
Reed’s
CANOE 
TRIPS

He watched your first steps with pride 
and a little apprehension about that 

nearby coffee table corner. He took the 
training wheels off your bike and winced as 
you wobbled. He taught you to drive a car 
knowing it would one day carry you away 
from him to college, a new job, a new life. 
And then he had to somehow let you go 
and still seem like the strong, dependable 
parent you needed him to be.

Both miles and minutes that turn into 
months can stretch out between a parent 
and child over the years, but Father’s Day 
is the one out of 365 truly dedicated to 
him. It’s your chance to say thank you, 
and show the gratitude he deserves. Will 
he wear the zany tie you gifted him Father’s 
Day circa 2003? Truth be told, probably 
not. When he drinks coffee out of his 
“Thanks Dad, I turned out awesome” mug, 
he might be reminded of what a good job 
he’s done raising you. But while tangible 
items can certainly accrue sentimental 
value, what matters most in the grand 
scheme are the memories. But where do the 
best memories come from, you might muse? 
Easy. Experiences.

Experience gifts are gaining traction in 
the Father’s Day gift bonanza, brightening 
the eyes of pleased present-openers more 
than the same old cologne or wallet song 
and dance. From gift certificates to the 
movies to spa trips and even lavish 
vacations, folks are finding that enriching 
dad’s life is like giving a gift to themselves 
too. Best of all, getting creative with it is 
sure to net you beaucoup bonus points. (But 
of course, dad loves you just the same 

anyway. Cue the “awwwww”s.) If you really 
want to knock dad’s sensible argyle socks 
off, combine elements of fun with other 
benefits, like healthy activity and bonding 
time. What does that best? Think canoeing 
and kayaking.

Canoeing and kayaking give dad the chance 
to explore the outdoors while affording 
an escape from the rat race though 
civilization might be just a short distance 
away. He’ll be able to observe areas 
unchanged by industrialization, seeing 
natural wonders crafted by the earth’s 
natural processes including scenic rock 
formations, canyons and islands. He’ll be 
serenaded by songbirds, spy deer, raccoons, 
beavers and waterfowl, which are commonly 
sighted on waterways. He can even fish if so 
inclined, picking up catfish, bass and other 
tasty party favors.

Regardless of whether dad is an active 
chap or more of a lounge-chair-and-umbrella-
drinks type, there’s typically a canoe or 
kayak trip to fit anyone’s experience level, 
which is also why it makes for an ideal family 
bonding activity. It’s recreation that’s geared 
for groups of any size, from families, school 
and church groups to sports teams. All 
equipment needed is generally provided by 
the canoeing or kayaking company, including 
paddles and life jackets for each person. 
Transportation is also provided to and from 
the waterway, ensuring a seamless, worry-
free trip for your whole tribe. Trips can range 
anywhere from quick two-hour tours to six or 
even eight hours on the water, making for a 
full-day outing the whole family can enjoy. If 
dad fancies himself an iron man,

kayaking in a more challenging environment 
might be just the kind of excitement that 
can get his heart pumping and provide a 
winning workout. For this type of experience, 
consider whitewater kayaking, which can 
afford breathtaking views of waterfalls and 
more. Kayaks come in multiple designs, 
from single-seat cockpit styles to tandems, 
allowing two paddlers to operate in unison, 
and both ecotourism and fishing can be 
done in a kayak, just as they can in a canoe.

Canoeing and kayaking provide a unique 
gift idea that’s sure to set him aglow, 
and in addition to their flexibility for skill 
levels from beginner to advanced, they’re 
surprisingly affordable options that provide 
a return on your investment that’s well 
beyond words. This Father’s Day, get 
creative. Give dad the gift of a journey that’s 
not just good for the body and the bond, 
but good for the soul.

Give Him A Thanks

He’ll NEVER FORGET
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