
You love your home, but you’re not married to the idea of keeping it 
the same forever. As families grow and needs change, homeowners 

often find that creating areas for escape and increasing living space is 
more than an appealing idea—it’s downright necessary. But, don’t fret if 
you don’t want to invest in doing a full-on addition. There are options 
that will increase functionality, add pleasing aesthetics, and even 
increase your home’s resale value all in one fell swoop.

GET ALL DECKED OUT
You can easily create an al fresco dining experience with a deck, making 
dining outside an appealing proposition for the better part of the year 
depending on your locale. Luxurious outdoor sets can create 
comfortable ambiance for entertaining and eating, and increased 
enjoyment of your own backyard. Thanks to these accoutrements, you’ll 
find that an indoor living room will certainly do, but the addition of a 
deck is more than boards and railings; it can easily become living room 
number two. 
Decks run the gamut in building options, from basic, commercial grade 
floating docks and hardwoods like red cedar to tropical decking species 
including IPE and Brazilian Teak, both known to be premium, resilient 
surfaces. Many homeowners today are also trending toward composite 
decking, which offers a pleasing look without the headaches of future 
maintenance. Decks can be crafted to complement your home’s 
architecture and offer practically limitless design possibilities, from 
multi-level to elevated and everything in between, complete with 
railings that range from the classic to contemporary cable varieties that 
allow a more unobstructed view of backyard scenery.

STOP THE INSECT SERENADE
Screen rooms offer a middle ground for homeowners looking to increase 
living space, affording outdoor views and breezy seating space without 
the need to swat annoying insects away. While they do offer overhead 
coverage, screen rooms are exposed to the elements. Protection from 
the cold and heat are conceded in this scenario, but electricity for 

lighting or a ceiling fan is possible. Lightweight aluminum frames are 
utilized, and these are typically designed to withstand rough elements, 
resist corrosion and defy sagging. Screen rooms, much like decks, can 
be used when weather permits, and they also represent the lowest cost 
option for covered outdoor space, whether you’re looking to construct 
one over your existing patio, porch, deck, or start from scratch with a 
foundation. 

EASY AS 1-2-THREE-SEASON
The three-season room is the next rung up on the functional living 
space ladder, representing mid-range cost to the homeowner. Like the 
screen room, a three-season room offers protection from insects and 
electricity for lighting or a ceiling fan, but rather than screens, these 
feature windows that can be opened and closed, making the room 
functional for spring, summer and fall. The three-season room isn’t 
connected to central heating or air, but portable units can be used to 
control the temperature within to make the space a comfortable escape.

A WELL-ROUNDED ROOM
At the highest cost, four-season rooms are akin to building an addition 
onto your home, but they also feature the highest functionality and 
added resale value. A four-season room offers protection from insects 
and the elements, but because it features fully integrated heating and 
air conditioning, this super-functional space is actually available for use 
365 days a year. Though it may be the highest cost option, it’s also the 
most bang for your buck when considering how much quality time you’ll 
get out the added space.
Three- and four-season rooms both tout the ability to extend your 
enjoyment of the seasons, affording you more precious outdoor time in 
addition to the increased living space and functionality you desire. 
Screen rooms, three- and four-season rooms all feature an expansive 
slate of design options, including using an existing roof, building a brand 
new one, siding options to match your house and more. 
Where you live, what your budget affords and the specific needs you’re 
trying to meet are the first elements of the equation of adding functional 
outdoor living space. But for homeowners that have done it, two things 
are inarguable: these modifications add measurable value, not just in 
terms of resale, but in quality of life—and that’s a better reality you 
can’t tie a price to.
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