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 April was a month full of amazing days that I felt like it was “April Fool’s” every-

day.  There were so many unbelievably good days, not to mention Easter, Passover, the 

fact that I traveled to Amsterdam and Rome...and plus a surprising announcement at 

the end. 

 Now, April first isn’t just April Fool’s in France it’s “Le Poisson d’Avril”. Poisson 

means fish, and on the first, people will tape a paper fish to an unsuspecting victim’s 

back. Needless to say Gabrielle and Deborah loved the idea of this and you could say I 

became the “Fish Hunchback” for the day. 

 During my stay in England with Jane and Anil for Christmas I was introduced to 

their friends Ali and Jeff; they were all wanting to visit Amsterdam in Spring and they 

kindly asked me to come along. It was a lovely, three, cold days in the capital of the 

Netherlands where we took canal cruises, saw the beautiful tulips, passed by many 

Heineken beer shops, the famous Red Light district and “Coffee Room’s”. I was very 

excited to be staying in a hostel, not because it was the first time for me, but because it 

was right next to the 

Van Gogh Museum. I 

went first thing in 

the morning and 

went through, audio 

guide in hand to be 

inspired by my favor-

ite artist (who also 

spent time in Paris).  I then met up with the gang and we went the Rijks Museum 

(Pronounced: rice). I saw many famous painting and genres, and was once again 

awestruck of how much history that I had learned reading books were being preserved 

here. We also passed by Anne Frank’s house but because of the queuing, unfortunate-

ly, we could not make it in inside. If you have heard of the movie “Planes, Trains, and 

Automobiles” , Amsterdam’s version would be “Boats, Trams and Bicycles” they were 

everywhere and they made this city truly different from anywhere I have been yet. I 

am so thankful for Jane, Anil, Ali and Jeff allowing me to come along and making this 

experience so memorable, I am truly thankful and hope to be able to return the favor.  
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Amsterdam 

Canal Cruise with Ali, Jane & Jeff 

Beautiful Sunset (Photo Credit: Anil) Flower Market 

Indian Food 

Success checking in the 

Hostel 

Anne Frank’s House 

Coffee Break 

Rembrandt 

Statue 

Assorted Art from Amsterdam 

Rijks Museum 
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 I spent some time with the American Church in Paris women’s group-where they 

are even having French lessons after. These ladies have become such a support and 

one of the reasons I now call Paris home. As most of you know I use to be a server at a 

retirement home; I miss so much the teamwork and energy of the kitchen-I have filled 

that void at the American Cathedral in Paris feeding the homeless on Friday’s (Yes, 

this is the third church I am visiting). It has given me a chance to get to meet even 

more people, practice my French, and help people that really need it. This April was 

especially memorable for me because not only did I get to celebrate the Orthodox 

Easter but also the Passover which is a week of fasting and preparation. It is to re-

member the Israelites being taken out of slavery in Egypt-they had to leave so quickly 

they could not let their bread rise. It really taught me the importance and value of food 

in these spiritual and religious traditions. 

 Little after the Easter break it was time for another two week school break. The 

first week I stayed in Paris and had a Sunday BBQ at a my friends Juan’s house, Jamie 

and Jessica came along too. It added up to a Canadian, 2 Michiganders, 3 Italians,  1 

Greek, 1 Hollander, 1 Peruvian, 1 French, 2 Hungarians—I have to say it was one of the 

best Sunday’s I have ever had, it was so relaxing just talking, eating and enjoying the 

weather. I also enjoyed some time with Jessica S. looking at castles outside of Paris, La 

Defense Mall, climbing up the Arc de Triomphe or going on a river cruise. Sinead, hav-

ing been to America, understood some of the food I missed from home, so after a pic-

nic in the Jardin du Luxembourg we later satisfied our America nostalgia with a burri-

to and frozen yogurt; which are very hard to find in Paris.  Juan, Jessica S. and I also 

enjoyed an very pleasant to trip to the Palace of Versailles, but before that– I had the 

most amazing duck lunch, I could not write the newsletter and not 

mention the impact that one meal had on my life. It was…so delicious.  

 

 

 

Picnic w/ Jessica G. on the Seine 

Versaille with Juan & Jessica S. 

On top of Arc de Triomph with Jessica S. 

Picnic & frozen yogurt with Sinead 
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 For the second week of break, Jessica S. and I went to Rome, Italy the land rich 

with ancient ruins, history and pasta (yum!). We had a two hour layover in Germany 

and arrived late at night to our hostel where we signed up for a pub crawl for the fol-

lowing evening. On our first day in Rome we headed straight to the Coliseum and then 

Roman Forum, Saint Marie Degli Angeli Church and the Villa Torlonia. We were lov-

ing the discovering this new city but it rained throughout the day so much that not 

just our feet were damped but also our energy. That all changed when we went to the 

pub crawl in the evening. We quickly made friends with some fellow travelers Antho-

ny, Dan, and Stephen from Minnesota U.S.A and Will from Bristol, England. They 

were all staying at the hostel and on vacation as well, we had such a good time togeth-

er we decided to explore Rome together the following day.  

 

 

 

 

  

 Next morning we met up with Will first and visited the beautiful Saint Maria 

Maggiore Church. When we met with the Minnesota guys I became our unofficial tour 

guide– given the name “Atlas” for my good sense of direction and map reading skills.  

We walked around through the romantic streets, gelatos in hand, until we found the 

Pantheon. We later stopped for some wine while enjoying the view at the Piazza Navo-

na with live music. It was truly a memorable time seeing the Castel S. Angelo, St. Pe-

ter’s And Vittoriano but nothing was as great as seeing people’s reaction to Steven’s 

bright tourist attire which got a lot of laughs.  

 

Rome-Day 1 

Rome-Day 2 

Gelato  Motivation 
Coliseum 

R-L: Steven’s arm, Jessica S., Anthony, Dan, Will, & Me 

Steven the 

Tourist 

Pantheon 

Saint Peter’s 



 

Au Pairis 4.15  ©  5 

That evening we enjoyed some rooftop wine, dancing in a bar and as the 

night winded down, Steven, Will, Anthony and Jessica went walking in 

the Piazza Della Republica Fountain. 

 Since our Minnasota guys were leaving for England the third day 

we decided to see the Trevi fountain before they left, only to find it un-

der construction with no water. Never the less it was so much fun to 

have them and it made Rome truly memorable. We had lunch with Will 

and went to the Borghese Villa and had a beautiful dinner 

where we were treated to free champagne, starters and 

dessert wine by our sweet hostess. We walked back win-

dow shopping down the Spanish Steps .     

   

   

  

  On the forth day Will left for Florence and Jessica went back to the Spanish 

steps to go shopping. By now our feet were starting to feel the wrath of walking around 

the whole city for a couple of days; Jessica needed to rest her feet and I decided to re-

turn to the Saint Peter’s Cathedral and sketch while waiting in the long line. I climbed 

up narrow stairs to the top of the dome to see a beautiful view of Rome. We had made 

great friends and after the first day we had amazing weather– it was a great trip.  

 

 

 

 

Fried Spagetti, Yogurt and Honey 

Rome-Day 3 

Rome-Day 4 

Gelato sketch for Will 

View from Vittoriano 

Fountain Fun 

Spanish Steps 

Exploring the Park 

Spanish Steps 

View 

from 

St. 

Peter’

s 

Jessica with a large Toblergne chocolate 
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 Please take a moment to breathe, this month was incredible, I hope now you un-

derstand what I must mean by thinking it’s “April Fool’s” everyday-and I am sure that 

when I tell you the following news you hope it is a joke. As God would have it-I have 

found a Parisian family who has hired me to come with them on their August vacation. 

They have twin girls that are three years old and they would like someone to watch 

them. Yes this means that I won’t be coming home until early September. Time has 

gone by so fast and I still have some exploring to do, I have been wanting to see more 

of France than just Paris. We will be staying in Pyla-sur-Mer near Bordeaux which is 

right on the beach of the Atlantic coast, where I will be able to drive and ride a bike. If 

you have any questions please message me and I would be happy to explain in more 

detail. I am looking forward to this new adventure and can’t wait to share it with you.  

 

Thank you for your support and love. 

 

Ciao! Julia Matson 

 

Food 

Gelato 

15 euro Burger King lunch 

Sandwiches in Rome 


