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WE'RE CONNECTED

The Spirit of St. Louis Women’s Fund
is a component fund of The Greater
St. Louis Community Foundation and a
member of the Women’s Collective
Giving Grantmakers Network,
a growing, nationwide group of more
than 30 organizations similar to our
Fund and with more than 6,000
members altogether.

January Newsletter

Putting Knowledge Into Action 
In 2015, we conducted a
quantitative survey to
better understand what's
important to the women of
SOS. Here's a synopsis of
what we learned and how
we put that learning into
action in 2016.

WHAT WE LEARNED:

Most women are
introduced to SOS through a friend. They become members
because they want to participate in a collective giving organization
and learn about area agencies. The women of SOS also appreciate
that they are able to choose their degree of involvement.

Our members want to be informed about the impact our grants are
making in the community and appreciate educational programs like
the "Discovering Our Community" series. The Spirit Awards &
Holiday Social Gathering also gets high marks. People prefer email
communications; most do read the newsletter regularly and check
in occasionally on our web site.

PUTTING LEARNING INTO ACTION:

To bring more friends together, we instituted our "10 X 10" program
for our 10th anniversary year, asking members to host small
gatherings in their homes (approximately 10 friends) to introduce
women to SOS. Several gatherings were held and as a result, more
women joined. We also encourage members to bring guests to all
of our SOS events. Our Membership & Education committees work
hard to make sure we have a variety of programs so we can appeal
to a broad spectrum of people.

To learn more about area agencies, all of our events now include a
speaker from an area nonprofit. In addition, we've started doing
monthly profiles of our current grantees so our members can
witness in real time the impact of our collective giving. To further
our understanding of area issues, "Discovering Our Community"
events are now held every year (vs. every other year).

Our web site and brochure have been updated and our Impact
committee reports out every six months on that year's grantees.
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WHAT'S NEXT:

Now that we know what
and how, we've been
talking to our members to
learn more about the
why's of collective giving.
That's where the spirit
comes in.

To be inspired (as we
were) by our own
membership, and to learn
more about this growing
philanthropic movement,
join us on Wednesday,
January 18, 5:30 - 7:30
p.m. at the Center of

Clayton as we discuss "Understanding The How, What And Why Of
Collective Giving." Click here to sign up.

Why We Give Together
At the heart of SOS is a belief that when we come together we are
stronger, better and can do more. Collective giving fills the spaces

between us with common purpose. 

We've decided there is no one better to share this message than you,
our members.  That's why we'll be sharing some quotes from you in our

newsletters, and in our other marketing efforts. We hope you enjoy
them.  

In the words of our members:

Interested in Joining the SOS Board?
As a member-driven organization, serving on the board is a meaningful
way to help strengthen our SOS community and the people we serve.

If you are interested, or know another member who would be willing to
join our Board, please contact Kathy Frost, Chair of the Nominating
Committee, kfrost326@gmail.com or 314-302-0758.

Discovering Our Community -
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 Ready by 21 
The statistics are all too grim. Nationally
only four out of 10 of our children are
ready for college, work and life. Two in 10
are deeply under-prepared or off track.

In some parts of our community, the
numbers are even worse. The problem is
deep and multi-faceted and while no one
organization may be able to affect this
cradle-to-career issue alone, our
community can and is coming together collectively to produce
large-scale lasting social change.

Ready by 21 St. Louis is a community-driven, collaborative effort to
ensure that all young people in the City of St. Louis, St. Louis County
and St. Charles County have the support they need to be productive,
connected, healthy and safe.

A proven national program,
Ready by 21 provides clear
standards to achieve collective
impact, tools and solutions to
help leaders make progress
and ways to measure and
track success along the way.

It can take years to improve
child and youth outcomes on a
large scale. But Ready by 21
has helped leaders across the
country make demonstrable
changes quickly, creating the
shared accountability needed
to chart and stay the course to
improve the odds for children
and youth.

At our 'Discovering Our
Community' event on March 9,

we will take a deeper dive into Ready by 21 St. Louis. As a prelude, we
encourage members to read Helping Children Succeed, What Works
and Why by Paul Tough - and join our book discussion on January 31.
Register for the book discussion here. 

Stay tuned for further details about the March 9 event.

Social Media Corner

Keep Up the Good Work on Social!

Don't forget to "Like" us
on Facebook and "Connect" to us
on LinkedIn via our website at 
www.spiritstlwomensfund.org

Here are a few tips on how you
can continue to spread the word about SOS using Facebook.

1. If you haven't visited the SOS Facebook page, please go to 
https://www.facebook.com/soswomensfund  and "Like" our page.

2. Expand the reach of our  Facebook posts by clicking the "Share"
button on upcoming events, newsletters, "Why We Give" grantee



features, and event follow up posts. By clicking "Share", you can
choose to share our posts with all of your Facebook friends or select
individual friends. 

3. Write a comment on one of our Facebook posts by simply clicking
the "Comment" button under a post and sharing your thoughts about
an event you attended. You can also select the camera button on the
comment line to add photos. If you don't have a comment or photo,
just simply hit the "Like" button.

Questions?
Please contact Amy Garrison at amy.garrison@brandvirtuellc.com or

Caroli Fresta at caroli@n2itco.com

Welcome New Members to SOS!

Thank you for your commitment to an organization that goes way
beyond

your grant dollars!

YOU are the secret to our success!  

Welcome:
Patti Thorp arrived in St. Louis four years ago when her husband was
recruited by Washington University.  She is currently on the Boards of
COCA and St. Louis Public Library and volunteers with BJC Hospice. 

Patti was drawn to SOS as she previously served on the board of a
private family foundation in North Carolina with a similar funding

model.  In addition to her philanthropic experience, Patti also holds a
graduate degree in theater management from Yale.

Jennifer Adams is the Director of Development for St. Louis Arc and
has committed her personal and professional life to the marginalized or
underserved (the very reason she was drawn to the mission of SOS!).

She is Board President for the Sunshine Cultural Arts Center, a
consultant for a number of arts-centric organizations and, in her "spare
time," curates a monthly Poetry at the Point reading series for the St.

Louis Poetry Center.

Ellen Schapiro served as Director of the Ethical Society Nursery
School for 17 years before recently retiring. She has a bachelor of arts



degree from Clark University and a masters degree in Experiential Ed
from the University of Colorado.  Ellen also served on the Scholarship
Foundation Board for eight years and is currently serving on the Board

of Nishmah.

Member News

In addition to welcoming our new members, we would like to
recognize the accomplishments of our current members.  

If you have news to report about yourself or another member, please
send an email to: chris.schmiz@mac.com

Berta James (member since 2014) took the initiative to compile an
alphabetized list of all SOS Grants since we started along with
project descriptions of the work we funded. You can find this list on
our website in the Members section under "Grant Committee
Documents."

Collective Giving For Girls 8 to 12

We are happy to report that 30 girls from
nine different high schools are actively
involved in this third year of Girls Giving, the
youth initiative of the Spirit of St. Louis
Women's Fund.

Any girl in grades 8 through 12 is invited to
be a part of this collective giving effort. Like
SOS, everyone gives the same ($100) and

everyone has an equal voice. It is a great way to learn about nonprofits
and participate in site visits as members develop leadership skills and
make new friends.

Any girl interested in joining Girls Giving please contact Kathy Frost,
kfrost326@gmail.com or 314.302.0758.

For more information, please visit our website, www.stlgirlsgiving.org .

Upcoming Events

Monday, January 9 - All Site Visit Team Member Orientation
& Training 

All site visit team members meet from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Jan. 9 at the St.
Louis Community Foundation Office, #2 Oak Knoll Park, Clayton. Site
visit team leaders meet from 4 to 4:30 p.m. for a pre-meeting. Please
contact Amy Inman at amyinman@yahoo.com for more information.

Thursday, January 12 - SOS Finance 101

Understand how to evaluate an agency's 990 tax forms as well as



further your expertise as a philanthropist by understanding how a
non-profit is financially performing. 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. Jan. 12 at
Buckingham Asset Management Conference Room. 8182 Maryland
Avenue, Suite 500 in Clayton. Recommended for Site Visit Members.
Please RSVP here. Contact Amy Inman at amyinman@yahoo.com for
more information.

Wednesday, January 18 - Understanding the How, What
and Why of Collective Giving

SOS Member Presentation: Understanding the How, What and Why of
Collective Giving, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. at the Center of Clayton. Learn more
and register here.   

Tuesday, January 31 - Book Discussion

We'll discuss Helping Children Succeed, What Works and Why
by Paul Tough, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at the home of Lisa Zarin, 20
Washington Terrace, St. Louis, Mo. 63112. Learn more and register
here.


