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Mike Kish Marks 40 Years As Principal Of Imnmaculate Concepti
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In the whirlwind of activ-
ity and chatter that follows
204 kuds, it's noteworthy that
the principal is the persom
most excited for cach school
day.

But even after four
doecades ns principal of lm-
maculate Conception School
in Columbsa, Mike Kish still
Jooks forward to each day as
though it s his first day as a
teacher.

“1 cant wait to get %0
school every day — I'm the
most excited kid here” Kish
says with o grin. “The kids
arv really full of fun in so
many ways”

Kizh, 65, has beons walk-
ing the halls of ICS in ano
way of another for psost of his
life — a total of 52 vears wo far

A native of Columbea, he
attended ICS for eight years
=% & student, He attended St
Henry's Preparatory Semt-
nary in Belleville and St
Charles Horromeo Seminary
16 Lockpoet, 1L

At the seminaries, he met
students from acrcas tho
country, an opportunity he
sayx allowed him to broaden
his views of the world

"1 always felt that | dudn’t
have the narrow mind.” Kish

said. "My goal has always
been to Jead kids out and help
them become meoee than they
are, that's our job in educa-
tion.”

Kish earned a bachelos’s
degree 1o history and a mas-
ter's degree in education ad-
ministration from Southern
Illinois University at Ed.
wardsville.

In 1971, he took his firm
teaching job back at his
hometown elementary school
- 1CS. He became principal
four years later and has been
there ever since

‘or some, spending an
entire career at ot achool
might have bampered profes-
sonal aspirations, but Kish
said he never really felt the
need 1o go elsewhere.

“I feel very appreciated
bere, and the cooperation
from the parents, the paruh
and the community s just
stedlar,” Kb sxid, ] always
toll the faculty thoy have no
reason not to be the best fac-
ulty i the world becatuse bs-
acally anything they can
dream up we can do”

sk became principal s
25, and admits there's boen a
certzin freodom that comex
from being big chiof on a
amall mountain, At the sanse
time, it aleo comes with a ke
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of responsability.

*1 believe in telling every-
body, everything.™ Kish said.
"I put out a weekly letter, so
parents alwayw koow what's
going on. It gives parents a
sense of confidence in the sys.
tem. I'm olcay with Joyal oppo-
sition - people who come to
you and are opposed to what
vou're doing, but they're on
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Mary Wessal (Bottie Rocket), Hannah Janson and Trevor Stockasd (Elastic Launch Giider) anc
Lucy Seottle and Kaleb Chism (Road Scholar). Second place honors went 1o Andrew Gibson and
Kalob Chism (Ar Trajectory), Lexi Honnes and Mary Whelan (Moteceoiogy) and Androw Gibson
and Kaled Chism (Robo-Cross), Eaming thed place were Jane Whelan and Eve Mellere
(Anatomy ). Andrew Gibson and Lucy Settle (Crime Busters) and Jane Whelan and Eve Melere
(Solar Systom)
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our side, Sometimes we get
our best ideas from loyal op-
position.”

Kish manages by walking
around and even sitting in on
classes.

“Sometimes | just want to
yump in and ask questions.”
Kish sasd,

Kish also believes in
opening the lines of communi-
cation when it comes to the
students themselves - he
wants them to take an active
rode in purssing their oduca-
tion.

“The goal is to get them to
own thetr education, and otce
they do that it's Nanitless —it's
limited only by their dreams,”
Kish sad. “] want kids ques-
tioning, | want kids happy. |
want them to be respectful. |
don't want a qwet school, |
want teachers to know they
can darn fromn their su-
denite”

Kish crodits his faculty
and the parents, but also the
Coduzabia comsnsupity at karge
for the succoss of [CS, Advan-
tagos ke culture, aafety and
comsmunity partxipation are
valuable assots 1o any ehilds
oducation, e sayn.

“You wish every kid in
America couldd have what we
have here,” Kish sald,

and

Students, faculty
community members ox.
pressed their gratitude for
Kish's 40 vears of service at
their annual dinner in Febru.
ary. The students made
eards and colebrated the prin.
cipal during Catholic Schools
Week.

The art teacher helped
the students make large ICS
letters with photos and “Kish-
isms.” savings Kish is known
to repeat, such as “work like
you're going to hive forever,
pray hike you're going to die
tomorrow,”

Kashh and his  wife,
Jeanne, bave three daugh-
ters, Amy Mever, Andrea
Baske and Kristi Steart, and
seven grandchildren

So far, Kb has had four
of has wasters, his three daugh-
ters and six of his grandchil-
dren at ICS,

T Jaind of wpoiled.” Kish
sasd. "l preach that w the
kids — what do you love? Fiad
something you love, gravitate
to that, You can live simply
and roally bo vory hapgy.”

Whes aekced if he has any
thoughts about retiring, Kish
sayw hix socretary is in charge
of making that call.

"When: | get crabby, I'm
done,” Kish said.



