WELCOME TO AMERICA

I'he Beatles’ 1964 North American 7_[70-'

Relive The Fab Four’s first trip across America, concert by concert

hen The Beatles arrived in
America on February 7,
1964, the response was pretty

overwhelming, but it would turn out to
be only a taste of what was to come.
Following their appearance on The Ed
Sullivan Show, they embarked on concerts
at the Washington Coliseum and New
York’s Carnegie Hall, before returning
later in the year for their first true North
American tour. As they would quickly
discover, Beatlemania was spreading
virtually everywhere and the intensity
of it would be shocking.
February 11, 1964: The Beatles travel
from New York via train to perform at
the Washington Coliseum. The original

long shot guess turned out to be a very im-
| portant one for me. We sold out in one

day. There had never been a one-day sell-

out in the history of concerts up to that

time.”

For his part, John did not look back at
the concerts fondly: “The acoustics were
terrible and they had all these people sit-
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like Rockefeller’s children backstage and it
all got out of hand. It wasn’t a rock show;
it was just a sort of circus where we were
in cages. We were being pawed and talked
at and met and touched, backstage and on
stage. We were just like animals.”

. February 13-21, 1964: The guys traveled

 to Miami, Florida for business and pleasure.

: They performed there on The Ed Sullivan

. Show (the contract between Sullivan and

. Brian Epstein was for three appearances) and

plan was for them to fly, but a snowstorm did a photo shoot
changed the mode of transport. WINS with Life magazine.

reporter Murray The K, who performed
his radio show from The Beatles’ suite at
the Plaza Hotel, is the one who alerted

After that, they had
some downtime,
gaining the use of a

Whether home in England or
here in America, the response

the group and manager Brian Epstein to from the fans was always the — Paul McCartnev on yacht and enjoying
the potential weather problems. same! This audience is from the h h 24 <ome fun in the
« . ) . . | . . Washington Coliseum concerts. the eve qf the tour e
I told Brian he’d better hire a train,” the | porter, relating that in England they men- Miami sun.

of 25-minute concerts at that city’s Carn- | blockaded from 57th all the way around to : On the 18th, a photo shoot was done

egie Hall — a venue that had no idea what : . 56th,” recalled the late Sid Bernstein, pro- . Wlth The Fab Foursome and Cassius Clay,

it was getting itself into when they allowed | moter behind the concerts. “The pohce ' soon to win the boxing championship and

the shows to be booked there. . estimated that there were at least 20,000 | announcmg his new name as Muhammad
“We had almost 20,000 people behind | people waiting to get a glimpse of them . Ali. Said boxing promoter Harold Con-

wooden horses because Carnegie Hall was | The kids were not very violent, but very ' rad, “I arranged for The Beatles to come

; exuberant. There

; were a lot of tears

; and a lot of scream-

 ing. Carnegie Hall
didn’t have to worry

. 1 about its sacred

: property or parnt—

 late disc jockey told writer Martin A. » tioned how much they loved jelly babies,
Grove. “I told him to make arrangements | which was something American fans

to get a special train to get to Washington, | picked up on. “They have hard jelly beans
because they weren’t going to be able to fly | To make matters worse, we were on a cir-
out of New York. We went down to Wash- ;| cular stage, so they hit us from all sides
ington and had a lot of fun on the train. We ; Imagine waves of rock-hard little bullets
almost got killed when we got off the train. | raining down on you from the sky

Some 10,000 kids broke through the barri- \ Things got decidedly darker after the

Ahoy, John, Paul, George and Ringo! The
guys took advantage of the warm Florida
weather in February 1964, on a boat rent-
ed for them when they performed there

ers. [ remember being pinned against a concert when John, Paul, George and
. locomotive on the outside and feeling the Ringo attended a private ball held at the
life going out of me, and saying to myself, | British embassy where chaos erupted

My God, Murra The K Dies With Eng- | when the young daughters of dignitaries
lish Group!” I wondered what my epitaph | got out of hand in their passion for the

would be. George Harrison looked at me
and said, ‘Isn’t this fun?’”

The Beatles played an 8:30 p.m. concert
at the Washington Coliseum, their first
concert performance in America. Things
went well. .. with the exception of the
group being pelted with thousands of jelly

eans

“They don’t have soft jelly babies here in

America,” George said to a New York re-

i group, with one of them actually having

i the nerve to clip off a bit of Ringo’s hair.

i Needless to say, things pretty much came
\ to an end when Ringo stormed off, fol-

i lowed by the others. Reflected John,
“Some bloody animal cut off Ringo’s hair
[ walked out of that, swearing at all of
them. I just left in the middle of it

February 12, 1964: It was back to Man-

i hattan, where The Fab Four played a pair
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; ings on the wall.

. i They shook a little
. : bit and they asked

| me never to come

: back again. You

. i know, by the time
| 1964 rolled around,
i The Beatles were a
1 household word in
+ America, and my




Beatles

to the gym to see Cassius Clay, but he
didn’t know who they were. When he
met them, they were all up in the ring to-
gether, talking about how much money
they made. So, Cassius pulls out a line he
uses all the time; he looked at them and
said, “You guys ain’t as dumb as you look,’
and John looked him right back in the eye
and told him, ‘No, but you are.”

“Miami was incredible,” Paul enthused.
“It was the first time that we had seen po-

got photographs that I took out of the car
windows. It was amazing. It was a bi
time for us, obviously, and there were all
these lovely, gorgeous, tanned girls. We
did a photo session by the beach and im-
mediately asked them out.”

Laughed George, “We thought we had
America with us after the welcome at
Kennedy Airport, but that was nothing to

The Beatles and Cassius
Clay before they would
leave their respective
marks on history — they
as the most influential
group ever, he as hoxing
champion Muhammad Ali.

what was waiting for us in Miami. The
fans were breaking airport windows to London for America to arrive in San Fran-
get near us and eight cops on motorbikes 1 cisco for the start of their North American
took us right through red lights to escape . tour. Said Paul prior to the flight, “If I said
the fans chasing us.” . we were not excited about the trip,
February 22, 1964: The Beatles head | I would be lying. But I am wondering how
back to England. .. for the time being. . we will feel when we get halfway through
August 18, 1964: The Beatles depart | the tour. Sure, we enjoy tours, seeing new
places, new people. But
we soon get homesick;

I am sure that, after a cou-
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Left: The Beatles re-
hearse in Miami for
a February 16, 1964
appearance on The

. ple of weeks, we shall be counting the days

. to the end of the trip. This will be the lon-
» gest period we have been away from Brit-
ain, almost five weeks. We know things
are bound to be hectic.”

August 19, 1964: Things kick off with
a concert at San Francisco, California’s

i Cow Palace.

. August 20, 1964: Concert at the Las

: Vegas, Nevada Convention Hall.

Ed Sullivan Show.
Right, the group tri-
umphantly returns to
England on the 22nd.
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August 21, 1964: Concert at the Coli-
seum in Seattle, Washington.

August 22, 1964: The Beatles per-

1964 American Tour

©
LAy
a souvenir album for |

the American mar-
ket only. It will con-
sist of old numbers
already familiar in
England, so I doubt
whether it will get a

British release.” That |

album would finally
be issued in Ma
1977, of which Capi-
tol’s then national
promotion manager,
Steve Meyer, ex-
plained, “When
George Martin was
initially approached
to do it, he didn’t
want to. He did it for
one reason — be-

. cause it was the only Beatles concert that
. was recorded live that he had enough tape
 to work with. And it was the only represen-

formed at the Empire Stadium in Vancou- ; tation of them live that people would have

ver, Canada.
August 23, 1964: At 8 p.m. the group | The Beatles live other
played a concert at the Hollywood Bowl, | than that, except for
which was recorded for a possible album re- . a half-hour film, The
lease. Music producer George Martin had | Beatles At Shea Sta-
flown from Britain to California to arrange  dium. But the cha-

for the recording of the concert. “We’re do- 1 risma and the

ing it on spec,” Martin explained. “If it | excitement that was
comes off well, I think Capitol will make it 1 The Beatles, the live

, for posterity. There really is no record of

“We sold out in one day.
There had never been a
one-day sell-out in the history
of concerts up to that time.”
— Concert promoter
Sid Bernstein on the
Carnegie Hall concerts

 frenzy, is there in the album.”

. Of the two shows at the Hollywood

. Bowl, concert promoter (and eventual tele-
. vision producer) Bob Eubanks said, “We
 tried to get two shows at the Hollywood

. Bowl because we sold them out, bang! Just
like that. No one had ever sold out a con-
cert that rapidly. I dealt with, mostly, Brian
Epstein. He was the toughest man I've ever
dealt with in my life.” Added Paul, “There

, are a lot of kicks, such as the news, and we
. have no reason to doubt it, that Frank Sina-
. tra and Dean Martin tried to get tickets for
| our Hollywood Bowl concert and had to be
. refused.”

. August 24, 1964: The Beatles attend a
 reception for the Foundation Against He-

: mophilia at Livingston Garden in Los An-

. geles, California.

. August 26, 1964: During the day, John,
\ George and Ringo met actress Jayne Mans-
| field at a Hollywood jazz club. Recalled

. Mansfield, “I had a brilliant idea where we

: spent the evening at the Whiskey A Go-Go
on Sunset Strip. No
one would be there
but us and a few
friends.” Later that
evening, The Beatles
gave a concert at
Denver’s Red Rock
Stadium.

Paul gives a slot machine a
pull when The Beatles played
the Las Vegas Convention
Center on August 20, 1964.
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August 27, 1964: Concert at Cincin- |
nati’s The Gardens. :
August 28, 1964: The Beatles per- :
formed at Forest Hills tennis stadium in |
New York. That day they also met folk )
singer Bob Dylan who reportedly turned |
them on to pot. Of the meeting John )
said, “We began admiring Bob Dyian )
during our visit to Paris in January [of )
1964] when we cadged a Dylan LP offa |
DJ who came to interview us. Paul had |
heard of him before, but until we played |
that record his name did not mean any- |
thing to us. We went potty over the LP |
Freewheelin’ and tried to get more of his |
records. During the American tour, :
somebody said to us, ‘Do you want to :
meet Dylan?” and we said, ‘Sure, if he :
wants to meet us.” He came up to our ho- |
tel room and we did nothing but .
laugh all night. He kept answer-
ing our phone and saying, “This
is Beatlemania here.” It was ri-
diculous. He has got the same
sense of humor as we have and
our tastes in music, though not
the same, cross somewhere. He’s
a little fellow. That surprises you
at first, because, from his sing-
ing, you somehow imagine him
as a tall man. He is about Ringo’s
height and very thin.”

August 30, 1964: Next stop is
the Convention Hall in Atlantic
City, New Jersey. The Beatles stay
at the LaFayette Hotel, as does

Norwth American Tour Dia

—_—

BBC News reporter Peter Woods, who
files a report that expresses his frustrations
over the fan reaction to the group. “I've
never seen anything like this,” he noted.
“We've been surrounded by Beatles fans.
Beatlemania is guzzling around the place.
You can't sleep at night because of the
screaming, We've been asked by children
to get them into the hotel as if they were

my children. My
own children Susan

and Guy have been

“We never play to segregated

audiences and we're not

strange men creeping around the hotel.
You can’t get on the eighth floor of the ho-
tel where it is completely sealed off. The
swimming pool was also completely sealed
off today to the other guests and this is
what it’s like to be staying in a hotel in
which The Beatles are staying.” Later, he
shared his complaints with the group.
“Well, you shouldn’t stay in Cheap ho—

sounds man.”

“It’s like if you work in a bell factory,”
Paul stated, “you don’t notice bells.”
September 2, 1964: The tour brings
The Fab Four to Philadelphia’s Conven-
tion Hall, where they’re turned off by the
fact that, because of race riots a few days
carlier, the audience was segregated. Had
they known ahead of time, they would
have refused to perform.

September 3, 1964: Performance at
the Indiana State Fair Coliseum. Prior to
the show, The Beatles met Miss Indiana
State Fair, were presented with an origi-
nal cartoon from the The Indianapolis News
and participated in one of many press
conferences around the country.
September 4, 1964: Heading to Mil-
waukee, the group performed at the Mil-
waukee Auditorium. Paul expressed that
the group felt like it was being overly pro-
tected by authorities. “In Milwaukee,” he
said, “the police are protecting us to a ri-
diculous extent. [ think they’re a bit off,
1 really do. It’s a great big drag. If we are

tels, should ya,” sug- » not allowed to see our fans, it puts us

gested John.
Added George,

touched by fans in
case they have been

touched by The Bea-
tles. There are
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going to start now. I'd rather

lose our appearance money.”

— John Lennon on The Beatles’
stance regarding concerts

“We get immune

to it. It’s a distant
thing. It’s just one
of those everyday

| right on the spot. We feel hke heels.”

. September 5, 1964: Concert at Chica-
go ’s Amphitheater. Of the fans there,

| roadie Mal Evans observed, “The fans were

| very inventive. We were in Chicago and

| we were coming out of the hotel, ready for
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the show, and suddenly I spied a girl in the
crowd and she was about to slam a hand-
cuff on Paul’s wrist. What she had done
was attach one end of the handcuff on her
wrist and she was going to attach the other
end onto Paul’s wrist. It was a great idea,
but she just didn’t make it.”

September 6, 1964: Concert at De-
troit’s Olympia Stadium.

September 7, 1964: Concert at To-
ronto’s Maple Leaf Gardens. There was
also a press conference in which John and
Paul served warning that if their upcom-
ing concert in Jacksonville, Florida was
segregated — and most there were —
they would refuse to perform, despite

a payday of about 20,000 pounds.

“We’ve all talked about this,” offered Paul,
“and we all agree that we would refuse to
play. We're going to watch things closely.
We know they sometimes try the trick of
saying that the crowd isn’t segregated, but
all they do is put a few Negroes in one cor-
ner of the stadium. We all feel strongly
about civil rights and the segregation issue.”

Added John, “We never play to segre-
gated audiences and we’re not going to
start now. I'd rather lose our appearance
money. We understand that in Florida
they only allow for Negroes to sit in the
balconies at performances, but we will
not appear unless Negroes are allowed to
sit anywhere they like.”

Security guards attempt to separate an enthusi- |

astic fan from George Harrison during a concert
performance at the Forest Hills Tennis Stadium
in Forest Hills, New York on August 28, 1964.

September 8, 1964: Two shows at The
. Forum in Montreal, Quebec, Canada.
September 11, 1964: Concert at the
Gator Bowl in Jacksonville, Florida —
 the audience is not segregated.

. September 12, 1964: The Beatles
 perform at the Boston Garden in Boston,
\ Massachusetts.

 September 13, 1964: A pair of concerts
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2 It only looks like Paul is being fed to the sharks. In reality,
< it's The Beatles being themselves and mugging for the
amera at the Hollywood home at which they stayed.

at Baltimore, Maryland’s Civic Cen-
ter.

September 14, 1964: Concert
at the Civic Arena in Pittsburgh.
September 15, 1964: The Bea-
tles are held back 15 minutes

until the crowd calms down at

the concert held at Cleveland’s
Public Auditorium.

September 16, 1964: Concert at
New Orleans’ City Park Stadium.
September 17, 1964: Concert
at the Municipal Stadium in Kansas
City. After the show, the fans went
wild and broke through all of the
barricades, creating a massive chal-
lenge for the police attempting to
keep The Beatles safe.
September 18, 1964: Concert

ay

, at Dallas’ Memorial Coliseum.
. September 20, 1964: The Beatles per-
. form a charity show at the Paramount The-
 ater in New York. Their pre-recorded
. performance is aired on The Ed Sullivan Show.
, September 21, 1964: The tour offi-
 cially over, The Beatles and Brian Epstein
. fly back to England, where they partici-
| pate in a press conference upon their ar-
rival. John said, “In America, it was
spoiled for me because of the crap there.
You know, meeting people we don’t want
to meet. It spoils things for me because
I suppose I'm a bit intolerant. But, is it
any wonder I get fed up? When they kept
sending in autograph books, we signed
them only to find they belonged to offi-
cials, promoters, police and the rest of
that lot. The real fans, they’d wait for
hours, days, and, well, they were treated
like half-wits because they wanted our au-
tographs. The cops made sure they got
theirs. I bet every policeman’s daughter in
America has got our autograph. Half of
them aren’t our fans, I bet. It’s bloody un-
fair on the kids who really want them.”
George pointed out, “I'm a bit fed up of
touring — particularly in America. I feel
sure we won’t do another tour of the
States for as long as five weeks again. It’s
so exhausting and not really satistying.”
He was right. The 1965 North American
tour would only last about two weeks, but

things would be bigger than ever. LS

Atthe end of the tour, George admitted he was
“fed” up with touring in America. “It's so ex-
hausting,” he said, “and not really satisfying.”

LIFE STORY 41 &




