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Jonesing for Powder

Until last season, the deep, above-tree line chutes and bowls of Jones Pass, 20 miles southwest of Winter Park, were reserved

for those with skins and lungs to handle hoofing it to the top of these coveted backcountry lines reaching above 12,500 feet.

This year daring skiers can save their energy for the dreamy descents with the new snowcat-skiing outfit, Powder Addiction.

he ridge I'm standing on is

so silent, I shuffle my skis on

the snow just to throw some
sound into the void. All around me,
steep, snowy peaks gleam against the
bluebird sky. But I'm not al all envious
of those lines, because I know what’s
about to come just below my ski tips.

Ive joined Powder Addiction-a
backcountry guide company-for a day
of cat-skiing on Jones Pass, a sweet,
2,600-acre wonderland of high ridge-
lines and pillowy bowls located about
20 miles southwest of Winter Park. At
any ski resort, buttery slopes like these
would be ravaged within minutes. No
here; these expnases are something of
a local’s secret because the more es-
tablished Berthound Pass and Winter
Park Resort claim the majority of
skier traffic. Knowing that no one else
is going to poach my line, I enjoy the
luxury of pausing for a moment before
I drop in.
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One expansive, north-angled
bowl yields 20 sweet turns in
boot-deep powder. The South-
facing slope provides panoramic
views of snow-capped peaks.
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