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Monterey Bay Aquarium is a reinforced concrete, two-story structure, located on 

Cannery Row, in Monterey, California, United States. The aquarium was designed by EHDD 

Architects. Completed in 1984, the structure exemplifies a Post-Modernist style as well as a 

Bay Area Regional Style.
1
 built on the footprint of the Hovden Cannery; ironic to say the 

least. The aquarium exhibits marine life only present in the Monterey Bay area
2
: 35,000 

plants and 550 species of various marine animals.
3
 

 

Discussions of erecting an aquarium in the Monterey area began as early as 1914. In 

1916, Knut Hovden opened his sardine cannery, which thrived for decades. Eventually, the 

sardine population in Monterey Bay began to decline due to overfishing, forcing the Hovden 

Cannery to close in 1973.
4
 One could say that Nancy Burnett (née Packard) and Julie 
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Packard, daughters of David Packard, founder of Hewlett-Packard, were the modern catalysts 

for the creation of the Monterey Bay Aquarium. Nancy Burnett studied marine biology at 

Stanford University and Julie Packard studied marine algae at U.C. Santa Cruz.
5
 Both sisters 

got their father interested in marine biology.
6
 

In 1977, plans for an aquarium began to take form. The following year, the Monterey 

Bay Aquarium Foundation was founded. David and Lucille Packard donated $55 million to 

the foundation, covering all costs for the aquarium.
7
 EHDD Architects were chosen to design 

the aquarium while Rudolph and Sletten were chosen as the contractors.
8,9

 Six years later, on 

October 20, 1984, the Monterey Bay Aquarium opened to 10,681 people.
10

 

 I would consider the Aquarium a Post-Modernist structure. One of the earliest goals 

was to retain as much of the existing site and structure as possible; “failure to preserve the 

original architecture 'would be a disservice to our visiting public and to the community'”; 

'weave the new into the fabric of the old.' 
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 EHDD and assisting designers surveyed the site, but found that the old cannery was 

too far gone to be retained. “Major concrete elements,” the western seawall, a platform on the 

eastern seawall were the only elements retained from the original structure. During the site 

survey, the designers procured a footprint for which their new design would come. 

To celebrate the past use of the structure, many design ideas were implemented in a modern 

approach. Much of the boiler room, and it's amenities, were retained and restored, though not 

as a functioning system. The new roofs retained a 'hodge-podge' design like the previous 

roofs. Pipes and ducts were left exposed like the cannery had done. The aquarium fits right in 

because, with its plain cement walls and jumble of roof lines, it too look like, well, a fish 

cannery.” 
11

 The aquarium is primarily constructed out of reinforced concrete. The concrete 

contrasts the surrounding wood frame and brick constructed buildings. The Aquarium nestled 

against and around said building; it makes Cannery Row seem fluent. 
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 The large industrial sash windows along the north façade that separate the interior of 

the Aquarium from the 20,000 square feet of deck allow visitors to look out upon Monterey 

Bay; the idea of there being an inside and outside are almost nonexistent. The ultimate exhibit 

would inherently be Monterey Bay itself.
12

 The most notable feature that connects the 

building to the landscape is the Great Tide Pool. Reinforced concrete was poured and 

anchored into the existing rock forms where the tide pool would be constructed.  Sculptors 

then formed concrete to look like rocks and painted the concrete to look like the existing 

granite. Visitors find it difficult to distinguish what is man-made and what is natural. During 

high-tide, the tide pool can vanish as the tide covers the boulders.
13

 

 

The size of the site which the aquarium sits on totals 3.3 acres. Exhibits and other 

public areas cover 175,064 square feet (excluding decks).  Ocean-view decks cover 25,500 
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square feet. Areas available to personnel-only cover 125,300 square feet. The total area of the 

aquarium square footage: 325, 864 square feet.
14

 

The Monterey Bay Aquarium has numerous exhibits. The first floor consists of the 

Kelp Forest, Monterey Bay Habitats, the Aviary, touch pools, the Sea Otters, the Open Sea, 

Vanishing Wildlife, and the Great Tide Pool Amphitheater. The second floor consists of the 

Splash Zone, the Penguins, touch pools, the Jellies, the Open Sea, Monterey Bay Habitats, 

the Open Sea, the Rocky Shore, the Sandy Shore, the Aviary, the Sea Otters, the Splash Zone, 

and the Penguins.
15

 

 

 There are various employment options fields available at the Monterey Bay 

Aquarium. As would be expected, full-time, part-time, and seasonal positions are available. 

Positions such as Systems Operators, Guest Experience Representative, Maintenance 
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Mechanic, Graphic Designers, and countless others, making the Aquarium a diverse working 

environment.
16

 

 Various attributes of the Monterey Bay Aquarium are flexible. For example, exhibits 

can come and go. The temporary exhibit The Secret Lives of Seahorses e opened in 2009 and 

closed in 2013 to make room for the Tentacles exhibit.  Permanent exhibits can also be added 

to the Aquarium with ease, such as a permanent Seahorse exhibit that was added after the 

closing of The Secret Lives of Seahorses.
17

  Injured animals can be nurtured at the aquarium 

and be added to exhibits with relative ease, either permanently or until they are back to good 

health.
18

 

 

 The open floor plan of the Monterey Bay Aquarium also makes it flexible for special 

events. One popular, recurring, event is Cooking for Solutions. Cooking demonstrations can 

be set up in the large open area on the first floor, with various tasting booths throughout the 
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remaining areas of the aquarium. Sustainable cooking is the primary focus during these 

exhibits. Wine tasting is another popular event that can occur throughout the aquarium.
19

 

 The Monterey Bay Aquarium helps revitalize the Monterey community substantially. 

The 2014 spending report display greater numbers for the local community. About 545 

employees (440 year-round, 105 seasonal) are paid on an annual payroll of about $24 million. 

Over $6 million was spent on local goods and services. People/tourists visiting the Monterey 

Bay Aquarium spend about $93 million on lodging in the local hotels and about $140 million 

on retail, food and beverage, and parking. This is a total of about $263 million of annual, 

local spending revenue for the Monterey community.
20

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
19

"Cooking For Solutions." Monterey Bay Aquarium. 

http://www.montereybayaquarium.org/visit/special-events/cooking-for-solutions.  (accessed October 
7, 2015) 

 

20
 Julie Packard, “Community Impacts: Social and Economic Benefits Created by the Non-profit 

Monterey Bay Aquarium”. Monterey, California. 2014. 

 



 

Works Cited 

Chiang, Connie. Shaping the Shoreline: Fisheries and Tourism on the Monterey Coast. 

Google Books. (Washington: University of Washington Press, 2009). Accessed October 7, 

 2015.

 https://books.google.com/books?id=2neTSMJ2ivIC&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage

 &q&f=false. 

"Cooking For Solutions." Monterey Bay Aquarium. 

 http://www.montereybayaquarium.org/visit/special-events/cooking-for-solutions.  

 (accessed October 7, 2015) 

Julie Packard, “Community Impacts: Social and Economic Benefits Created by the Non-

 profit Monterey Bay Aquarium”. Monterey, California. 2014. 

"MBARI Founder David Packard." Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute.

 http://www.mbari.org/about/packard.html (accessed April 11, 2015). 

"Monterey Bay Aquarium." The David and Lucile Packard Foundation.

 http://www.packard.org/what-we-fund/institutional-support/monterey-bay-aquarium/

 (accessed April 10, 2015). 

"Monterey Bay Aquarium." Great Buildings Collection.

 http://www.greatbuildings.com/buildings/Monterey_Bay_Aquarium.html (accessed 

 April 11,2015). 

"Monterey Bay Aquarium." Rudolph and Sletten. http://www.rsconstruction.com/visit-our-

 projects/18-sports-a-entertainment/63-monterey-bay-aquarium (accessed April 10, 

 2015). 

Monterey Bay Aquarium [map]. Scale not given. “Monterey Bay Aquarium”. Monterey Bay

 Aquarium. http://www.montereybayaquarium.org/-/m/pdf/maps/monterey-bay-

 aquarium-map.pdf?la=en (accessed April 10, 2015). 



 

Monterey Bay Aquarium Overview – 2010. (Monterey, California: Monterey Bay 

 Aquarium,2010), (accessed April 10, 2015).

 http://storage.montereybayaquarium.org/storage/pressroom/presskit/pdf/monterey%20

 bay%20aquarium%20overview.pdf (accessed April 11, 2015). 

"Our History." Monterey Bay Aquarium. http://www.montereybayaquarium.org/about/our-

 history. 

"Rudolph and Sletten Renovating Monterey Bay Aquarium Ticketing, Entry Areas and 

 InteriorSpace." Rudolph and Sletten. November 4, 2003.

 http://www.rsconstruction.com/news-events/press-releases/2003/1050-press-release-

 archive. 

http://www.montereybayaquarium.org/about/our-
http://www.montereybayaquarium.org/about/our-

