In Focus: Boost in the Backcountry

This isn’t slackcountry-you need some intense training to build up
your confidence to ski the steeps of Winter Park’s Vasquez Cirque

By John Clary Davies

ith close to 700 acres
of gladed tree runs and
40-degree  chutes, the
inbounds backcountry terrain of
Vasquez Cirque offers some of the
resorts best snow and most technical
skiing. But it isn’t just hop a lift and
voila-these expert lines are all yours.
For starters, this section of terrain is
located at 12,000feet and accessed only
via a 40-minute hike from the top of
the Panoramic Express. Secondly, you
need to have some serious confidence
and skills to handle this area’s terrain.
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People went from survival
skiing (just barely making
it down),” says the program

guide Chris Koch, “to ripping

through a foot or two of
powder on a 40-degree slope.
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UNBUCKLED

Morning, Noon & Night You won’t be at a loss for how
to spend your day away from the slopes with these three
off-hill activities stretching from morning to night.

Morning

Extreme Sledding
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Noon

Climbing with the Cat
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Night

Bikes on Skis
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Ranch Creek Spa

Devil's Thumb Ranch
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Ice Skating

The Village at Winter Park
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Winter P’Arcade

The Village at Winter Park
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