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Below are articles regarding the Nuclear Technology Program ATOM Ribbon-Cutting ceremony, held at 
Columbia Basin College last week during Nuclear Science Week.   
 
Historic 'ATOM' educating nuclear students in Pasco 
By Annette Cary, Tri-City Herald, October 21, 2014 
Article: http://www.tri-cityherald.com/2014/10/21/3215465/nuclear-power-plant-model-at-
cbc.html?sp=/99/900/901/&ihp=0 
Video:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=lvbhQ-M2Obk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
A piece of history has a new role helping Columbia Basin College attract and educate the next 
generation of nuclear workers. 
 
Before the age of three-dimensional solid modeling and other computer programs, the nuclear industry 
built meticulously detailed models. 
 
The Eastern Washington Section of the American Nuclear Society has gained possession of one of those 
models, a representation of a Babcock and Wilcox 1,250-megawatt pressure water reactor. Its 27 acrylic 
modules cover more than 400 square feet when all of them are assembled and stand up to 8 feet tall. 
 
Through the model’s clear walls, viewers can see the complex assemblage of valves, lines and tanks that 
a working reactor of its power includes to provide electricity to more than 1 million homes. 
 
Creating it took thousands of hours and millions of dollars, said Michael Butterworth, of Tetra Tech and 
the CBC Foundation Board. Tetra Tech is collaborating with the nuclear society, the CBC Foundation and 
the CBC nuclear technology program to save and display the model. 
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“To have mounted the effort to rescue this wonderful model and give it a new life for the public at large 
and in training for our next generation of professionals is truly inspiring and heartwarming,” said Jim 
Walther, director for the National Museum of Nuclear Science and History in New Mexico, in a 
statement. 
 
The model got its second mission Tuesday at a ribbon-cutting ceremony in its new home within the CBC 
Center for Career and Technical Education in Pasco. It will be on display for the public through the rest 
of this week, which is National Nuclear Science Week. 
 
Students in CBC’s nuclear technology program relied on schematics of nuclear plants last year, said first-
year nuclear technology student Manuel Bonilla, from Connell. “We get to see a first-person view,” he 
said. 
 
The model dates back to the ’70s, but it still represents the type of facility that is the future, said Carl 
Holder, chairman of the local section of the American Nuclear Society. 
 
More than 60 percent of the reactors in the world are pressurized water reactors with a similar design to 
the Advanced Technology Orientation Model, or ATOM, as CBC is calling it, Holder said. Of the more 
than 60 reactors under construction around the world, more than 90 percent are pressurized water 
reactors. 
 
Holder just smiles when asked how the nuclear society obtained the model, saying it was a “barn find” 
that was at risk of being dismantled. 
 
Some of the modules are on display in the rotunda of the CBC Center for Career and Technology 
Education. Others are waiting in the Nuclear Technology Lab to be cleaned of layers of dust and 
refurbished. A jumble of miniature piping and other parts sits on one table in the lab. 
 
CBC plans to use the model not only to allow students to see how what they are learning in books and 
the lab applies to a reactor, but also to create interest in studying for careers in the nuclear field and to 
help raise money for student scholarships.  
 
 
CBC Presented with ATOM: Advanced Technology Orientation Model 
By Dan Thesman, KVEW TV, October 21, 2014 
http://www.kvewtv.com/article/2014/oct/21/cbc-presented-atom-advanced-technology-orientation/ 

A ribbon cutting today at Columbia Basin College (CBC) unveils a very unique attraction. 

It's called ATOM or Advanced Technology Orientation Model. 

It is a scale replica of a pressurized water nuclear reactor, and it has been presented to CBC's Nuclear 
Technology program. 

It was built in the 1970s and has been hidden away in a basement at Energy Northwest, until today. 

CBC is one of thirty-three accredited nuclear education programs in the country, and program director 
Dawn Alford hopes the model will spark student's interest in the nuclear industry. 

http://www.kvewtv.com/article/2014/oct/21/cbc-presented-atom-advanced-technology-orientation/


The model will be on display in the Center for Career and Technical Education through the end of the 
week, when it will be moved into the CBC Nuclear Lab. 

Historic Nuclear Reactor Model Displayed At CBC 
By Don Granese, KNDU/KNDO TV, October 21, 2014 
http://www.nbcrightnow.com/story/26852122/historic-nuclear-reactor-model-displayed-at-cbc 
 
An historic nuclear reactor model is now on display at Columbia Basin College. 
 
The model shows all the ins and outs of what a miniature working pressurized water reactor would look 
like. The school says students will have the chance to get up close and figure out real-life situations by 
comparing their work to what they see in the model. 
 
The American Nuclear Society Eastern Washington Section partnered with the CBC nuclear technology 
program to make this happen. The ATOM or Advanced Technology Orientation Model shows the 
intricate planning that went into these reactors before the days of computer models. 
 
"This is priceless. What they're going to be able to learn from and what our local education community 
is going to be able to get from it. We're encouraging students, elementary students, middle school and 
high school students to come and take a look and check out our exhibit," explained Director of CBC's 
Nuclear Technology Program Dawn Alford. 
 
The model will be on display for the public through Friday night. Representatives from Energy Northwest 
explained the students working here locally on nuclear studies are the future of the industry. 
 
Columbia Basin College houses nuclear reactor model 
By Kathleen Jacob, KEPR TV, October 28, 2014 
http://www.keprtv.com/Columbia-Basin-College-houses-nuclear-reactor-model-
280721602.html?tab=video&c=y 
 
Columbia Basin College is now home to a nuclear reactor model. The model was built in the 70s and it 
will be used as a teaching tool for the college's nuclear technology program. 
 
Students previously had to rely on schematics to learn about the complex systems. This project is 
supported by Tertra Tech and the Eastern Washington Section of the American Nuclear Society. 
 
It took thousands of hours and millions of dollars to build and restore. 
 
Eastern Washington:  Ribbon Cutting  
ANS Local Section News, October 2014 
https://www.magnetmail.net/actions/email_web_version.cfm?recipient_id=1555477869&message_id=
7235475&user_id=ANS_&group_id=0&jobid=22524369 
 
 
News Links 
State Board of Community and Technical Colleges, October 30, 2014 
http://sbctcnewslinks.blogspot.com/2014/10/october-30-2014.html 
 
News Links 
State Board of Community and Technical Colleges, October 23, 2014 
http://sbctcnewslinks.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2014-10-28T10:38:00-07:00&max-results=1 
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Posted on the following Facebook Pages: 
Columbia Basin College 
Columbia Basin College Nuclear Technology Program 
Center for Excellence for Clean Energy 
 
And more to come…. 
 
------- 
Dawn Alford | Director, Nuclear Technology Program 
Columbia Basin College | 2600 N. 20th Ave., Pasco, WA  99301 | (w) 509.542.5524 | (f) 509.544.8791 | 
dalford@columbiabasin.edu | columbiabasin.edu/nt 
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