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There were 65.7 million visits abroad by UK residents in 2015. Although visits 
have continued to rise every year since 2012, the number of visits is still lower 
than the peak recorded in 2006, when there were 69.5 million visits. There was a 
20% decrease in visits in 2010 when compared with 2009; visits abroad fell that 
year by 3.0 million to 55.5 million. In 2015, overseas residents made 36.1 million 
visits to the UK, 5.1% higher than in 2014.

Over half of all visits to the UK included a visit 
to London, a total of 18.6 million visits to the 
capital city in 2015. This was an increase of 
3.3 million from 2011. 

Edinburgh, Manchester and Birmingham 
each received more than 1 million overseas 
visitors. The top 5 most visited cities in 
2015 remain the same as 2014.

The countries whose residents made 
the largest number of visits to the UK 
have remained relatively consistent over time. Visits 
from France increased by 1.4% between 2014 and 
2015 to a total of 4.2 million visits. Visits to the 
UK by residents of the USA increased by 9.7% 
in 2015 to 3.3 million and residents of Germany, 
the third most frequent visitors to the UK, 
increased by 0.9% to 3.2 million.
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Proportion of overseas residents visits to the UK 
by purpose and region, 2015

Holidays remain the main reason for visits to the 
UK, accounting for 13.9 million visits, a rise of 
2.1% compared with 2014. 

Seeing friends or relatives was the second 
most popular reason for visiting the UK in 
2015. Business visits and visits to friends 
and family both showed growths of 7.1%. A 
higher proportion of residents from “Other 
Countries” (those outside Europe and North 
America) travelled to the UK for this reason, 
with 1.9 million visits which was 33% of all 
their visits.


