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New Urbanism is a type urban planning and master-plan design strategy that tries to 

replicate fundamentals found in traditional towns in the United States and towns in England. 

New Urbanist communities aim to make the town more walkable; working, living, and 

leisure are merged with one another. The idea of New Urbanism began around the 1970s and 

1980s.

Seaside, located in Fort Walton Beach, Florida, planned by Duany Plater-Zyberk & 

Company, is arguably the most well-renowned New Urbanist projects in the United States. It 

is also what people consider the first New Urbanist project in the United States, with 

construction beginning in 1979 and completing in in 1981. Being the front runner for New 

Urbanism, Seaside was an early attempt at establishing New Urbanism as a viable plan and 

design strategy in the United States.

Verrado, located in Buckeye, Arizona, planned by DMB Associates, Inc., is a more 

recent attempt to establish New Urbanism as an effective way to design communities. 

Construction of Verrado began in 2002, with the first residents moving in during the summer 

of 2004; about 25 years after Seaside opened.

Although Verrado and Seaside have many similarities; walkability; amenities; 

architectural design; affordability; community; I would argue that Verrado is more 

reminiscent of a community, and does a better job at exhibiting New Urbanistic 

characteristics, than Seaside.

WALKABILITY

Walkability is one of the major, if not the most, important elements in New Urbanism; 

minimizing automotive movement with pedal-movement. Seaside is built on about 80 acres 

of land, adjacent to the beach. Planning on such a small site makes the community extremely 

walkable; it takes about 11 minutes to walk across Seaside in an East-West direction and only 

about 5 minutes to walk across in a North-South direction. A charter school for grades 5-8 is 

located in the Seaside community. Education for grades 9-12 takes place off site, which is 

about a 50 minute drive.



In comparison, Verrado is built upon an area of 8,800 acres; nearly 100x larger than 

Seaside. It takes about 50 minutes to walk from north Verrado to south Verrado; it takes about 

35 minutes to walk from east Verrado to west Verrado. The only down side to the amount of 

time it take to walk about Verrado is that most of the community activities and amenities take 

place in north Verrado. Most people are not willing to walk about 50 minutes to reach their 

destination, especially in the Arizona climate where is can reach 100°  during the summer. 

That 50 minute time is, to make clear, going one way. That means if residents were to walk 

from south Verrado to partake in activities, they would lose almost 2 hours their day. It is not 

all negative when it comes to Verrados walkability. Ample parking space is dedicated to the 

communal north areas in Verrado, so all one has to do is drive to north Verrado (about 9 

minutes), park, and then walk to anywhere they want to go. Both Verrado's elementary school 

and high school are located on site, which allows students to walk, or bike, to school.

AMENTITIES

Interactions amongst peoples is another element that makes New Urbanism a strong 

design plan. Both Seaside and Verrado have community amenities and activities that 

encourage the interactions of their respective residents. One prominent, natural amenity at 

Seaside is the Seaside beach. It is a common theory that most people are naturally attracted to 

water, and with Seaside being adjacent to a beach naturally improves the interactions 

amongst the residents of Seaside. Seaside also has a an amphitheatre, where weekly films are 

shown, as well as concerts. Seaside also has a repertory theatre where various styles of acts 

are performed. A public pool, tennis courts, and community art events. A charter school,  for 

grade 5-8, requires an application.

Verrado, too, has many amenities for the residents: the Verrado Cycling Club, Taste 

Buds, Excel Youth Sports, public swimming pools, biking/hiking groups. Verrado also has 

many philanthropic activities to take parts in as well, including “including monthly service 

trips to the Phoenix Rescue Mission, the annual Feed My Starving Children MobilePack, and 

the Joy of Giving holiday gift drive.” Verrado residents also partake in a lot of volunteer 



work, such as working in “local soup kitchens, donating to West Valley clothing drives, 

organizing fundraisers, providing meals to neighbors in need, and much more.” Verrado 

features two schools, Verrado Heritage Elementary as well as Verrado High School. This 

allows Verrado to educate to a higher level (K-12) on site.

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN

Most of the housing at Seaside range from 1-2 stories; some buildings reach 4 stories 

tall. With Seaside and Verrado being master-planned communities, it would have been too 

great of an undertaking for one architect, or firm, to design all the buildings that make up 

both communities. In response, both Duany Plater-Zyberk & Company and DMB Associates 

Inc. hired multiple designers to design for their respective communities, though the 

approaches were different. The buildings located at Seaside were designed by various, 

individual architects, not so much as firms:

Scott Merrill, Chris Stoyles of Archiscapes, Robert and Carol Orr, Don Copper, and 

the renowned Aldo Rossi.

All of said architects were inspired by many styles: neoclassical, neotraditionalist, Charleston 

style, Victorian style. These inspirational styles came to bring the assorted cottages, row 

houses, and condominiums to fruition. The civic buildings blend Modernist styles with 

cottage styles,  which feel like they are trying to be two different things at once. The civic 

buildings also give off a resort feeling, will I will elaborate on later. There is a sense of 

misconception when looking at overall community.  

The buildings located at Verrado were conceived in the opposite manner as Seaside; 

they were designed by various firms, no so much as individual architects:

AV Homes, David Weekley Homes, Frank Residential, Lennar Homes, Mattamy 

Homes, Maracay Homes, Meritage Homes, Pinnacle West, Shea Homes, Standard 

Pacific, and William Ryan Homes.

Most of the homes follow the single-family, tract housing form that is often seen in Phoenix, 

with Tuscan villa influences. Main Street features row houses, apartments, lofts, and 



townhomes, with styles reminiscent of Tuscan and Italian villas, another common style in 

Phoenix. One of the great opportunities at Verrado is design a custom home for forthcoming 

residents, by the residents. 

AFFORDABILITY

Single-family homes in Seaside are expensive, ranging from $735,000 to $5,500,000, 

and even an $11,800,000 residence. This reduces the variety in demographics, catering to, 

typically, persons and households who have an above average income. Such expensive living 

also discourages year-round living. Many homes and apartments are rented out by the owners 

for vacationers. 

Comparatively, single-family homes in Verrado range from $100,000 to $500,000, a 

fairly common price range for the suburban Phoenix area.

COMMUNITY

Community is another major element in New Urbanism. I intended to talk about 

community lastly, as the preceding topics have underlying factors about community. 

Merriam-Webster defines 'community' as:

“a group of people who live in the same area (such as a city, town, or

neighbourhood)”

“an interacting population of various kinds of individuals (as species) in a common

location”

Both locations abide follow this definition. However, I believe Verrado does a better job at 

defining itself as a 'community.' What makes Verrado paramount to Seaside? Although 

Seaside has stronger walkability, Verrado makes up for it in its ability to drive to amenity 

areas, park, and roam on foot. The reason Seaside is so walkable is because it is minuscule in 

comparison to Verrado; the intent of New Urbanism is lay out large scale communities to 

remedy the current state of urban design. I mentioned earlier that some parts of Seaside give 

off a resort feeling. In a way, that is a sound observation. Since the price of living in Seaside 

is so high, people tend to vacation there instead of establishing a home. The cottage style of 



architecture present at Seaside caters to vacationers looking for the quintessential beach 

vacation experience. Verrado offers homes of various types in order to accommodate various 

living styles of people. Steen Eiler Rasmussen wrote of Rome:

...the city where both the great and the lowly knew how to live in harmony, where at 

carnival time there was neither rank nor class, where great artists formed the city and 

the inhabitants, themselves, were artists enough to know how to live in it.

By marketing reasonably-priced of homes, apartments, and lofts, a diverse group of peoples 

form Verrado. Though both communities are renowned and have their pros and cons, Verrado, 

I find, is more successful than Seaside.
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