
Should Yik Yak be
 Anonymous?

Yik Yak is an app used by col-
lege and high school students to 
relay information or rant about the 
struggles going on in their lives. In 
the beginning, Yik Yak made it so 
its users were completely anony-
mous. Nobody could see who was 
posting what. 

This changed a year ago when 
Yik Yak profile names, or handles, 
became the only option for posting 
on Yik Yak. A few months ago, it 
was made optional. The reason the 
creators of Yik Yak made it optional 
to post with or without a handle is 
that many people stopped using Yik 
Yak when there was the risk people 
would find out who they were.  

By Hannah Cook
Many of the previous posts when 

handles weren’t an option were 
people looking for hookups, selling 
drugs, looking for parties, posting 
about depression and suicide, and 
bullies. There were occasional posts 
that were light and fun, but when 
people are able to post whatever 
they want without consequence, 
it tends to bring out the worst in 
people. The time posts were the 
worst was during Black History 
Month and Sexual Assault Aware-
ness Month.

When handles were required, the 
same groups of people posted over 
and over again, and the posts weren’t 
nearly the same as they had been. 

Some people still 
talked about drugs 
and hookups, but the 
controversy of what 
people said was lessened. 

Since making them option-
al, the number of posts has grown, 
but more students are opting to leave 
their handles off. There has not been 
nearly as many posts that bullied 
others, but they are slowly making 
a comeback as the users crawl back 
into that familiar comfort that comes 
with being nameless in a crowd. 
Does this mean Yik Yak users 
should or should not be anonymous? 
That is up to the users to decide. 


