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Meet The Shockwave Staff:
MIKE PLANTE: Mike has been part of the Shockwave 
family since 2009. Equipped with 25 years of experience, 
Mike is a versatile player performing every aspect of 
the job including fabrication, sound and video systems, 
wheels and lighting.

TAYLOR GATTO: With the team since 2007, Taylor 
touts 10 years of know-how and believes the shop’s success 
is due to a well-rounded strategy of reaching out to every 
segment of buyer, from the sensible soccer mom to the 
gear-head guy behind the wheel of a muscle car.

ABRAHAM MALDONADO: Abraham is an 
industry veteran of 12 years and has spent the last five 
with Shockwave as their Window Tinting Specialist. Abe 
contends that window tinting remains popular for three 
reasons: cool comfort, privacy and safety.

CHAD KARKOSKA: Chad has been Shockwave’s 
sales manager for the past four years, handling customer 
relations and electronic media as well as rolling up his 
sleeves and customizing vehicles. As another versatile 
team member, Chad ensures all warranties are honored 
and that each job satisfies the high Shockwave standard.

Considering that your vehicle is one of the larger 
investments you’ll make in your lifetime, it’s certainly one 
worth enjoying as you drive it. Instead of falling into the 
new car trap, settling for subpar products and less-than-
stellar customer service, select the shop you know cares as 
much as you do. The simple choice is Shockwave.

Having cash doesn’t mean it’s made to 
burn like campfire kindling. Instead 

of breaking out the s’mores and singalongs, 
consumers today are taking control of their 
dollar breakdown, choosing to spend it 
how and where they want instead of blindly 
paying the new vehicle ticket price. One 
thing they don’t want? To pay for upgrades 
they can get on their own, at better quality.

According to Edmunds.com, average new 
car prices have hit a record of $34,077 
thanks to a rebounding economy that’s 
seen consumers rushing out to purchase 
new vehicles. This 
represents a 2.7 percent 
increase from 2015 
alone, and a 13 percent 
hike since 2011. Added 
technology like sound 
and video systems from 
manufacturers eager to 
compete in a cutthroat 
market means cars 
and trucks are coming 
smarter, but costlier. 
The reaction of the 
shrewd consumer has become a no-brainer: 
buy or keep that used car, but upgrade it 
with aftermarket parts.

With so many new vehicles sold equipped 
with luxury features, the aftermarket 
customization segment has had to adapt 
deftly, and those who survive stand 
out from the pack by using top-quality 
products, executing installs with absolute 
precision and providing their clientele 
with impressive customer service. One 
such company is Shockwave Customs of 
Frankfort.

Headed by proprietor Tony Shockwave, 
Shockwave Customs has weathered storms 

since 1996 by adhering strictly to a higher 
standard. The philosophy has served Tony 
well, as Shockwave has been nominated as 
one of the top 50 shops in the country for 
seven years running by Mobile Electronics 
Magazine. Shockwave Car Club, also one 
of his endeavors, has netted Best in Show 
awards 13 consecutive times. Holding up 
the mantle of a higher standard hasn’t just 
made Shockwave successful—it’s made 
them literally award-winning. That’s 
why they’re the singular shop to turn to 
for the latest auto upgrades, including 

window tinting, 
DVD players, in-
car entertainment 
for SUVs, radar 
detection, sound 
systems, custom 
wheel packages and 
remote starters.

Tony knows well 
that you don’t get to 
any level of acclaim 
without paying your 
dues. He worked his 

way up through the industry, working on 
custom cars in his parents’ garage as a teen, 
then taking electronics courses at Moraine 
Valley College. Now certified for 16 years, 
he expects the same dedication from all 
seven members of his award-winning staff, 
each of whom is a specialist in the various 
aspects of auto customization. Indeed, 
three of the top 100 installers in the nation 
call Shockwave their home away from 
home, where they, just like Tony, treat 
each vehicle as if it were their own. This 
winning combination of quality, caring 
leadership and renowned staff is what 
brings customers back again and again for 
Shockwave’s services. 
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