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In 2003, I completed a comprehensive 
study on working at home for Palliser 
Furniture, the 10th largest furniture 
maker in the world.  
The conclusion, wireless technology 
and the prevalence of laptops now 
meant work was being done everywhere 
in the house in conjunction with other 
activities. This lead to a design program 
to develop concepts for furniture that 
would respond to this new reality. 
Prototypes were shown at the High 
Point Furniture Fair in North Carolina. CASE STUDY
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The Sandwich Desk doubles as a dining table.  
Papers can be tucked away in large drawers 
during dinner.

3.
Concept C  
Locations may be permanent or
temporary.   Flexible hours, 
multitasking and the convenient 
ease with which we now move 
technology around the house lead 
to the need for places to do work 
in every room.   A person may sit 
on the couch for an hour 
and pay bills on line while 
supervising the kids.   A small 
table which can pull up next to 
the couch is a handy temporary 
surface in this situation.  
When April comes around and 
that person is preparing their 
tax return they will move to the 
permanent location where paper 
documents are stored in a file 
drawer.   That file drawer is part 
of a secretary which provides 
storage as well as a desk surface
for a laptop and for writing.  The
worksurface is temporary. It can 
be stored away when not in use.   
This new reality encourages us to
design furniture pieces for 
different functions.  Some will 
be permanently located and 
others can be moved to where 
we need them.
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SCALE

After studying typical 
house plans we concluded 
the scale of the 
furniture should be 
quite small.
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