dulffers
ent courses On lopics soch s
mternatiooal business, java
programming and digaal pho-
tography.

Gabault has partseced with
IMinces Virtual School, an inati.
tution accredited by the state
that employs certified, highly-
qualified teachers.

Though these courses are
offerod wolely enline, (abault

faculty member Heather
Johnson will mentor students
who choose an online course
and bhelp them stay oa schedule
1o complete the course by May
19,

However,  students need
speaific help during the course.
they can ask the ocnline lastrucs
Lor via emadl, inatant swessag-
ing. real-time chat, Facetizwe or
Skype, Students can also call
the online instructor with
pressing Questions

Gibault will ssue high
school credit for a completed
ORI,

The school plans to expand
the course offerings for the
20152016 schood year.

“The :dea s that in about
two years our own teachers
would be writing their own
online courses. so students
oould take those classen caline,
oponing their schoedules up for
other oppoctunities,” said
Patricia Herzing, director of
enrollment and teacher ot
Gebault "The goal is 1o use this
time 10 let our toachers Lo have
the time and the weative o
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Gibault teachers Patricia Herzing and Matt Schwelzer discuss the school’s eLeaming pro-

gram fo folks aftending the National Catholic Education Assodiation’s regional meeting in subur-

ban Chicago.
write their own online classen™
Gibaglt  teachers  and

administrators have been rece
ognired locally and sationally
for their effoets 1o use cutling-
edge technology asd embrace o-
earming opportunities,

Last fall. Principal Russ
Hart and teachers Matt
Schweizer and Herzing pree
setlod to the National Cathalie
Education Association regional

meeting held in  suburban
Chicago
The presentation

explaizmed Cabault's wee of tech-
nology to replace traditional
snow days. The wohool utilizes

an electronic management syw
tem, My Big Campus, to pro-
vide stodests with productive
learning oppoetunities outside
the classroom

This allows stodents 1o log
on asywhere with a Wi-Fi con-
pection and do work on their
sudien, Schwewer saod.

“Every teacher who has
classen for that day axsigns a
day's worth of graded, mean-
ingful work” Schweizer saad.
"The curriculum continues
regardioss, just like it was any
other day,”

In  November, Gibault
teachers shared their sew

appreach to snow days with
teachers from Lutheran high
schools im St. Louis,

The presestation was so
well received that Gibault was

invited 0 presest to the
Midwest Conference for
Lutheran High Scheols on
Febeuary 27, 2015. Fifteen

Lutheran high schools from
soveral states throughout the
Midwest will be at the confer-
ence.

The snow day concept
worked so well, s fact, it has
lod to the mew e-loarning cppor-
tunities offered for the coming
semmester, Schweazer sid
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with their annual Chrisimas Concart. This was the Sest pedformance 50 new SPPS band and
music teachar, Bryan Muslier. conter, During the concert, Mary Ellen Koeninger, right. plays the
xySophoos



